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MINISTERIAL ASSISTANT AUDREY CISCO WRITES
Dear Friends,
As 2019 draws to a close, we are once again entering a season of expectancy and
celebra,on of Christ Jesus born amongst us—Advent. It was around this ,me
last year that I was introduced to this beau,ful piece of art, commonly known as
Mary Consoles Eve.

My mother, my daughter, life-giving Eve, Do not be ashamed, do not grieve.
The former things have passed away, Our God has brought us to a New Day.
See, I am with Child, Through whom all will be reconciled.
O Eve! My sister, my friend, We will rejoice together
Forever, Life without end.
Art and Poem by Sr Columba Guare, © 2005, Sisters of the Mississippi Abbey

This depic,on of Mary, mother of Jesus, and Eve, mother of humankind, brings
to my mind the promise of restora,on. But why would we look to the past? Why
would we turn our thoughts to the destruc,ve events of the garden so long ago?
The answer is simply, Hope. By remembering the pain, we can live into the
promise! It is my prayer that we will ﬁnd our consola,on and resul,ng joy in the
birth of Jesus Christ this Advent season.
Wishes for a blessed Christmas and a good new year from Bill, Dawn, Fraser, and
myself! Blessings,
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THIS CHRISTMAS AT PPC
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - DECEMBER
Sunday

1

11am

The prophets foretold - Fraser Edwards

6.30pm

‘Reﬂec,ons’ - Rev Bill Taylor & Fraser Edwards

Monday

2

7.30pm

Kirk Session - Room 1, Annan House

Tuesday

3

6.30pm

Presbytery of Edinburgh - Sanctuary

Wednesday 4

10.30am Coﬀee Morning - Room 1.Annan House

Thursday

5

7.30pm

Prayer Mee,ng - Lounge, Annan House

Sunday

8

11am

The word became ﬂesh - Rev Bill Taylor

3pm

Service at Sutherland Street Community Hall

6.30pm

Faith in the son of God - 1John 5:1-12 - Rev B Taylor

6.30pm

City Centre House Group - Lounge, Annan House

Monday

9

Wednesday 11 7pm
11 7.30pm

Stockbridge House Group
South House Group

Thursday

12 12.30pm Friendship Club Christmas Party

Sunday

15 11am

Tell out my soul - Fraser Edwards

15 3pm

Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance

15 6.30pm

Eternal life - 1 John 5:13-21 - Charlie Cisco

Wednesday 18 12.30pm Lunch,me Carols - Sanctuary
Thursday

19 7.30pm

Prayer Mee,ng - Lounge, Annan House

Sunday

22 11am

Na,vity Service

6.30pm
Tuesday

24 5.15pm
11pm

Carols by Candlelight - Sanctuary
Chris,ngle Service - Sanctuary
Watchnight Gathering - Sanctuary ves,bule

11.30pm Watchnight Service - Sanctuary
Wednesday 25 11am

Christmas Day Service

Sunday

Looking back, looking forward - Rev Bill Taylor

29 11am

No Evening Service
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SERVICE DETAILS

SUNDAY 15TH DECEMBER , 3PM, PPC
An opportunity to set ,me aside during the fes,ve season and remember people
who are so important to us but have passed away and are no longer with us. The
service will last about 45 minutes with ,me for contempla,on and the
opportunity to light a candle. There will be tea and coﬀee available aHer the
service for those who would like to stay. If you have any ques,ons, please do not
hesitate to contact either Audrey Cisco or the church oﬃce (0131 220 1690).

Wednesday 18th December at PPC
This is the eighth year that we have run a midweek ‘Lunch,me Carols’ event at PPC
as part of our outreach programme. Refreshments from 12.30, with the service
star,ng at 1pm. We again welcome the choir of Dalry Primary School who will
perform during the service.

