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Minister - Rt Rev Colin Sinclair BA BD
Colin is away from PPC representing the Church as the Moderator of
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Interim Moderator - Rev Bill Taylor
WRTaylor@churchofscotland.org.uk or 220-1690

Probationary Minister - Fraser Edwards
fedwards@churchofscotland.org.uk or 220-1690

Joint Session Clerk- John Duncan
admin@palmerstonplacechurch.com or 220-1690

Joint Session Clerk - Ian Graham
ian@palmerstonplacechurch.com or 346-2313

Ministerial Assistant - Audrey Cisco
audrey@palmerstonplacechurch.com or 220-1690

Ministerial Assistant - Dawn Westwood
dawn@palmerstonplacechurch.com or 220-1690

Director of Music - David Hare
david@palmerstonplacechurch.com or 220-1690

Church Facilitator - Paul Mitchell
paul@palmerstonplacechurch.com or 220-1690

Church Oﬃce - Annan House
Mon – Thur : 9am - Noon & from 2-4pm. Friday : 9am – Noon.
Scottish Charity Number SC004291
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T M   PPC
Sunday

2

11am

With Elaine Duncan, Scottish Bible Society

6.30pm Reﬂections Service - led by Fraser Edwards
Monday

2

2pm

Tuesday

4

6.30pm Presbytery of Edinburgh - Sanctuary

Wednesday 5

Ecumenical Meeting - Lounge, Annan House

10.30am Coﬀee Morning - Room 1, Annan House

5

7.30pm

South House Group

Thursday

6

7.30pm

Prayer Meeting - Lounge, Annan House

Sunday

9

11am

Service led by Dawn Westwood

3pm

Service at Sutherland Street Community Hall

6.30pm Jesus Calms a storm - Luke 8:22-25
Monday

Sunday

10 6.30pm City Centre House Group - Lounge, Annan House
10 7.30pm

Property & Finance Meeting - Annan House

16 11am

Service led by Rev Bill Taylor

16 6.30pm Restored to his right mind - Mark 5:1-20
Monday

17 6.35pm

PPC Co-ordinators Meeting - Annan House

Wednesday 19 2pm

Sunﬂower Café - Sanctuary

Thursday

20 7.30pm

Prayer Meeting - Lounge, Annan House

Sunday

23 11am

Service led by Rev Bill Taylor

12.30pm

Church Lunch in aid of Bethany Christian Trust

6.30pm A man with Leprosy - Mark 1:40-35
Sunday

1

11am

All Age Worship, Family Communion Service

6.30pm

Healing on the Sabbath - Matthew 12:1-14

PPC has several groups that meet each week. The Baby & Toddler Group meet
each Monday morning during the school term from 10-11.30am in the Carlow
Room of Annan House. The Earlybirds Prayer mee(ng takes place every
Tuesday at 8am in the Lounge of Annan House. The Friendship Club meets
every Thursday at 2pm in Room 1 of Annan House.
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M  L 
Dear Friends,
Welcome into 2020. It’s been a busy start to the year in Palmerston Place, after a
very busy and reﬂective advent season.
There was a congregational lunch giving time
together to give thanks for the work of Norma
Rolls as Session Clerk and to wish John Duncan
every blessing as he joins Ian Graham as together
they undertake the role of Joint Session Clerks. It
was a blessing to have Colin and Ruth with us on
that Sunday also.
Our Sunday school group have begun their journey together though Godly play,
and are excited to ask questions as they journey through faith together.
Our New Horizons have begun to look at Youth Alpha which will enable them to
look at all aspects of what it means to be a Christian.
As a church family we now walk towards the period of Lent. With it being the
year 2020 it gives the comparison of 2020 vision .
When C.S.Lewis talked about reading literature, he said reading allows us to see
with others eyes, it enables us to see things from a diﬀerent perspective, for the
physical eye is arguably one of the two most important senses, along with
hearing that we possess.
I wonder what seeing things clearly or indeed through the eyes of God looks like?
Will the reﬂection through Lent be a period of seeing things afresh? to try
something again?
The Scottish Bible Society is encouraging everyone to read their Bibles more in
2020, an idea we can all agree with.
They came up with a brilliant idea and created a smartphone App that runs
through the Bible in one year, highlighting daily verses and translating it into
multiple languages, providing access for the world’s populations.
The App encourages people to read, speak and hear the words of the Bible
together each day by recording our readings and sharing them on a global
platform. While it is already February, it is not to late to get involved. Each day
has a new inspirational Bible verse that you can study.
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M  L 
You can ﬁlm yourself speaking and share it with your community so that
together we can cover the globe in God’s Word through the year. (This is not
essential, as it is not for everyone, but the response has been fantastic)
