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 FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear All 

As we start the journey through Advent how can we 
make the most of it so that we reach Christmas in the 
right spirit. Let me turn your attention to the 
example of the Wise men. “Entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother, and falling to 
their knees, they worshiped him” (Matthew 2:11).  

When the Wise Men finally found the baby Jesus, were they disappointed?  They 
might have been. After such a long journey and after the detour in Jerusalem, 
did it seem anticlimactic? It might have seemed that way: He did not look like a 
king. His home did not look like a palace. He had no sceptre in his hand, 
commanded no armies, gave no speeches, and passed no laws. No royal decree 
came from his lips. There was nothing to make you think he was a king. To the 
outward eye, he was nothing but a peasant child born in dire poverty.  

But to the Wise Men, he was a king. He possessed more royalty in a cradle  than 
Herod possessed in his fine palace. He was greater in his infancy than Louis XIV 
in his ascendancy. He was more powerful as a child than Napoleon as an 
emperor. But it did not seem that way. The eyes of flesh revealed nothing but a 
normal baby, gurgling and cooing, moving his tiny hands side to side, reaching 
eagerly for his mother's breast.  

The Wise Men saw beyond the present and in deep faith, they worshipped  him. 
They saw that this child would one day rule the world and they were not 
ashamed to fall on their faces before him. Although we read that the Wise Men 
met Herod, we do not read that they worshipped him. But when they found this 
tiny baby, these great men fell on their faces before him. To this baby they gave 
the honour due to a king. What Herod craved, the baby received.  

Kneeling does not come easy for most of us. We stand or we sit. Rarely do we 
kneel. Kneeling requires us to admit that we are in the presence of someone 
greater than us. There is no kneeling among equals. The Wise Men offer a lesson 
to us today.  

These great men, highly respected and well-educated, having travelled so far, 
understood who Jesus was. God’s Spirit had led them from somewhere in the 
east (Persia, perhaps) to a distant land, among people they did not know, to a 
house in the tiny village of Bethlehem. No doubt others knelt before them in 
their homeland. But they do not hesitate to bow before Jesus because they 
understand what royalty demands.  

 



 

 FROM THE MINISTER 
As we prepare to celebrate the King’s birthday together, let us not forget to take 
time to kneel and worship him, Emmanuel, “God with us” Lord Jesus, we kneel in 
your presence because you are greater than we can imagine. Be glorified in my life 
today. Amen. 
 

Every blessing to you and yours this Christmas from Ruth and I and our family. May 
God bless you and keep you over Christmas and into whatever we face in 2019. 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

 
 

THE YEAR AHEAD 
I will finish as Minister of Palmerston Place after the Kirk Session meeting on 
March 4th and not return until the beginning of July 2020 (and we are coming 
back!). 

During the time I am away as Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland we hope Rev Bill Taylor, recently retired Senior Prison Chaplain for      
Scotland and a member of Palmerston Place, will be appointed by Presbytery to 
act as Interim Moderator. His role will be to chair the Kirk Session meetings and 
also the Stated Annual Meeting of the congregation. Bill, will work with our Session 
Clerks, our Ministerial Assistants (Dawn and Audrey) and our Pastoral Visitors to 
ensure we have proper pastoral cover in place. 

 In terms of leading Sunday worship we have been blessed by the people God has 
given us in PP and we intend to use them to provide all the cover we need for the 
evening services and some of our morning services. We will also welcome some 
guest preachers. However, I am delighted to inform you that the Ministries     
Council  have approved the request that Fraser Edwards, one of our Elders and 
ministerial candidates, will do his 15 months probationary period at Palmerston 
Place. He will return to work with us full time from August and Rev Bill Taylor will 
be his supervisor. The plan is that Fraser will do the bulk of the Sunday morning 
preaching for the last 11 months that I am away. 