Sunday 19th January 2020, 11am, At PPC
We look forward to joining our friends from St Mary’s Cathedral at our morning
service 19th January. This annual service, alterna,ng between our two churches,
sees us honouring the Week of Prayer for Chris,an Unity which involves
experiencing each others’ forms of worship, rather than coming together for a
specially wriNen ecumenical service.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - JANUARY 2020
Sunday

5

11am

Service led by Rev Bill Taylor
No Evening Service

Wednesday 8
Sunday

Monday

7pm

12 11am

Stockbridge House Group
Service led by Rt Rev Colin Sinclair

3pm

Service at Sutherland Street Community Hall

6.30pm

Service led by Fraser Edwards

13 6.30pm

City Centre House Group - Lounge, Annan House

13 6.35pm

PPC Co-ordina,ng Team

Wednesday 15 2pm

Sunﬂower Café - Sanctuary

Thursday

16 7.30pm

Prayer Mee,ng - Lounge, Annan House

Sunday

19 11am

Joint Service with St Mary’s - At PPC

19 6.30pm

Evening Service

Monday

20 7pm

Elsen Price in Concert (Australian Double Bassist )

Sunday

26 11am

Sacrament of Holy Communion

6.30pm
Monday

Sacrament of Holy Communion

27 6pm

Fabric Team - Lounge, Annan House

27 7.30pm

Kirk Session - Room 1, Annan House

Tuesday

28 7pm

Worship & Chris,an Educa,on. Annan House

Sunday

2

11am

Bible Society - Elaine Duncan

2

6.30pm

Reﬂec,ons - led by Fraser Edwards & Rev Bill Taylor

We have various groups that meet each week.
The Earlybirds Prayer Mee,ng at 8am each Tuesday, in the Lounge of Annan
House, resumes on 7th January 2020.
The Friendship Club , which meets on a Thursday at 2pm in Room 1 of Annan
House, resumes on 9th January 2020.
Baby & Toddler Group resumes aHer Christmas on Monday 13th January 2020 at
10am.
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SPECIAL LUNCH AT PPC
You are invited to a lunch on Sunday 12 January following the morning Service
to thank Norma Rolls for her uns.n.ng service as joint Session Clerk.
The lunch will be served in the sanctuary, so there will be coﬀee in the ves,bule
whilst tables are arranged. We are happy to say that the Moderator will be
preaching that morning and that Colin and Ruth can stay for lunch!
While there is ﬂexibility on the day, and all are welcome, it would be very helpful
if aNendance could be given in advance. If you are planning to aNend please sign
-up on the sheet provided in the ves,bule or contact the Church Oﬃce.

VERTICAL AND HORIZONTAL
On Sundays 1st & 8th December there are mee,ngs to
explore what it means to be a member of the church. It’s a
chance to chat about how Jesus' love connects us with God and with one
another. Like the cross itself, faith is both ver,cal and horizontal. These sessions
oﬀer the opportunity to explore and, for those who may wish to make a
commitment to Jesus and become a member of the congrega,on, to talk about
how this could happen.
Led by Fraser Edwards and Bill Taylor from 12.30 – 1.30pm, mee,ng in the
Lounge in Annan House. Please let Bill or Fraser know if you’re interested.

CHRISTMAS SERVICE OFFERINGS
We will be suppor,ng a single cause this year - the Diadem Centre, which is an
ini,a,ve of the congrega,on of Gorgie Dalry Stenhouse Church of Scotland. This
centre is set to provide the permanent night shelter for Bethany Chris,an Trust.

THE WEE SLEEP OUT
Edinburgh Diocese, St Mary's Episcopal Cathedral, Palmerston Place Church and
Edinburgh Presbytery are working together to get our young people involved in
Social Bite's global campaign to end homelessness. We will be sleeping rough in
St Mary's Cathedral on December 7th in solidarity with those who are sleeping
on the streets. If you would like to support this venture please visit ;

hNps://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/edinburghecumenicalyouth
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CHURCH OFFICE
The Church Oﬃce will close for the Christmas break on Friday 20th and will
re-open again fully on Monday 6th January, although the Church Facilitator may
be in for a short spell just aHer the New Year.
Most of the organisa,ons that call Annan House home will also be oﬀ for an
extended period. The Caretakers will be opera,ng on a reduced schedule
although the building will be checked each day.

Prayer Meetings
Earlybirds prayer meets at 8am in the Lounge of Annan House each Tuesday – all
are welcome. Coﬀee is available. At the ﬁrst mee,ng each month we are joined
by our Friends from St Mary’s Cathedral. Our evening prayer mee,ngs
tradi,onally meet on ﬁrst and third Thursday of the month in Annan House at
7.30pm. All welcome.
Please see the weekly Order of Service or website for any changes over the
Christmas period.

