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Associate Minister Douglas Reid writes 

Dear friends, 

At the me of wri ng, it has been almost a month since Wendy, the girls, and I 
returned home to Palmerston place church, having been away for most of the 
last five years or so in training for the ministry in the Church of Scotland. A lot 
has changed in that me, including some sad recent deaths of very involved 
members and elders, but a lot has also stayed the same. One thing which 
hasn't changed is the lovely welcome which the four of us have received since 
coming back, neither has the love of Christ which is displayed through all that 
we do here at Palmerston Place Church, and I am looking forward to helping 
to lead PPC into its next phase of life a er the departure of our much-loved 
Colin and Ruth. 

It was par cularly lovely to be able to go away with many of the people from 
our congrega on for our very much delayed third PPC weekend away.  As 
before we went to Scripture Union’s facili es at Lendrick Muir.  We enjoyed 
their grounds, toasted marshmallows, tried archery and lots of other ac ve 
and sedate ac vi es, both inside and outside.   

Having been at the first two weekends as an elder, and then disappearing 
from the pews to study, my family had not expected to be able to come this 

me but were delighted that we could.  It was a special me for those of us 
who were able to go, old friendships were renewed and deepened, and new 
ones forged.   

We were par cularly blessed to have some new faces from our neighbours at 
Gorgie, Dalry, Stenhouse with us for the whole weekend, as well as some 
returning faces of some former members who have moved away from 
Edinburgh.  We also met our new student, Cat Rawlinson-Watkins, and her 
family, who came to stay, although Cat is not star ng with us formally un l 
the end of October.  Huge thanks are due to Pam Ashing, and her team of Tim, 
Norma, Selina, and Gregor for pu ng in such a lot of effort into planning the 
successful weekend.  
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One final special thanks to Tim and Gregor for enabling our online 
congrega on to grow in scope by linking our services at PPC and Lendrick Muir 
on the Sunday morning for a live chat.  Having done it once, we know we 
could do it again, which offers us exci ng scope to connect with other 
congrega ons across Scotland and beyond in the future. 

The Presbytery planning process looms large in my remit for my new post at 
PPC.  I am reminded con nually of the passage from Ephesians 3, which I have 
been using in services whilst dealing with that 
process.  We have had produc ve mee ngs with our 
neighbours, and while exci ng mes are ahead, with 
much scope to demonstrate how “wide and high and 
long and deep is the love of Christ,” to the mul ple 
communi es in which we already operate, as well as 
reaching out to new groups to bring the gospel 
message of salva on to them.   

I am under no illusions that it is going to be easy, and 
we are going to have to work closely together to make it work and work well.   

To do that well we must con nue to be “rooted and established in love” as a 
Chris an community here and as a new community with other churches both 
inside and outside the Church of Scotland, including our nearly next-door 
neighbours at St Mary’s.  Being rooted will ground us in our God and that will 
help us to successfully navigate all that is coming towards us, weather that 
passage and come out the other side.  When we do come out, we will be 
stronger, more united and closer to our God, so that we might more fully 
know Him and His love for all humanity. 

God bless you all, 
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PPC Associate Minister 

Douglas Reid returned to PPC to be appointed as part of our ministerial team. 
Douglas will be an Associate Minister at Palmerston Place.  Douglas started on 
1st September and he will be ordained at a service at PPC on Thursday 6th 
October at 7pm to which all are welcome. A er the service their will be a 
social gathering in the Church Hall. 
 
This exci ng new role will bring a missional focus to our life and work here at 
Palmerston Place and Douglas will support the team wri ng the Mission Plan 
for the next stage of our journey. Douglas will also conduct worship and 
provide pastoral care. 

 

Student Placement in the Autumn 

Cat Rawlinson-Watkins is a Church of Scotland Candidate training for the 
Ministry of Word and Sacrament and an Elder at St Stephen’s Comely Bank 
Church, where she leads on outreach with families and young children.  

Cat will be joining us at the end of October and will be with us un l a er 
Easter. Working with the ministerial team for 10 hours per week . This will be 
Cat’s third placement.  

Cat has been involved with local and interna onal mission for many years, is 
comple ng a summer placement with the Chaplaincy Team at HMP Edinburgh 
and is enthusias c about taking part in the life and work of Palmerston Place 
Church. Although Cat joins us in the Autumn we had a chance to meet her at 
the Lendrick Muir Congrega onal Weekend Away in September where she 
gave the All-age Talk and the Reflec on at the morning worship there.  

Welcome Cat, we look forward to your me with us! 

Bill Taylor 
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Both our Director of Music, David Hare, and Church Officer, Susan 
Kidston, le   their posts at the end of August.  