The phone app collates the videos and posts them on a wall, letting you see and
hear people from all over the world speak the words of the Bible.
This is a wonderful example of bringing together the history of oral Bible
tradition and the global reach of modern technology,
When we are reading our bibles, we will likely encounter what may feel like
familiar passages. The passages we feel we know and, almost without thinking,
we glide over them. Rather than do this, let us pause and re read those familiar
passages again to again look for what might God be saying to us - Matthew 13:16
- Blessed are your eyes to see and your ears to hear.
As we walk together through 2020 let us continue to look to Jesus , to hear and
see and support one another on our Christian journeys.
Every Blessing
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We have two vibrant units meeting on Wednesdays at Palmerston Place church,
the 76th Brownies, and the 106th Guides. Girls get involved in residential days,
crafts, badge work, fundraising and loads more.
However we are looking for a couple of enthusiastic adults to join the team.
- Brownies (aged 7-10) are looking for an occasional adult who could help to
cover leaders holidays etc., and someone to help manage their Accounts.
- Guides (aged 10-14) need a couple of adults to join the leadership team to help
with their planning and organising, and possibly also their Accounts.
Full training, and PVG is provided, for more details contact Nicola, our former
Brownie leader and current Division Commissioner by email
nicmcdermid@hotmail.com, or you may register interest at Girlguiding.org.uk

C  S OPPQ
We were supporting a single cause - the Diadem Centre, which is an initiative of
the congregation of Gorgie Dalry Stenhouse Church of Scotland. This centre is
set to provide the permanent night shelter for Bethany Christian Trust.

W  R 
The amount raised by the ‘wee sleep out’ which took place in December and
involved the children from PPC and St Mary’s raised an amazing sum of £4136.

P M Q
Earluybirds meet at 8am in the Lounge of Annan House each Tuesday – all are
welcome. Coﬀee is available. At the ﬁrst meeting of the Earlybirds prayer group
each month we are joined by our Friends from St Mary’s Cathedral.
Our evening prayer meetings meet on ﬁrst and third Thursday of the month in
Annan House at 7.30pm. All welcome.
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The PPC Friendship Club meets every Thursday in Room 1 in Annan House (next
door to the church) from 2-3.30pm It is a chance to meet and enjoy fun,
friendship and conversation together. Some choose to play games like Scrabble,
Dominoes or cards; others prefer simply to chat. An added bonus is the tea and
home baking provided by a rota of helpers.
Two highlights are our Christmas party and summer barge trip. The group is
open to anyone over the age of 60 and we would love to welcome new
members.
Calling all bakers! Are you interested in helping out with the Friendship Club?
Whether it's regularly or periodically, we would love to have you on the team. .
Please come along or speak to me if you want to know more about it.
Audrey Cisco

SR

 U H  

Booking for this year's SU Holidays
went live in January.
Brochures are available in the church
vestibule but all the information you need can be found online https://www.suholidays.org.uk/
There's a fun packed holiday for anyone from P5 to S6 in a variety of venues
including Lendrick Muir, where we have enjoyed our church weekend away in
the last two years.

W   N M
At one of the morning services in February , either 16th or 23rd, we will welcome
new members to the congregation of PPC., If you are thinking of joining or
transferring from another Church to PPC please speak to Rev Bill Taylor or
Fraser Edwards, Probationary Minister.
Further details will appear in the E-News and the Order of Service.
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The Care Van is run by Bethany Christian Trust, along with local partner
Edinburgh City Mission, and operates with over 750 volunteers, including 50
teams from across Edinburgh and surrounding areas.
The teams at Palmerston Place Church are part of this
number and they take their turn to go out with the Van on
the second Thursday of every month. The Care Van is out
on 364 nights of the year, the one night-oﬀ being
Hogmanay.
The Bethany Christian Trust website states “The Care
Van is a mobile community hub outreach service which
engages with people at their point of need on the streets of Edinburgh, providing
them with a friendly listening ear, move-on advice, signposting, sustenance and
warm donated goods.”
The “warm donated goods” are supplied to the PPC Team by donations from the
congregation and, at this time of the year, clean, warm outerwear is much in
demand.