FREEWILL ENVELOPES
These will be available for uplift on Sunday December 15th and the following
two Sundays from Ian Garden in the Vestibule after the Service.

SUNFLOWER CAFÉ
The Sunflower Café offers a meeting place at the heart of our community, for
people to join together for conversation and activities. Activities are designed to
be sensitive to those with memory loss and dementia. If you would like further
information or would like publicity material to pass on to someone you know,
please speak with Linda Cunningham. The next meeting is the Lunchtime Carols
event on Wednesday 18th December with an earlier start time of 12.30 for 1pm.

SOUTH HOUSE GROUP
Just a reminder that the next mee,ng of this group will meet on the 11th
December. Mee,ng at the home of Dorothy Chapman,. Please contact the
Church Oﬃce for details.
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PARTY TIME AT PPC!
The Annual All Age Christmas Party takes place this year on Saturday
14th December. We’d like to invite everyone to come along and join in the fun
at the Tom Fleming Centre in Stewart’s Melville College. The party starts at 3pm
with games, dancing and quizzes before our special visitor arrives with his sack.
ThereaHer a buﬀet tea is served, aHer which we conclude with community
singing of Christmas songs and carols, ﬁnishing around 6pm. Tickets will be on
sale on Sunday mornings from mid-November. £6 for adults and Secondary
pupils (family ,cket £20), £3 for primary age pupils, Free for pre-school
children. We look forward to seeing you there!

FUND RAISING NEWS
Throughout the year we have con,nued our support for four main chari,es,
which feature regularly in our fundraising ac,vi,es - Bethany Chris,an Trust,
Chris,an Aid, The Friends of Chogoria Hospital and Fresh Start.
During the year we held fundraising Congrega,onal Lunches for each charity and
raised £807 (BCT), £1,540 (includes dona,ons received for Chris,an Aid Week),
£585 (Chogoria) and £603 (Fresh Start).
In addi,on to these sums, the summer Handsel Stall raised £400, to be shared
equally between Chris,an Aid and the Friends of Chogoria Hospital.
The Brownies and Guides Beetle Drive in October raised £378 for the Friends of
Chogoria Hospital.
We also responded to the Disasters Emergency CommiNee Appeal for Cyclone
Idai in Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe in March and £300 was raised to
support the relief work of Chris,an Aid.
Much of the money raised has had GiH Aid added to it. Dona,ng through GiH Aid
means the chari,es can claim an extra 25p for every £1 you give, without it
cos,ng you any extra.
We are enormously grateful for your consistent and generous support on each
occasion. This is greatly appreciated by everyone who organises the lunches and
the Church Treasurers who co-ordinate the appeals. Needless to say, the
chari,es which receive the funds are also extremely grateful for our dona,ons.
Thank you all so much for your support this year – it is very much appreciated.
The Service Team
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CHRISTMAS CARDS
The Outreach Team has taken the decision again to aim to deliver a Christmas
card to every address in the parish. The card has been printed and produced
professionally and it will rely on the generosity of the members of PPC to
ensure that delivery takes place.
The front of the card features the image that we
are using this year on all our Christmas material,
the inside has details of our services and the back
page has details of the church and the various
ways in which people can get in touch
The cards and a note of the streets that are in our
Parish are now available If you are able, even to
do one street, then your help will be much appreciated. The card starts with the service on 18th December so we require these
to be delivered prior to then.
If you have any ques,ons please contact the Church Oﬃce