On Sunday 28th August both were presented with flowers and a gi  from to 
PPC to mark their service. Both our Session Clerks, Ian Graham and John 
Duncan, spoke warmly of the contribu ons that they had made to the life and 
worship of PPC during their me in post. We wish both well. 

 

Simon Hall, Organist – Welcome! 
 Simon has played for us on a number of Sundays and other occasions, 
however, we were able to officially welcome Simon to the post of Organist at 
Palmerston Place Church on Sunday 25th September when we heard about 
his love of piano, organ and song.  

The congrega on look forward to enjoying the gi s Simon brings!  

A prayer was said: 
 

Gracious God, who is worshipped in music and song, on earth and in 
heaven, we thank you for Simon and the gi s and skills you have given 
him. You have called Simon to be Organist here. As he leads us in praise 
and musical reflec on may, you, Simon, find much joy and blessing and 
may we all be li ed to praise the wonder of your holy name. Amen.  

 

Books Available 
If you are in church over the next few  Sundays please have a look at the book 
trolley and help yourself to any books that may be of interest. Same applies to 
the Children's books which will also be on a table. We are not looking for 
these books to be returned.  
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Earlybird Prayer Mee ngs  

Earlybirds meets at 8am online each Tuesday – all are welcome. Please supply 
your own coffee!  Please contact the Church Office if you would like the codes. 
 

Tea & Coffee Rota 
We serve tea and coffee a er each service and require two volunteers each 

me to do this. The Rota is available in the Church and we would be delighted 
if you can help, that you would add your name to a date or two. If you have 
never helped in this way before then we would be happy to show you what is 
involved. If you would like further informa on please contact the Church 
Office or speak with Sandra Taylor.  
 

AVS Rota 
We are looking for a couple of people to join the team that operate our Audio 
Visual equipment.  Full training is available.  It is not as difficult as you may 
think.  Please contact Tim Glasby or the Church Office for details.  
 

Reading at Church 

We are in the process of pu ng together a list of readers for both PPC 
morning and evening services between now and end of January 2023. If you 
would be willing to read could you please send a note to 
'hello@palmerstonplacechurch.com' with the following informa on ;  

 Morning and or Evening Service 

Any dates you know at this me you cannot do 
 

A rota will be drawn up and sent out - don't worry as dates can be easily 
changed if something crops up. Also, training can be given if you would like to 
read but feel a li le nervous about it.  
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2pm, Room 1,  

Annan House 10 Palmerston Place 
 

“A meeting place for over 60’s”  
 

Meeting on the following dates 
 

6th and 20th October 
3rd and 17th November 
1st and 15th December 
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We are delighted to announce that we are going to be 
involved again in the annual Shoebox Appeal. We 
shall be looking forward to receiving your gi  filled 
shoeboxes, which will be sent overseas through 
Samaritan's Purse.  

The Team has been deeply saddened to have lost our 
inspira onal leader Joan Meikle so recently and in turn earlier in the year 
Dorothy Steel such a stalwart member and Jean McNab who began our 
involvement in the project many years ago. It all makes this year much more 
important to honour their memory with a huge effort. We would ask you to 
help again and indeed think of asking family, friends and neighbours to join us. 

We need you to find an empty medium-sized shoebox or you can purchase a  
pre-printed shoebox from PPC for 50p in October. You decide whether your 
gi  will be for a boy or girl and the age it is for. Then fill your box with age-
appropriate gi s. We will have leaflets available from October which give all 
the informa on you need. Please read the leaflets carefully as some of the 
details change from year to year. There are gi  sugges ons included to give 
you some ideas. 

Please bring your completed shoebox to PPC during office hours or a Sunday 
from 30October-20 November.  We shall celebrate Shoebox Sunday on 20th 
Nov and add a blessing to all the boxes as they begin their journey overseas. 

We know that some people, rather than make up their own boxes, prefer to 
hand in suitable items or give dona ons which we welcome. The financial 
dona ons can be put as cash or cheque to PPC in an envelope marked 
for ‘Shoebox Appeal’ and put into the collec on at Church or into the office. 

An alterna ve is to go online  at h ps://shoeboxonline.samaritans-
purse.org.uk  where you will be guided through all the steps necessary. 
Shoebox Online is a quick ,fun and easy way to send an OCC shoebox full of 
gi s and put a huge smile on the face of a child. 

Thank you for suppor ng us- your shoeboxes make such a difference!! 

Michael Wilson and the Shoebox Team 
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Very Rev Dr John Chalmers, former Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland and a former Minister of PPC, shares a reflec on on 
his memories of mee ng Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth.  