PPC Care Van, November 2019
I met with the evening’s team at about 8.30pm and helped them load up the Van
with clothing supplies. In charge of the Van that evening was Martin Ashing who
was also the driver.
A new Van had been donated in June 2019 and this was the ﬁrst time this
evening’s team had used it – they were much impressed by the “custom
designed, state of the art professional internal features” and the increased headheight, meaning that taller team members could stand fully upright in the Van.
Nowadays, soup is provided in ﬂasks by Union of Genius and tonight’s type had a
very fancy name but would be oﬀered as ‘vegetable soup’ since service users are
a bit suspicious of anything unfamiliar.
It was a dry, but cold and quite windy night and the team was not expecting to be
overly busy, as the Winter Night Shelter was in operation (October to April).
Many of the service users would have already taken advantage of the transport
provided to take them to Gorgie Church, where the Night Shelter is located, or
would have found their own central location for spending the night.
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The team was made up of the driver and four others – one ﬁrst-time team
member and three other ‘old hands’. As there are just 5 seats in the Van, I was
not able to accompany them as they followed the speciﬁed route around central
Edinburgh. The team set oﬀ about 8.50pm, cheerfully anticipating the night to
come.
Martin later reported to me that at
- Waverley Bridge there were 18 service users (usually there are at least 20
and up to 60 in the Summer)
- King Stables Road 4 (average if anybody there)
- Grassmarket 1 (very low, usually 5-10)
- North Bridge 5 (about average)
Clothes were well received, particularly at Waverley Bridge and King Stables and
on that evening there were no really distressed or especially vulnerable people.

Joan Meikle

CQ

 

Former ﬁtness instructor Jonny Clipston was ordained and inducted into Newhills
Church in Bucksburn in January. The 35-year-old was ordained and inducted
into the charge at a special service in front of family and friends including the
Moderator of the General Assembly, Rt Rev Colin Sinclair.
Mr Clipston, whose father Stephen is also a Kirk minister, said: “My wife ML
(Mary Louise) and I are delighted to be joining the church family. I look forward
to partnering with the congregation as we reach out to the community around us
with the same love with which God has reached out to us."
Newshills Church is Mr Clipston’s ﬁrst full-time post and he said he felt excited
and daunted in equal measure. “I don't come as someone who has all the answers
but as someone who loves God and loves people and is passionate about helping
bring them together,” he added. It was in my ﬁnal year of doing Sports and Exercise Science with Psychology at Heriot Watt University in Edinburgh when I felt
called to the ministry. It came pretty much out of the blue but it did mean that I
had a good idea of what that entailed including the demands and some of the
harder aspects.”
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World Day of Prayer for 2019 takes place on Friday 6th
March at 2.30pm. . Our local service to celebrate this takes
place at St Andrew’s Ravelston RC Church this year.
Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk, is written by women in
Zimbabwe who see Jesus’ encounter (John 5:2-9a) as a call
to act in love for peace and reconciliation. There will be
refreshments following the service.

S P  CPW
The next meeting takes place on Wednesday 19th February in the Sanctuary.
The Sunﬂower Café oﬀers a meeting place at the heart of our community,
welcoming all to join together for conversation and activities. All activities are
designed to be sensitive to those with memory loss and dementia.
If you would like further information or would like publicity material to pass on
please speak with Linda Cunningham or contact the Church Oﬃce.

M   CPP MQ
The Coﬀee morning starts at 10.30am and runs through to Noon. The ﬁrst of the
2020 meetings will be on Wednesday 5th February. If you would like any further
information please contact Mary Bennett.