Godly Play
Godly Play is based in the rich tradi,on of story-telling and primarily uses
hand-craHed reusable materials to tell the Bible stories of our Chris,an
faith. The Kirk Session has approved a budget for the materials but would also
like to give people the opportunity to 'Sponsor a Story'
If you would like details on how you can do this please speak to me or email
me at audrey@palmerstonplacechurch.com.
Audrey Cisco
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Christmas Greetings
Tim Glasby (and Anita) wish everyone at Palmerston Place a Happy
Christmas with best wishes for 2020 and many thanks for all the
cards, messages, prayers and visits over recent months. It is greatly
appreciated.
Wishing all at PPC a happy and healthy Christmas and a joyful New
Year! Best wishes, Martin, Pam & Clara Ashing.
Norma and Elspeth Mainland wish all friends a good Christmas and
a happy and healthy New Year
Don and Norma Rolls would like to wish everyone involved with
Palmerston Place Church a happy and peaceful Christmas and all
the best for 2020.
We wish you a blessed Christmas season, and a fulfilling year in
2020, from Dorothy and Ron Steel
Rhona, Janet and Ian Garden wish all their friends at Palmerston
Place a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful and healthy New
Year.'
Wishing everyone at Palmerston Place a peaceful Christmas and a
year of fun-filled adventures in 2020! With love from Derek, Selina,
Luke & Lochlan McCole xx
John & Audrey Brown wish everyone at PPC a very happy and
thoughtful Christmas and good health throughout the coming year.
Willie-John and Jessie Macdonald would like to wish everyone in
Palmerston Place Congregation: ‘A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A
PLACEFUL NEW YEAR.’
Fraser, Fiona, Anna and Matthew Edwards wish everyone at PPC a
Happy Christmas and every blessing for the year ahead.
.Gregor and Ruth Innes wish everyone at Palmerston Place a happy
Christmas and a good new year. Immanuel.
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ModeratorModerator-Designate
Merry Christmas from your Ministerial Assistants! We wish you a very
happy Advent season. Blessings, Dawn and Audrey
Margaret Moodie wishes all her friends in Church a happy Christmas
and peace & good health in 2020.
Jack, Becky and John Macdonald would like to wish everyone in
Palmerston Place Church a very happy Christmas and every
blessing for 2020.

FLOWERS IN CHURCH
Every Sunday morning, we enjoy a beau,ful ﬂower arrangement in church and
more elaborate displays on special occasions. AHer the service the ﬂowers are
distributed to members of our fellowship. We have been blessed to have had
Linda Cunningham undertake all the detailed organising that lies behind this
since 2010. Thank you, Linda.
Linda has decided that it is ,me to step down and we now need to ﬁnd a
replacement. Would you be able to help us by organising rotas for arranging and
distribu,ng the ﬂowers; arranging for supplies and keeping the bank account;
taking responsibility for the ‘special’ displays? If you would like to know more
about what is involved or if you can volunteer to take on some or all of the
du,es, then please speak to Linda or me.
Norma Rolls

CONCERT AT PPC
Elsen Price in Concert (Australian Double Bassist )
Monday 20th January at 7.30pm (£10 / £8 Conc / Under 18s Free )
Performing his 2019 release 'Descent of the Free' (ABC/Universal). While his
name may be unfamiliar, his playing is unforgeNable.
Elsen Price is a double bassist who ranges across classical, avant-garde, jazz,
Middle Eastern, and more. He uses real-,me looping and extended techniques
to create strata of bowed and pizzicato bass for spellbinding solo concert
performances,. The concert is presented by the ScoYsh Bass Trust.
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WISHING YOU ALL A GREEN CHRISTMAS
The Christmas season is upon us and, from presents to the Christmas dinner,
there are lots of liDle things we can do to help our planet. As a new ecocongrega.on, the Green Team has a few ideas to share with you.
Christmas cards: A huge amount of natural resources
goes into cards and, although homemade cards may not
look as professional as shop-bought ones, they can be a
lot more personal and a fun ac,vity to do by yourself or
with family. Old Christmas cards can be cut up and
recycled to make new ones that look just as good. There
is also the op,on to send e-cards.
Trees: There are now a lot of greener op,ons available
for Christmas trees. These include tree rental and recycling real trees (and if you
want one that is cer,ﬁed as organic and pes,cide-free then get one that’s
approved by the Soil Associa,on). If you have an ar,ﬁcial tree, try to keep using it
as long as possible. Remember to turn the tree lights oﬀ when you go to bed to
save energy.
Decora.ons: Try foraging for pinecones and holly for wreaths and add dried fruit
peel. Reuse previous decora,ons.
Presents: There are many op,ons to help us buy less! Consider dona,ons to
chari,es or Friends of the Earth, give an experience giH or pledge to do
something for someone. Consider making giHs and, if you are buying items, try to
choose local products. You can buy giHs made from recycled materials and also
try to cut down on baNery-operated giHs, as discarded baNeries can be an
environmental hazard. Try to cut down on paper wastage by using less paper,
avoid paper containing plas,c and cut down on sellotape too. Brown paper ,ed
with string can be beau,fully decorated by hand, adding holly, pines or a
homemade pompom. Alterna,vely, material (even scarves) can be used as
wrapping!
Food: Consider cuYng down on meat, try to choose organic and free-range
produce, and support small-scale farming where possible. There can be huge
amounts of food waste over Christmas so try to be inven,ve with leHovers or
donate them to someone in need or a local food bank. Keep an eye on food
packaging too when shopping.
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GREEN CHRISTMAS
At Palmerston Place, we are taking steps to reduce the environmental impact of
our Church Christmas Party by using:
Crockery instead of disposable plates etc.
Recyclable tablecloths
Eco-friendly crackers.
We will con,nue to work on more measures being taken next year to help the
environment.