 Further details are being worked on and will be included in the February Review 
and Outlook   



 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sunday 2 11am Getting Ready (Church Gift Service) 

 2 3pm ‘Thanksgiving & Remembrance’ Service,  Sanctuary 

 2 6.30pm Catastrophe and Grace - Genesis 3:1-24 

Monday 3 7.30pm Kirk Session Meeting - Room 1, Annan House 

Wednesday 5 10.30am Coffee Morning - Room 1, Annan House 

 5 7.30pm South House Group - Manse 

Thursday 6 7.30pm Prayer Meeting - Lounge, Annan House 

Sunday 9 11am A call to be available - Luke 1:26-38 

 9 3pm Service at Sutherland Street Community Hall 

 9 6.30pm Long expected King - Genesis 49:1-12 

Monday 10 2pm Banner Group - Room 1, Annan House 

 10 6.30pm City Centre House Group - Lounge, Annan House 

Thursday 13 12.30pm Friendship Club Christmas Party Annan House 

Sunday 16 11am A call to trust - Matthew 1:18-25 

 16 5.30pm Joint Youth Night - Church Hall 

 16 6.30pm The King’s mission - Isaiah 11:1-10 

Tuesday 18 12.30pm Lunchtime Carols - Sanctuary 

Thursday 20 7.30pm Prayer Meeting - Lounge, Annan House 

Sunday 23 11am ‘Spelling out  Christmas’ - Nativity Service  

 23 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight - Sanctuary 

Monday 24 5.15pm Christingle Service - Sanctuary 

 24 11pm Watchnight Gathering - Sanctuary vestibule 

 24 11.30pm Watchnight Service - Sanctuary 

Tuesday 25 11am Christmas Day Service 

Sunday 30 11am A call to witness - Luke 2:8-20  (No evening  service) 

 2 5.30pm Sunday Evening Youth Group - Church Hall 



 

 CHRISTMAS 2018 AT PPC 

  



 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
  

We have groups that meet each week.  

The Earlybirds Prayer Meeting at 8am each Tuesday, in the Lounge of  Annan 
House, resumes on 8th January 2019.  

The  Friendship Club , which meets on a Thursday at 2pm in Room 1 of  Annan 
House, resume on 10th January 2019. 

Baby & Toddler Group resumes after Christmas on Monday 14th January 2019 at 
10am.  

Sunday 6 11am John the Baptist - behold the Lamb of God - Matt 3:1-17 

 6  No Evening Service 

Sunday 13 11am Satan, on the ropes - Matthew 4:1-11 

 13 3pm Service at Sutherland Street Community Hall 

 13 6.30pm New year message 

Tuesday 15 7.30pm International Bake-Off - Church Hall 

Wednesday 16 2pm Sunflower Café - Sanctuary 

Thursday 17 7.30pm Prayer Meeting - Lounge - Annan House 

Friday 18 6.45pm Burns Supper at PPC 

Saturday 19 12.30pm Joint House Group Lunch - Manse 

Sunday 20 10.30am Joint Service with  St Mary’s Cathedral (at St Marys) 

 20 6.30pm When you lose control, trust God - Daniel 1:1-7 

Tuesday 22 6.35pm PPC Co-ordinators Meeting - Annan House 

Sunday 27 11am The sick, no longer ill  - Mark 5:21-43 

 27 6.30pm Making a stand, graciously - Daniel 1:8-21 

  

Monday 28 2pm Ecumenical Meeting - Lounge, Annan House 

Tuesday 29 7pm Worship & Christian Education - Room 1, Annan H 

Holy Communion celebrated at both services 

Monday 21 7pm Ecumenical Service of Prayer & Worship 



 

 MODERATORS NEW CLOTHES 

 At our Kirk Session meeting in November we minuted that we would like the 
congregation to be able to present our minister with something special to take 
with him during his year in office as the Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland.   

We know that he is likely to need a new cassock and he will need a special jacket/
outfit so that he is recognised as Moderator when he is on duty at public 
events.  And Ruth will need at least one new hat!   

We have asked Colin and Ruth to let us know what would be most appropriate 
and after Christmas there will be an opportunity for members of the 
congregation to contribute towards these gifts with a view to presenting them on 
Colin’s last Sunday with us. 

 Norma & Ian 
Joint Session Clerks 

 

Tuesday 18th December at PPC 
This is the seventh year that we have run a midweek ‘Lunchtime Carols’ event 

at PPC as part of our outreach programme.   

Refreshments from 12.30, with the service starting at 1pm.  

We again welcome the choir of Dalry Primary School who will perform during 
the service. 