G T
The Green Team wants to hear from you in 2020! Do you have ideas for helping
Palmerston Place Church care for our environment? Let’s work together and
share our ideas, concerns, and encouragement with one another in the hope of
being good stewards of God’s gifts—the earth and all within it. There will be a
suggestion box out on Fair Trade Stall Sundays.
PPC is a part of the Eco Congregation Scotland network, which provides
guidance and support to local churches and their members. For helpful
information, news, and practical tips, check out their website:
https://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/
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Lent Quiet Day
“Be Not Afraid” – An invitation to keep Lent in the company of Jesus,
Saturday 29 February 11am – 3.30pm
Led by Revd Andrew Bain at St Salvador’s Episcopal Church, Stenhouse
Explore what Lent can mean for us through Our Lord’s encounters – with the
tempter in the desert, Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman, and a man born blind.
Information / booking forms available from Mairi Graham or please email
ecumenical@cathedral.net for an electronic copy. Parking available & on several
bus routes). Cost £10.

Joint PPC/Cathedral Lent Bible Study Evenings:
‘Crossing Borders – Exploring the Book of Ruth’
Tuesdays 3, 10, 17 & 24 March, 7.30pm,
Annan House, 10 Palmerston Place.
Using material from the Corrymeela
Community, Northern Ireland’s oldest peace
and reconciliation organisation. Corrymeela
helps people to learn how to live well together.
Corrymeela believes in the power of people telling their stories, of shared
hospitality, of telling the truth about the present, of turning towards each other
and ﬁnding strength, life and hope in each other.
We’ll look at one of the four chapters of the Book of Ruth at each meeting. All
welcome.
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M   D
Monday 3rd February - 7pm Heriot Watt University Annual Chaplaincy
Public Lecture followed by dinner with Professor Richard A Williams
(Principal)
Wednesday 5th February - Nazareth Trust Dinner
Thursday 6 February - Chalmers Lecture Series planning meeting
Friday, 7th February -Lunch at the Atholl Hotel with members of Christ’s College.. presbytery Service at High Hilton Parish Church
Saturday, 8th February - Lunch hosted by Aberdeen City Council at the Town
House
Sunday, 9th February - Coﬀee in James Mackay Hall, Founders’ Day Service at
King’s College Chapel Reception in Elphinstone Hall
Tuesday 11 February - Guest speaker at a Life & Work event
Wednesday 12 February - Visit Peri-natal services at PP
Thursday 13 February- Visit Heart for Art, Carluke
Sunday 16 February- Preach at Killearn Church (Drymen, Strathblane and
Balfron. Lunch with Alistair Brown
Monday 17 – Friday 21 February – Week with Army
Saturday 22 February - St Andrews University early evening reception at St
Mary’s College followed by dinner.
Sunday 23 February - Preach at the University Service in St Salvator’s Chapel
Wreath-laying at the statue of Bishop Wardlaw in St Mary’s Quad, before lunch
with members of the Chaplaincy team (of many faiths and Humanism) and
student members of the Interfaith Steering Group .
Tuesday 25 February - Arrive at Scottish Parliament Lunch with Presiding
Oﬃcer Ken McIntosh. Lead Time for Reﬂection
Wednesday 26 February - Scottish Parliament visit. Meeting with Political
leaders MSPs
Saturday 27 February – 9th March - Visit to Zambia
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It has been an honour and a privilege to serve as Session Clerk here at Palmerston
Place Church. I have been overwhelmed by the prominence given to the end of
my term of oﬃce and should like to take this opportunity to express my
appreciation.
Firstly, I should like to thank everyone involved in making Sunday 12th January
such a special day. I realise that a great deal of care and thought went into
preparing for the service, including ensuring that this ﬁtted in with the
Moderator’s diary. Also, so many people must have planned and prepared for
and served the lunch - too many to mention here but all deserving of my thanks.
If one word sums up my term of oﬃce is has to be ‘change’. We had changed to
the unitary constitution before I became Session Clerk and by bringing the work
of the Congregational Board into Session there was more to do and this probably
guided us to the need for joint Session Clerks. It was in 2012 when I took up
oﬃce that we made 2 major changes. We restructured the staﬀ team and
decided to appoint a full time Ministerial Assistant. Shortly thereafter we
changed treasurer and then when George Dickson retired as Property Convener
we set up the Fabric Group to replace him. Perhaps I should go back to some
time earlier when we were still considering what changes we needed and I had a
conversation with Willie-John. He asked whether I would be willing to be the ﬁrst
Church Facilitator. I think I replied by saying that I was not looking for another
full time job, having retired a few years earlier, but that I would be prepared to
oﬀer about half of my week to overseeing the changes. Changes are still on the
go and rightly so but it is time to hand over
I mentioned the staﬀ team – in some ways we have two teams, the support group
of Paul Mitchell in the oﬃce and our caretakers and the ministerial team, including David Hare. With my HR hat on, I was involved in appointing almost all of
these people. We have been blessed by all that they have to oﬀer and bring to
Palmerton Place. The support side has scarcely changed while I have been
Session Clerk and I personally would like to thank them for all their help to me as
well as what they do for Palmerston Place.
I can’t say the same for the ministerial team! It has been all change here. Fraser
was our ﬁrst ministerial assistant, then when he moved into training for the ministry we appointed Jack and when he also moved into training we had made the
decision that because they had been so eﬀective we would have 2 Ministerial
Assistants and last year we welcomed Audrey and Dawn.
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It has been great working with all of them and I have valued their support in so
many ways. So I would like thank them along with Bill, who has joined the team
in Colin’s absence and Colin and David, for being alongside.
I am very aware that there have been Session Clerks at PP previously who have
given years and years of service or who have had to deal with real diﬃculties and
other types of change. I have been just one link in the chain and I know that Ian’s
link is already established and that it won’t be long till John Duncan is in place.
Please give them your help and support as we move forward.
Finally, I must thank Colin for his kind words and all of you for the beautiful
ﬂowers and Bible. I am very aware that as part of the Palmerston Place
fellowship there are many folks who quietly, week by week, also voluntarily, give
hours of their time to make Palmerston Place Church the place it is.
Your contributions are valued and appreciated, perhaps we don’t acknowledge
this often enough. If the Church of Scotland is to thrive then we all need to play
a part in keeping our churches alive.
Thank you all for your prayers and all that you do and for honouring me at this
time.