Mee ngs with Her Majesty always led to pleasant and easy conversa ons. In 
her company at a recep on or at a garden party she skillfully worked the 
room, spending me with as many people as she could. There was always a 
smile and most o en a laugh, she was genuine in her admira on of people 
who had achieved remarkable things and it gave her enormous pride when 
she was able to recognise and celebrate those achievements. 
At Balmoral the Royal Family were at their most relaxed and informal. The 
Queen probably had her so est spot for the Sco sh Highlands and for the 
Balmoral Estate. There, she had the freedom to enjoy the great outdoors and 
to share her love of everything about the landscape and the wildlife. 
Nothing was more relaxed and enjoyed than a Saturday evening barbecue at 
one of the lodges on the estate. The Queen would drive and one of her 
passengers would always be the minister who would be preaching the next 
morning at Crathie Kirk. The ‘in car' conversa ons would be wide ranging, 
pastoral and insigh ul – no one who ever enjoyed this privilege could forget 
that in the presence of the Monarch you were being treated as an equal. 
Faithful to the Kirk and reflec ve in her own faith, the Queen took seriously 
the conversa ons she had with her chaplains. In my own case, she followed 
the journey of our son when he was recovering from the injuries he sustained 
in Afghanistan. When she realised she had been watching JJ  on Strictly Come 
Dancing, she penned a handwri en le er reflec ng on how "fantas cally" he 
had danced and how glad she was that "his life had changed so much". 
I spent many hours over several visits with Her Majesty and I never had as 
much as a moment when I did not feel relaxed in her company. We talked 
about the state of the Church, we talked about blood stock and horse racing 
and we talked about our children and family life. She was always well briefed, 
she knew her guests and she enjoyed entertaining them, and she always 
asked about their interests and the challenges they were facing in life. 
Towards the end of a meal she delighted in feeding the corgis under the table 
and you knew you had arrived when you were allowed to join in. 
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Lord, I’m weary.  

My energy is sagging, and my 
mo va on is lagging. And I am so in 
need of you. I need your strength 
and your fresh touch to get back on 
track again. Your Word says the joy 
of the Lord is my strength. If that's 
true, then I need your joy to replace 
all the bone- red parts of my mind, body, and soul. 

The pressures of life some mes push me into a corner, rendering me helpless 
to move forward. A hundred voices call my name, and I feel paralyzed at mes 
to answer, not knowing where to turn.  

Lord, help me not to quit, to keep running the race faithfully, and to find 
strength in that safe, secret place of yours, under the shadow of the Almighty. 

I need your strength to say no when I'm tempted to surrender to harmful 
things, or when selfishness clings to my clothes and won't let go. I need your 
strength to say yes, when cowardice and fear nudge me to deny the 
convic ons of my heart. I need your strength to reach out in love to those 
both close to me and all around me. When don't I need your strength, God? 

You are my rock, and I run to you today, believing that you will li  up my 
heavy arms, that you will fuel me for the tasks you've given me, and that your 
joy will completely consume the weakness of my life and make me strong 
again.  

I don't want to stay grounded, crippled by limita ons and failed a empts. I'm 
red of feeble efforts. Lord, I want to mount up with wings like an eagle and 

not just fly. I want to soar. 

Renew my strength, Lord. Fill me with your supernatural power to overcome 
each obstacle in my path. With my eyes on you, Lord, with you walking beside 
me, working through me, I can make it. Thank you, Lord! 
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Sunday 9th October—10.30am 
 

Our Harvest Thanksgiving Service will be an all-age service. 

We will be collec ng on the day for foodstuffs to support Edinburgh 
Foodbanks. 

We are looking for any non-perishable items—pasta, rice, any canned goods 
and the likes. 

Please bring any items with you and they will be gathered and then 
distributed.   

If you normally a end the Sunday Evening Service and wish to bring items 
along that would be great, the collec on of foodstuffs will not be leaving 

PPC un l later in the week.  
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October    

  Arranger Gifted By Delivery   

2 Sandra Taylor Ailsa Gray Sandra Taylor   
       
9 Carol Hadjucka Harvest Thanksgiving Linda Cunningham   
  Linda Cunningham  Carol Hajducka   
       

16 Linda Cunningham Flower Fund Margaret Alexander   
       

23 Janet Fraser Mr & Mrs Ian Macdonald Annie Edmonds   
       

30 Sally Marshall Flower  Fund Sally Marshall   
       

  November  
  Arranger Gifted By Delivery   
7 Jean Scott Flower Fund Beth Maclennan   
       

14 Rachel Wilson Remembrance Service Rachel Wilson   
   Isabel McCulloch    
       

21 Rachel Wilson Rachel Wilson Rachel Wilson   
       

28 Ailsa Gray Christine Reid Margaret Richardson   
       

  December   
  Arranger Gifted By Delivery   
4 Tina Dunlop Flower Fund Tina Dunlop   
       

11 Carol Hajducka Flower Fund Carol Hadjucka   
       

18 Linda Cunningham Flower Fund -   
       

25 - Christmas Day -   
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The Real Advent Calendar is not in any supermarket. there was no room on 
their shelves for the Christmas story this year). So, if you are one of the 60,000 
people who usually buy a Real Advent Calendar at Tesco then you need to 
order from us soon  

The Real Advent Calendar is the only one with Fairtrade chocolate, a copy of 
the Christmas story and which supports charitable projects. 