BURNS NIGHT 
The PPC Book Group would like to invite their friends at Palmerston Place to 
‘Burns with A Difference’ ; an evening of food and entertainment, on Friday the 
18th January 2019 from 6.45 to 9pm.  Tickets, £10 for adults, (free for children), 
will be available from the group members after Christmas.  



 

 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2018 
Thanks to your kindness and generosity, this year we have 
been able to send away a marvellous total of 159 shoeboxes.  

Since 1990, more than 157 million children in over 160 countries 
have experienced God's love through the power of simple 
shoebox gifts from Operation Christmas Child.  

This year, for the first time, our shoeboxes will be going to Romania. There they 
will be distributed to children who have probably never before received a gift at 
Christmas.   

This is Rebeca’s story and she is one of the millions of children who has received a 
shoebox. 

Rebeca says “On Christmas Day 1991 we went to church. We did this every year, 
however this Christmas morning was going to be different. We had been told that 
the church had gifts for the children, shoebox gifts. I went to church that morning 
with a heart full of excitement to sing in the children’s carol concert and to 
receive our shoebox gift afterwards. Once our concert had finished we were 
asked to line up and one by one we received a shoebox from the huge pile of 
shoeboxes that dominated the front of our church. I eagerly waited for what 
seemed like years to get my shoebox. When I received it, I noticed how 
beautifully packed it was with wonderful colourful wrapping paper – blue with 
little white snowmen. I had never received a wrapped Christmas present before! 
My brothers and I hurried home to open our shoebox gifts. I remember holding it 
so tightly with my frozen little hands as I walked home through the snow, shaking 
it and sniffing it to get a clue of what was inside, my heart pounding with 
excitement and anticipation. When I got home and finally got to open it, the first 
thing that struck me was the smell – one I had never smelled before – it smelt like 
freedom. I recall many wonderful items inside but my favourite was the Crayola 
crayons and marker pens. Despite the difficulties I faced, this small shoebox 
demonstrated to me that I was not alone - people were thinking of me and sent 
me this amazing present. This made me feel included and accepted - it gave me a 
sense of belonging and hope.”  

You can be sure that the shoebox which you packed so lovingly will be 
appreciated by the children who receive a gift this year, as much as by Rebeca, all 
those years ago. 

With many grateful thanks for your support again this year. 

Joan Meikle and the Shoebox Team 

  



 

 ONLINE ADVERT CALENDAR 
 Advent is here and hope is in the air. The four-week season, which this year 
runs from Sunday 2 December to Monday 24 December, is a special time. 

Meaning 'coming' or 'arrival', Advent is a time of prayer and preparation for the 
coming of God's Son and as we celebrate the gift he is. It is also a time when 
many look outwards to the needs of others as well as being grateful for the gifts 
we ourselves have been given. The best gifts, of course, can't be found in shops 
or purchased with money: the gifts of family, of friends, creation, a caring church 
community, and even the gift of life itself. 

Most of all Advent is a time to celebrate the Greatest Gift of all - the birth of our 
saviour Jesus Christ, born in a humble Bethlehem stable to share our life on earth 
and ultimately to defeat even death for us so that we may have eternal life. 
God's gift to us, the Greatest Gift, is the theme of the Church of Scotland's 2018 
Advent calendar. You are invited to sign up for a daily email or check our online 
Advent calendar for some daily inspiration. Just visit the Church of Scotland 
website - http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk 

Throughout the season, we'll bring you stories that highlight how church 
members around the country are celebrating the birth of Jesus and sharing their 
faith, hope and love with everyone in their communities. 

The Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, Rt Rev Susan 
Brown, warmly welcomed the Advent season saying: "The Christmas story is 
about the wonderful and shocking arrival of the Son of God into the midst of the 
lives of very ordinary human beings. That coming talks of God's love for us being 
a love that rolls up its sleeves, ready to get involved in the mucky complexities of 
human life. And that's what makes it good news. God knows us as we really are - 
yet still loves us and still comes to us! " 

This year for our daily Advent offerings we have collected moving, thought-
provoking and inspiring stories sourced from our Church of Scotland 
congregations. They will include: 

· Themed prayers - prayers have been written by figures from across the 
Church on issues close to the heart of congregations at this time of year 

· Inspiring stories - stories of creative events and personal experiences from 
individuals and groups across the Kirk at Christmas time 

· Videos - Rt Rev Susan Brown will introduce Advent, followed by a few extra surprises 
throughout the season 



 

 PARTY TIME 

The Annual All Age Christmas Party takes place this year on Saturday 8th       
December. We’d like to invite everyone to come along and join in the fun at 
the Tom Fleming Centre in Stewart’s Melville College.  The party starts at 3pm 
with games, then dancing, quizzes  more games before our special visitor ar-
rives with his sack.   
 