Norma Rolls

LQ B  2019
2019 was a memorable one in the life of the Church of Scotland, with three
reports accepted at this year’s General Assembly that will radically reshape
the Kirk at every level over the coming years.
In the midst of diﬃcult decisions being agreed, however, there have been some
wonderfully uplifting moments with tremendous stories shared by people from
across our congregations – around 330 stories were shared this year on the
Church Of Scotland website.
Many landmark occasions were marked, with the Church of Scotland’s Social
Care Council, CrossReach, celebrating 150 years of social care, including the
launch of a touring exhibition and a celebratory service at Dunfermline Abbey
and the appointment of Dave Kendall, the new Chief Oﬃcer of the Church of
Scotland
14

LQ B  2019
Here are the Top 10 stories of 2019
The congregation of St Martin’s Memorial in Stornoway hosted a Hebrides
Revival Conference in June, marking the 70th anniversary of the Hebrides Revival
movement. Over 400 people attended the sold out event.
Major reforms to the governing structures of the Church of Scotland were agreed
by the General Assembly in May. Commissioners voted in favour of replacing the
Council of Assembly with a new 12-person Assembly Trustees body, as well as
appointing a new chief oﬃcer.
The former Stenhouse St Aidan’s Parish Church building in Edinburgh was
oﬃcially opened after being converted into a care shelter for up to 75 rough
sleepers
A bumper crop of trainee Kirk ministers graduated from Highland Theological
College in July this year. Seven of them became full-time Word and Sacrament
candidates and four became Ordained Local Ministry (OLM) candidates.
Moderator invites church members to join global prayer movement
Congregations, church members and families across the country were invited
take part in Thy Kingdom Come, a global prayer movement in 114 countries.
Church Army report reveals the value of Messy Church Research commissioned
by the Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England found that Messy Church is
reaching a large number of people who would otherwise not attend church.
Rt Rev Colin Sinclair was installed as Moderator of the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland in May of 2019.
After a high proﬁle Kirk campaign urging the UK Government not to deport two
teenage brothers, Somer and Areeb, gained over 94,000 signatures, the Home
Oﬃce granted them limited leave to remain in the UK.
St Rollox Church in Sighthill in Glasgow opened their new £2.5million community
hub church, at the heart of the biggest regeneration project in Scotland.
The Church of Scotland’s General Trustees invited your views on one of the most
crucial issues for the future of our Church: how best to manage our church land
and buildings. Every congregation and presbytery were invited to contribute
through an online survey, a live webinar, and a series of workshops across
Scotland.
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When you pray, don’t be like those show-oﬀs who love to stand up and pray in the
meeting places and on the street corners. They do this just to look good. I can assure
you that they already have their reward.
When you pray, go into a room alone and close the door. Pray to your Father in private. He knows what is done in private, and he will reward you. When you pray,
don’t talk on and on as people do who don’t know God. They think God likes to hear
long prayers. Don’t be like them. Your Father knows what you need before you ask.
Matthew 6:5-8
Reﬂect: Jesus is advocating simple, private prayer which skips the temptation to
show-oﬀ or to try and be sophisticated in prayer. Not that we should never pray
in public, but along with fasting and giving already spoken about in this chapter,
Jesus encourages us towards secrecy, intimacy and honesty before the Father.