Remember the 3 “R”s – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
and have a very Merry Christmas from:
The Green Team.

LOVE OLIVER - THANKS
On behalf of Love Oliver we would like to thank all those from PP who either
came along to the Fundraising dinner on 2 November, or gave us dona,ons.
The event raised over £8000 for research into childhood cancers. It also raised
awareness of just how many families are aﬀected by childhood cancers – 11
children and young people in the UK are diagnosed every day and a cancer
diagnosis has a life-changing eﬀect on the whole family.
The money raised at the dinner will kick start a fund to raise money to support a
technician at Newcastle University, adding to a team who work on ﬁnding gentler
treatments for young cancer pa,ents.
The charity also provides prac,cal support to families with children undergoing
treatment and is currently raising funds to provide Christmas meals hNp://
virginmoneygiving.com/fund/locookchristmas.

Maggie Gill and Mike Wilson,
Trustees Love Oliver
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MODERATOR’S DIARY - DECEMBER & JANUARY
Wednesday 4 December - Visit to Saltyard, Record Christmas message
Thursday 5 December- Moderator to visit Go for it Projects
Friday 6 December - Lunch with Primus Mark Strange and Dr Pickering
in Lord Provost’s suite. Recep,on in celebra,on of 550th anniversary of
the birth of Guru Nanak, Founder of Sikhism. New College annually invite the
Moderator to lead their Carol Service, followed by recep,on
Saturday7 December - Travel to Aberdeen Athol Hotel 54 Kings; Gate
Sunday 8 December - Preaching at Summerhill Aberdeen. Grampian Hospital
Carol Concert
Thursday 12 or Friday 13 December - Faith leaders mee,ng, SABS
Sunday 15 December - Canongate Kirk
Tuesday 17 December - 3pm Speak at 121 Carol Service
Wednesday 18 December - Ministers Fraternal Christmas lunch
Thursday 19 December - Meet ScoYsh Refugee Council in Glasgow,
Sunday 12th- Preach at PP. Lunch for Norma Rolls re,ring Session Clerk. Preach
at Moodiesburn for NCD coming to full status Mark Malcolm
Saturday 18 January - Grasping the NeNle Council of Advisers
Sunday 19 January Sandyford-Henderson - preach and do the children's talk.
A congrega,onal lunch aHer the service.
Monday 20 January - travel to London to House of Lords. Give keynote speech
at Recep,on for Senior Faith leaders and Parliamentarians to encourage Chris,an observa,on of the Holocaust Memorial Day
Thursday 23 January - Spring Harvest leaders 11-2
Sunday 26 January - Glasgow. Tour and preach at Lodging House Mission
Monday 27 January - House of Lords for Na,onal Holocaust Day
Tuesday 28 January - Visit to Glasgow University. Mee,ng with staﬀ and
students, preach in the Chapel and celebrate Communion. In the evening the
Principal hosts a private dinner,.
Wednesday 29 January - 8-9.30 2nd Linlithgow Girls Brigade Adam Rom Cross
House Linlithgow
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FIRST STEPS TAKEN
The Commission of Assembly has approved the ﬁrst steps toward radical
change in the Church of Scotland.
Mee,ng in Edinburgh on 21 November at the Assembly Hall in Edinburgh,
commissioners gave their support to a report from the Assembly Trustees
recommending the merger of the four central councils into two new agencies.
They are provisionally named ‘Faith Nurture Forum’ - a merger of the Ministries
Council and the Mission and Discipleship Council--and ‘Faith Impact Forum’, a
merger of the Church & Society Council and the World Mission Council.
The new bodies will be made up of a convener, a vice-convener and 13 members, smaller than the exis,ng councils. They will begin work on 1 January 2020.
The names of the two agencies may change, Members of the four exis,ng
councils were thanked and discharged.
Very Rev Dr John Chalmers, convener of the Assembly Trustees, said: "We have
to understand and embrace the fact that change may be the only constant. “As
we have crept closer to this ﬁrst and very modest change in our structure, it has
become increasingly clear that while everyone wants change; mostly, people
want change on their own terms. Each of us has to be the change we want to see
in our Church. And we need to adopt a new way of working – a way that is more
eﬀec,ve, more eﬃcient and more targeted on the growth of the local Church."
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PRAYER PAGE