Thereafter a buffet tea is served, after which we conclude with community 
singing of Christmas songs and carols, finishing around 6pm.  Tickets will be 
on sale on Sunday mornings from mid-November, £6 for adults and secondary 
pupils (family ticket £20), £3 for primary age pupils, Free for pre-school        
children.  We look forward to seeing you there!  
 

CHRISTMAS SINGING 

We are looking for people to join with our existing choir to form an extended 
choir to perform at our ‘Carols by Candlelight’ service on the evening of     
Sunday 23rd December. If you are interested please speak to our Director of 
Music, David Hare, or contact him at david@palmerstonplacechurch.com  

 

REVIEW AND OUTLOOK 
Rev Colin Sinclair asks all who read R&O to inform him and his team about 
ways in which they can help - such as requests for hospital and  other visits.   
Items for the February edition should be with the Church Facilitator by 21st   
January, preferably by email to paul@palmerstonplacechurch.com. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
Unless otherwise advertised in the Order of Service or E-News, the Church 
Office is open as per the hours shown at the front of the magazine. Please 
(gently) buzz the church office buzzer and listen for the reply. 

However, despite the regular office hours, this does not always mean that the 
Church Facilitator is in the office itself but may be somewhere on the       
premises. If you do come to the office and there is no  answer, please ring the 
‘out of office hours’ bell and wait for a minute or two and the door should be 
answered.  



 

 CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 
The Outreach Team has taken the decision again to aim to deliver a Christmas 
card to every address in the parish. 

The card has been printed and produced professionally and it will rely on the     
generosity of the members of PPC to ensure that delivery takes place. 

The front of the card features the image that we are using  this year on all our 
Christmas material, the inside has a welcome and details of our services and the 
back page has details of the church and the various ways in which people can get 
in touch or follow us on social media. 

The cards and a note of the streets that are in our Parish are now available If you 
are able, even to do one street, then your help will be much appreciated. The 
card starts with the service on 10th December so we require these to be 
delivered prior to then. 

This is part of a wider plan to communicate better with everyone in our parish 
and what better way to do it than to send a card at this precious time of year to 
spread the good news. 

If you have any questions or would like to help please contact the Church Office.  



 

 JOINT SERVICE 

Sunday 20th January 2019, 10.30am 

At St Mary’s Cathedral 

We look forward to joining our friends from St Mary’s Cathedral at their 
morning service 20th January.   

This annual service, alternating between our two churches, sees us honouring 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity which involves experiencing each     
others’ forms of worship, rather than coming together for a specially written 
ecumenical service.   

 

ECUMENICAL SERVICE 

An Invitation to an Ecumenical Evening Service of Prayer and Worship for 
the  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2019. 

Edinburgh Churches Together (ECT) invite you to the above service which ECT 
is hosting for the first time. The service will be at Palmerston Place Church, 10 
Palmerston Place on Monday January 21st at 7.30pm. 

Each year the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches 
and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity in Rome, who have 
ultimate responsibility for the Church Unity Octave, invite a national church to 
choose a theme and prepare worship materials for the week. For 2019, the 
Christian Church in Indonesia has chosen the theme of “Justice, and only jus-
tice, you shall pursue “  ( Deuteronomy 16 : 18-20). 

The service will be led by Mgr. Philip Kerr, Parish Priest of St. Patrick’s,      
Cowgate and Convener of ECT and Rev. Marjory McPherson, Presbytery Clerk, 
Edinburgh Presbytery, Church of Scotland and Vice Convener of ECT. 

The guest preacher on January 21st will be Rev. Colin Sinclair, Moderator 
Elect of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 

There will be a reception following the service to which everyone is warmly 
invited. 