Jesus also warns us against mechanical, thoughtless prayer – the Father longs for
interactive conversation about what we are thinking and doing together.
Respond: Try to ﬁnd time and secret space to be with God throughout this day.
Tell him about frustrating situations, people and circumstances in your life. Tell
him your joys and hopes. Share it all, the good, the bad and the ugly. The Scriptures provide precedent for all kinds of prayers and the Father loves our honesty..
'Simple prayer is necessary, even essential, to the spiritual life. The only way we
move beyond ‘self-centered prayer’ (if indeed we ever do) is by going through it, not
by making a detour around it.' (Richard Foster Prayer: Finding The Heart’s True
Home)
'I lay my head to rest and in doing so lay at your feet the faces I have seen the
voices I have heard the words I have spoken the hands I have shaken the service
I have given the joys I have shared the sorrows revealed I lay them at your feet
and in doing so lay my head to rest.' (Celtic Evening Prayer)
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A worshipping community in North Lanarkshire was being formally established
as the Church of Scotland’s newest congregaon in January.
It became oﬃcially known as Moodiesburn Parish Church in an historic move described as a "visible sign of God at work among his people". The congrega,on,
made up of people of all ages from diﬀerent backgrounds, will now be able to call
their own minister.
Rt Rev Colin Sinclair, Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland, preached at a special service where between 250 - 300 people attended
to give thanks to God for being part of a local, national and global church. Mr
Sinclair said: ““It is very encouraging at the start of a new decade to hear of a new
congregation planning for growth.”
Around 150 people regularly attend services at the church centre on Sundays and
it is used by a wide variety of community groups during the week. It was established by nearby Chryston Parish Church to address rapid growth in the former
mining village which has a population of around 7,200 people.
Rev Mark Malcolm and his Kirk Session were instrumental in ensuring the
“ﬂourishing” faith community was upgraded to full congregation status because
they recognised it presented the best opportunity for continued growth. He will
act as Interim Moderator at MPC until it appoints its own spiritual leader.

N R ?
Can you bring your professional expertise and passion for the Church to a
rewarding role as an Assembly Trustee? Would you like to share your skills and
knowledge to serve on a recently created body within the Church of Scotland?
As an Assembly Trustee, you will be directly involved in ensuring the agencies of
the Church are working to deliver the policies, projects, and strategic objectives
of the General Assembly. Four of the ﬁrst trustees must retire in May 2020 and
their skills must be replaced with equally enthusiastic Church members. We are
particularly looking for individuals who can bring experience of ﬁnance, human
resources, grant making, civil law, or IT.
Please visit the Church of Scotand website for further details.
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S   A PPC
Services at 11.00am and 6.30pm
A crèche is available every Sunday morning.
For children aged 3 and above we have
Sunday School and New Horizons.
Coﬀee and tea are served after each service.
“bringing Christian worship, fellowship
and service to the heart of everyday life”

L  AQ
You can listen to sermons from PPC
on iTunes, other podcast providers or
directly via our website www. palmerstonplacechurch.com

A F T Q
‘The Lord has told us what is good. What he requires of us is
this: to do what is just, to show constant love, and to live in
humble fellowship with our God’. Micah 6:8
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