The calendar comes with a 24 page Christmas story-ac vity book illustrated by 
Mar na Peluso. There is a page for every day of Advent There is a line from 
the Christmas story behind each of the 25 windows. Recyclable box and tray. 
It's a great way for parents, grandparents and Godparents to share the 
Christmas story.   

The Real Advent Calendar is made using Fairtrade chocolate - giving producers 
a fair price and a cash bonus. Money raised from the sales of the calendar will 
also help provide care and support for mums and new babies in African 
villages supported by the Funzi and Bodo trust. 

There is this year a reusable edi on of the Calendar made from co on by an 
Indian co-opera ve. It comes with 24 hand-embroidered pockets, 24 Fairtrade 
milk chocolate squares and a copy of the Christmas story 2022 edi on.   

Suppor ng the ethical supply chain - caring for growers, manufacturers and 
importers. 

Based just outside in the village of Lymm, we make the UK's favourite 
Fairtrade Easter egg and the UK's only charity Fairtrade Advent calendar. We 
are a privately owned Bri sh company with and a small team of commi ed 
staff who work out of our Cheshire office. We have thousands of customers 
who buy our products and also support our work. We aim to rediscover a 
business tradi on that brings together our passion for  jus ce (Fairtrade) and 
inven ve products. We are an accredited Fairtrade company and are 
registered with the FLO, the interna onal Fairtrade body and The Fairtrade 
Founda on. All the products we make are Fairtrade cer fied. 

h ps://meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/collec ons/christmas 
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We were delighted to welcome Dr Alison Wilkinson to the morning service 
on Sunday 25th September.  
 
Alison will be visi ng Kenya at the start of October  to take part in the 
Centenary Celebra ons at Chogoria, where her father Dr Jack Wilkinson 
served before her. 
 
It was remarkable to learn how the hospital and its work, including nurse 
training and post-graduate medical educa on, had grown, and of how the 
Church - onsite and further afield - con nues to play a vital role. Palmerston 
Place has had a long associa on with Chogoria for some thirty years and we 
were keen to ask Alison to take our congratula ons and the assurance of our 
con nued support and prayers. 
 
You can read more in October’s Life and Work; please see the piece Alison has 
wri en en tled “The Heritage of Chogoria”.   
 

 

Life and Work  

is the magazine of the Church of Scotland. In a history spanning over 140 
years, it has established itself as the voice of the Church of Scotland. Though 
firmly rooted in the affairs of the Kirk, it also aims to cover a broad range of 
subjects of interest to church-goers across the spectrum, from interna onal 
affairs and Bri sh poli cal and social issues to science, ethics, and the arts. 

Each monthly issue includes a forum for views on current social and moral 
issues; a monthly medita on and regular ar cles on the spiritual side of life; 
reviews of the latest books, videos, and Chris an resources; and regular 
features on the Church worldwide. 

Visit the Life and Work website for regular news and exclusive features. 
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Sat 03 December, 2022 | Usher Hall | 7:30 pm 

Celebrate the season with Origin Scotland, and a host of musicians and singers 
in a magical evening of Christmas music.  

Free admission! Pay what you think it's worth when you book. We'll suggest 
an amount when you tell us where you want to sit and how many ckets you 
want - and you can decide if you want to donate or not, and the amount 
appropriate to you.  

Join us for this brand new Christmas experience and put the real message of 
Christmas at the heart - and the start - of the season. Please do not book if 
you think you might not a end. This will take seats away from those who 
would otherwise be there. 

Tickets for this event are free but we are sugges ng a dona on amount that 
will help us cover the costs of the event. 

To book go to h ps://www.symphonicpraise.org 
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Sunday Morning at 10.30am 
A welcoming time of worship including singing, prayers, 
bible readings and teaching.  Music is a blend of hymns 

and songs, both new and traditional.  

A crèche is available every Sunday morning.  

 For children aged 3 and above we have                                                        
Sunday School and New Horizons.  

Sunday Evening at 7pm 
A welcoming time of worship and an opportunity to 

explore the Christian faith more deeply. 
 

Please see our website for latest updates.  