 Edinburgh Churches Together. 

 



 

 SUNFLOWER CAFÉ  
The next meeting of the Café takes place on  Wednesday 16th January in the 
Sanctuary.  The Sunflower Café offers a welcoming and caring environment for all 
struggling with issues of memory loss, and for their carers, to enjoy 
companionship and stimulating activity.  

If you would like further information or would like publicity material to pass on to 
someone you know, please speak with Linda  Cunningham or contact the Church 
Office.  

 

MONTHLY COFEE MORNINGS  

Please join us for coffee and conversation on Wednesday 
5th December in Room 1 of Annan House.  The Coffee 
morning starts at 10.30am and runs through to Noon and 
this will be the final Coffee Morning of 2018.  

The first of 2019 will be on Wednesday 7th February.  If you would like any 
further information please contact Mary Bennett. 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE OFFERINGS 

We will be supporting two causes this year. Half will go to Crossreach who are 
due to celebrate their 150th anniversary in 2019. The other half will go to 
Nazareth Hospital  for their Maternity Unit. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

The Church Office will close for the Christmas break on Friday 21st and will re-
open again fully on Monday 7th January, although the Church Facilitator may be 
in for a short spell just after the New Year. 

Most of the organisations that call Annan House home will also be off for an 
extended period. The Caretakers will be operating on a reduced schedule 
although the building will be checked each day. 



 

 RADICAL ACTION PLAN 
 Ministers and elders from across Scotland gathered in Clydebank in  October for 
a two-day Presbyteries Conference, convened by the Council of Assembly. The 
aim of the conference was to help lay the groundwork for a radical action plan to 
guide the future of the Church as it meets the challenges of mission in our ever 
changing world. 

Council of Assembly convener Sally Bonnar delivered the first version of a 
strategic plan to the 2018 General Assembly. The call for a ‘radical action plan’ 
came from the 2018 General Assembly, which last May rejected a proposed 10-
year strategic plan, instead directing the Council of Assembly to return in 2019 
with a more “radical” plan for 2019-22. Church members were also asked to 
consider the ideas of Rev Dr Doug Gay, a Glasgow University lecturer who 
delivered the 2017 Chalmers Lectures. 

The proposed over-arching theme of the action plan is Jesus' call to ‘Follow Me’ 
to run over the three years encouraging people to develop and deepen their 
faith, supporting churches engagement with their communities, and discovering 
new ways of being witnesses to Jesus with the courage to leave old ways behind. 

The Presbyteries conference was one of many local and national events which 
will contribute to the discussions taking place across the Church this year. 

While the Council of Assembly was tasked with presenting a plan to the General 
Assembly in 2019, presbyteries, and kirk sessions were urged to pray, listen to 
God’s call and reflect together on their mission and vision for the next three 
years. The conference heard about a range of efforts underway to support this 
Church-wide discussion on reform and renewal. . 

Church structures and governance are also under review after a Commission of 
Assembly, which met on 3 October, agreed to form a Special Commission which 
will make recommendations to ensure the Church’s national structure is ‘lean and 
fit for purpose to lead reform’. 

The recommendations will be debated at next year’s General Assembly along 
with other proposals for the radical action plan, and, if accepted, will guide 
trustees, councils and committees of the Church. 

At national level the Church has established a project team, and three work 
groups to look at: the Local Church, Discipleship and Finance.  

The Project Team includes the Acting Secretary to the Council of Assembly, 
Martin Johnstone, Principal Clerk ,George Whyte, Head of Organisational 
Programmes and project coordinator, Catherine Skinner, and representatives of 
Discipleship group Local Church group and Finance group. 



 

 RADICAL ACTION PLAN 

Around 55 representatives from 41 presbyteries attended the conference, along 
with representatives from each of the Councils, the Panel on Review and Reform, 
Ecumenical Relations, The General Trustees, Stewardship and Finance 
department and the Communications department, and took part in large and 
small group discussions. 

· The Principal Clerk, Rev Dr George Whyte, introduced the proposed theme: 
which in the first year would be “Jesus said, ‘Follow Me’”. 

· Rev Martin Johnstone, acting Secretary to the Council of Assembly, and Rev 
Jenny Adams, Convener of the Panel on Review and Reform, asked 
participants to discuss what ‘radical’ means for the Church. 