“Praise and glory, wisdom and thanks, honour and power and strength
be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” - Revela+on 7 verse 11

Adora,on:
Our God, who created this amazing world, the vastness of space, the human race
with all its diversity, is a holy and righteous God, but also a God whom we can call
Father, who gave his only son, Jesus, to live and work in our world. This same
Jesus died to take the punishment we deserve, he rose from the grave so we can
be forgiven. This same God, who loves us more than we can ever understand, and
who longs for a close rela,onship with each one of us, deserves our adora,on
and worship. Heavenly Father, help us at Christmas, to take ,me to reﬂect on
who you are, and what you have done for us, and to share this with others.

Confession:
Lord, we confess the many ,mes we fall short of your standards, and our speed
at making excuses. We ﬁll our lives with ac,vi,es, many of them necessary, but
we omit to make ,me to step aside and spend ,me with you. We confess our
pride in cri,cising others for their faults, but are quick to make excuses for our
own sins. Lord, forgive us.

Thanksgiving:
Let us thank God for Christmas, for all that it means to us, and for freedom to
celebrate openly. We thank God for family and friends; for the fellowship we
share in our church; and for the opportuni,es to help others. Lord, help us to
“Count our blessings, name them one by one, and it will surprise us what the Lord
has done.” In a world where persecu,on is increasing at an alarming rate, let us
not take our freedom for granted.
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PRAYER PAGE

Supplica,on:
At this very busy ,me of year, let us pray for all who will lead services and
preach; teach our young folk; sing in the choir; head up the Na,vity play; keep
the sanctuary beau,ful, steward and welcome everyone; and in any other way
make people who come to our church welcome.
Pray for members, and others, grieving over lost loved ones; for the many lonely
and house bound with no family or friends to care for them.
- For members struggling to balance the needs of children and parents or
other family members.
- A good response to the invita,on cards being delivered in our parish.
- Bethany staﬀ, and Edinburgh City Mission working to alleviate the
suﬀering of homeless people, and for all volunteers who provide meals for
those aNending the Night Shelter
- For the distribu,on of the Shoe boxes that they will be a real blessing to
the recipients.
- for those families with a member in prison; for pupils from Dalry school
that they too will sense something of God's love when receiving our giHs.