· Rev Jayne Scott, Secretary of the Ministries Council, introduced a session 
on radical planning for local churches. 

· Lesley Hamilton-Messer, leader of the Church without Walls team in the 
Mission and Discipleship Council and Phill Mellstrom, worship 
development worker, introduced a discussion on discipleship. 

· Sally Bonnar, Convener of the Council of Assembly and Rev Martin 
Johnstone led the session on next steps. 
 

Jesus said “Follow Me”: Three aspects of discipleship 

After joining together in worship and prayer the conference was offered a 
starting point: Jesus’ call, laid out in the Gospel of Mark 1:17, to “Follow me and I 
will make you fish for people. And immediately they left their nets and followed 
him.” 

Dr Whyte introduced the theme noting that all Christians share the call to be 
disciples of Jesus. This one passage, he said, can help the Church move forward 
together, by highlighting three different aspects of Jesus’ call over a three-year 
period of reform and renewal. 

Year one would focus on the call to “Follow Me”, encouraging church members 
to pray and reflect on their personal faith in Christ, on the beliefs and traditions 
of the Church and the Church of Scotland community that supports our faith. 

Year two would encourage church members to look outward and to reflect on 
how Jesus calls his followers to express our faith in our daily lives and in our 
relationships with people outside the Church: “Follow me and I will make you fish 
for men.” 



 

 RADICAL ACTION PLAN 
 Year three would ask Church members to let go of the “nets” that are preventing 
us from living out the call to be disciples of Jesus to its fullest.“Follow me and I 
will make you fish for people. And immediately they left their nets and followed 
him.”  

Rev Martin Johnstone  told the gathering  that 
everyone in the room has a part to play in 
deciding the future of the Church of Scotland. 
“There is wisdom, knowledge and experience 
within this room,” he said. “In this room there 
is no ‘them and us’ there is only us, and we 
have the wisdom to try to put in place a plan 
that will bring glory to God.”  

The conference used a “world cafe” style, 
bringing together different combinations of 
people to discuss 10 questions which included: 

· What does radical discipleship look like for parish ministers/elders/
members/people on the edge of the Church? 

· What does radical expression of the local church look like in the call to 
Follow Me? 

· What are the radical ways we need to use our resources, including our 
money, to equip us for this task? 

· How are we going to enable the local church to hear and respond to 
difficult times? 

· How do you think leadership in the local church needs to be exercised? 
 

Participants shared their views and captured the ideas discussed on post-it notes 
and paper tablecloths, which were collected for review and inclusion in the 
national planning work. 

They shared a rich and diverse variety of perspectives, both during formal 
sessions and informally during breaks. Organisers hope the conference was an 
opportunity to raise ideas that will be expanded on in the local discussions 
underway. 



 

 PPC FUNDRAISING 2018 

We have had wonderful support from the congregation for all the events that 
we have held during this year to raise funds for our various different charities, 
as the following summary shows. 

Our Congregational Lunches have been well supported raising 

U £627 for Bethany Christian Trust, of which £580 was gift-aided -  

U £995.70, of which £900 was gift-aided, at our Lunch and in donations 
envelopes for Christian Aid Week 

U £1,072, of which £486 was covered by gift aid for the Friends of   
Chogoria Hospital and 

U £427 raised for Fresh Start, of which £362 was gift-aided. 

 In July, an evening of traditional music was held to raise funds for Love Oliver 
and £670 was raised on this occasion 

In October, we combined our Harvest Appeal with an appeal from Christian Aid 
for the floods in Kerala and the Indonesia Tsunami Appeal and raised £1,782.90 

Our annual Brownie and Guides games night in October raised £285 for the 
Friends of Chogoria Hospital. 

Thank you all so much for your support this year – it is very much appreciated 
by everyone who organises the lunches and co-ordinates the appeals.   

The Service Team 

 

 

 



 

 PRAYER PAGE 

Child in the manger,  Infant of Mary; Outcast and Stranger,  
LORD of all!  

Thank you, Heavenly Father, for giving us your Son to be our   
Saviour, Guide, Friend, Teacher and so much more. Help us, even in the middle 
of frantic activities, to take time to think of what You have done for us, of what it 
cost both you and Jesus; and the Salvation we have   because of your love. Let us 
remember too, the lonely; the housebound; the  grieving; those struggling with 
huge pressures. May they experience some kindness as a friend, or neighbour 
goes out of their way to be a friend. 

Thank you for our families and friends who enrich our lives. Help us to show our 
love for them. We pray for very many families where there is division, neglect, 
abuse; where children grow up bewildered, hurt, and angry because of the way 
they have been treated.  We remember families living in poverty, where even 
basics of life are rare. Lord, please prompt someone to show kindness and love. 

We pray for homeless people and for the staff who work tirelessly to provide for 
them.  May they be enabled and blessed . We remember Bethany Christian Trust 
and their Night Shelters  Pray for the PPC team going out on December 9th.  

The gifts from our Gift Service go to families of prisoners; and to needy families 
from Dalry School. Pray these will help to bring joy to these children. Give thanks 
for all the shoeboxes from our congregation and the local area. We pray that the 
recipients will be blessed; and those who pack, transport and deliver them to 
children in many parts of the world will also experience God's love. 

Pray for our Youth Leaders as they present the Christmas story in a way that  
really gets the attention of all the young folk at PPC. We pray for Scripture Union 
as kids in school hear the story, that they too may be impacted by God's love. 

Pray for all who will attend events planned for December that they find a warm 
welcome, enjoy the various services and to takie time to reflect. Remember our 
ministry team, especially Audrey and Dawn, as they work here for the first time. 
May all have the necessary grace and strength. 

In a world where it is becoming more dangerous to be a Christian, we pray for 
pastors who risk all to encourage, teach and lead ; and for those in prison       
because of their faith.  Lord, help us to be aware of these situations and to pray 
more faithfully, giving thanks for our freedom. 

As the new year starts, Lord, help us to give thanks for the many blessings of the 
past year, for the times you have strengthened us;  and help to look forward to 
the new year with hope and joy.  

 “Count 'our' blessings, name them  one by one........   And it will surprise 'us' 
hat the LORD has done.” 



 

 FAIRTRADE UPDATE 
Some of our customers have been asking what the media reports on the financial 
troubles of Traidcraft will mean for our monthly stall.  

Firstly, not all of the goods that we sell are 
supplied by Traidcraft – there are other 
suppliers of Fairtrade products. Secondly we 
have the following quotes from Traidcraft  

  “We've faced severe financial difficulties recently, but following an 
extensive consultation process, we're thrilled to be able to say that we've 
created a plan to move the business forwards.”  

 “The new Traidcraft will be slimmed down, and the product range will be 
smaller. This does mean that we won't be able to work with as many 
producers as we have previously, but the good news is that we will still be 
able to work with some of the groups that we've developed relationships 
with over the years.”  

 This will mean cutting down on the craft items sold through Traidcraft and 
focusing on core grocery lines. We don’t know yet what this will mean for the 
favourite choices of our customers but we will try to keep you informed as we 
learn more ”  

  It is sad that staff at Traidcraft have had to take redundancy – not all voluntary  - 
and that producers in developing countries are also facing financial hardship as a 
result of Traidcraft’s financial issues. We can help by continuing to buy products 
with the Fair Trade logo either from the stall or in shops that stock them.  

 Thank you for your ongoing custom. 

 
Margaret Gill and David Boyd 

 

FREEWILL ENVELOPES 
These will be available for uplift on Sunday December 16th  and the following 2 
Sundays  from Ian Garden in the Vestibule after the Service.  



 

 SUNDAY AT PPC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can listen to sermons from PPC on iTunes, other podcast providers 
or directly via our website - www.palmerstonplacechurch.com.  

Copies of sermons are available on CD by contacting the Church Office. 

Services at 11.00am and 6.30pm 

A crèche is available every Sunday morning.  

For children aged 3 and above we have a wide range of Sunday 
groups— Beginners, Seekers, Junior Horizon, and Senior Horizon.  

Coffee and tea are served after each service. 

“bringing Christian worship, fellowship 
and service to the heart of everyday life” 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 
the government will be on his shoulders. And he 
will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

Closing thought (Isaiah 9:6) 