Pray for Colin and Ruth that God will grant them all the stamina and energy they
need for their very busy schedule, and for ongoing faithfulness to His word . Pray
that they really will have a break over Christmas.
Lord, help us to be sensi,ve to what you are puYng on our hearts, and to be
faithful in prayer.
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Operation Christmas Child – 2019
Samaritan’s Purse and Opera+on Christmas Child – 2019
A huge thank you to everyone who has dropped oﬀ a shoebox
giH to Palmerston Place Church. We have added a wonderful 203
shoeboxes to this year’s collec,on total. All over the UK lovingly
packed giHs have piled in to collec,on points.
The Samaritan’s Purse volunteer teams are excited to start sending them on
their very special journey to bring good news and great joy to children around
the world. Albania, Moldova, Central Asia, Liberia, Nigeria, the Middle East…
shoeboxes really do go to the ends of the earth.
At church during the launch of this year’s Shoebox Appeal, we told the story of
Rebecca and heard again from her on Shoebox Sunday. This is her story
I’m Rebeca and I’m one of the millions of children who has received a shoebox. I
was born and raised in Communist Romania, in the town of Alexandra. I’m the
eldest of three children and the only girl. My family lived modestly; we did not
have a lot but we had enough. It was a great privilege to be born into a Chris.an
family however it also had repercussions for me. Being part of a protestant
family in Communist Romania resulted in rejec.on from both the communists
and the majority orthodox church. This meant that I was an outcast in school and
society. It was really diﬃcult to integrate, and I had no friends; instead I spent all
my .me with my siblings. Being an outcast aﬀected me profoundly.
Communism fell in 1989 and soon Western aid and support began to come into
the country. The country was s.ll recovering from the years of oppression and
despite the liber.es that were granted to people, the economy was hit hard and
the country thrown into greater poverty. The resul.ng impact of a poor economy
also meant that because of inﬂa.on it cost a lot to buy the simplest things, even
the basics.
On Christmas Day 1993 we went to church. We did this every year, however this
Christmas morning was going to be diﬀerent. We had been told that the church
had gi7s for the children, shoebox gi7s. I went to church that morning with a
heart full of excitement to sing in the children’s carol concert and to receive our
shoebox gi7 a7erwards. Once our concert had ﬁnished we were asked to line up
and one by one we received a shoebox from the huge pile of shoeboxes that
dominated the front of our church. When I received it I no.ced how beau.fully
packed it was with wonderful colourful wrapping paper – blue with li;le white
snowmen.
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Operation Christmas Child – 2019
I had never received a wrapped Christmas present before! At Christmas we did
not give and receive gi7s; only the fruit that the church
usually gave us. My family hurried home to open our
shoebox gi7s. I remember holding it so .ghtly with my
frozen li;le hands as I walked home through the snow,
shaking it and sniﬃng it to get a clue of what was inside,
my heart pounding with excitement and an.cipa.on.
When I got home and ﬁnally got to open it, the ﬁrst thing that struck me was the
smell – one I had never smelled before – it smelt like freedom. I recall many
wonderful items inside but my favourites were the Crayola crayons and marker
pens.
In my shoebox was a photo of a family that packed my shoebox. It was so special
to see their faces – I s.ll remember their warm smiles. Knowing that across the
ocean, thousands of miles away, were other Chris.ans like me that were thinking
of me and sent me this amazing present. This made me feel included and
accepted! It gave me a sense of belonging and hope and reminded me that God’s
love has no boundaries or borders. It reminded me that in Christ we are all a big
family. Despite the diﬃcul.es I faced, of being treated like an outcast, this small
shoebox demonstrated to me that I was not alone, that the world might alienate
me, but Jesus and his church all around the world were standing ﬁrm with me,
demonstra.ng the love Jesus has for me. I ﬁnally realised that I was no longer an
outcast!
Rebeca now lives in the UK and packs shoeboxes with her own children. She has
travelled back to Romania to help with a shoebox distribu,on. She gave a shoebox to a liNle girl called Alex and said it was a very moving experience. Alex loved
the same things in it, which she had loved all those years ago – the Crayola
crayons and a liNle doll.
Your generosity and kindness in packing shoeboxes will make a huge diﬀerence
to the children receiving them this year. We are sure that our shoeboxes will
have the same impact too in Eastern Europe where they are likely to be sent
and, thanks to your kindness and generosity, even more children like Rebeca and
Alex will have a happy Christmas and hope for the future.

Joan Meikle and the Shoebox Team
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SUNDAY AT PPC
Services at 11.00am and 6.30pm
“bringing Chris+an worship, fellowship
and service to the heart of everyday life”

A crèche is available every Sunday morning.
For children aged 3 and above we have
Sunday School and New Horizons.
Coﬀee and tea are served aVer each service.

You can listen to sermons from PPC on iTunes, other podcast providers
or directly via our website - www.palmerstonplacechurch.com.
Copies of sermons are available on CD by contac.ng the Church Oﬃce.

FINAL THOUGHT
So the Lord himself will give you this sign: A virgin
will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and
she will name him Immanuel (God Is With Us) Isaiah 7:14
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