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FROM THE MINISTER
Dear All
Last Sunday (19th as I write this) summed
up a lot of what PP is about and what we
look forward to in this coming year. We
had a good congrega7on as people came
back a>er their summer break. As well as
the normal service we had a number of
extra items.
We had a song from “Prince of Egypt (Story of Moses) from one of the
Searchlight Theatre Company. For three weeks during the Fringe our church is a
venue for music and drama and Chris7an outreach. Alexandre Prevert’s beau7ful
touch on the piano backed by appropriate poetry and Searchlight’s “Scrump7ous
Singalong” with Michael and Zoe were both well received. “Legacy” a play on
Mar7n Luther got a ﬁve star review from the Fringe and later we welcomed back
the return of C S Lewis “The Screwtape LeEers.” It is a privilege to contribute to
the cultural life of our city and thanks to many people whose help made it
possible.
Then we had the commissioning of Audrey Cisco and Dawn Westwood who have
joined our staﬀ team as Ministerial Assistants. They will help support our
volunteers who work with our children and youth work, and share in outreach to
the parish and community and be involved with Workplace Chaplaincy.
Jack Macdonald was not present as he, Fraser Edwards, Douglas Reid, Brian
Macleod and Iain Majcher were all at the Ministerial Candidates Conference in St
Andrews while Jonny Clipston has started his proba7onary placement at
Liberton. We remember each of them and their families in our prayers as well as
Tim Sinclair and Allan Morton in the early months in their ﬁrst charges.
Dr Alison Wilkinson brought us up to date with the work in Chogoria Hospital
and the history of our partnership with that place. On the 26th we had a lunch to
raise money for Chogoria and on Wednesday October 10th we will have our
annual joint event with the Brownies also to support the hospital. We have been
immeasurably enriched by our partnership with other places and other forms of
Chris7an work and we pray that will con7nue.
Then during the oﬀering and at the end of the service, one of our young people,
Ben Adams, played the piano beau7fully in advance of a recital he is giving in
Haddington.

FROM THE MINISTER
This year we have tried to be aware of the needs of young people. On Sunday
September 2nd we will host the delegates to the BB Annual UK Conference which
is mee7ng in our parish, glad for all those who work with the next genera7on. On
the 18th August I was at SU’s Big Celebra7on and we s7ll have members going as
campers and as leaders to SU holidays over the summer.
Over the summer we have looked at 6 great characters from the Old Testament
(three men and three women). The last of these was Job and the problem of
undeserved suﬀering. As I looked out at the congrega7on I was aware of some
who had known bereavement over the summer, others who have seen their loved
ones seriously aﬀected by demen7a and others with very really needs for whom
the book of Job has something to say. You can catch up with it and other sermons
by going onto our website online.
That was just one service which ﬁnished with an hour of chaLng and talking over
coﬀee at the end. People approached me during that 7me to ask about a future
bap7sm, about the “Church Weekend Away” (14-16 September), about how their
children were coping with going back to school or star7ng school and the impact of
exam results. Life in all the mix for all ages and all stages.
How good it is to belong to our caring, involved congrega7on. What a privilege to
be your minister as we start a new session together with lots to look forward to.
As always we need your help and par7cipa7on and I would encourage you if you
are able to consider how you might contribute. You might oﬀer to help from 7me
to 7me serve coﬀee a>er the morning or evening service (see Joan Meikle) or help
in the Welcome Team (see Ron Steel). If you could relieve our over-stretched
Crèche leaders (Carol Robertson and Carol Hajducka) by signing up to help once a
month or once every two months that would be a wonderful help (we can get you
through the various forms to ﬁll if you need to complete them).
Later in the month we will, as part of our stewardship, give folk a chance to reﬂect
on their contribu7on to make our church a living, worshipping and serving place
where newcomers fell welcome and the rest of us are helped to ﬁnd faith and
grow in our faith together. As always of course you can aEend worship, pray, give
and encourage and all of these signiﬁcantly shape our church,

Looking forward to the future

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
September 2018
Sunday

2

11am

What do you see – Jeremiah 1:4-12

2

6.30pm

Handbook for tough 7mes - James 1:1-8

3

7.30pm

Kirk Session mee7ng - Carlow Room, Annan House

Wednesday 5

7.30pm

South House Group - Manse

Thursday

6

7.30pm

Prayer Mee7ng - Lounge

Friday

7

10.30am Bereavement Support Group - Annan House

Sunday

9

11am

Wise and foolish builder:safe on rock - MaE 7:24-27

9

6.30pm

What money can’t buy - James 1:9-12

10

6.30pm

City Centre House Group - Lounge, Annan House

7.30pm

Property & Finance mee7ng - Room 1, Annan House

16

11am

The sower:sowing in diﬀerent soils - Mark 4:1-20

16

6.30pm

Who will I blame? - James 1:13-38

17

6.35pm

PPC Co-ordinators mee7ng - Lounge, Annan House

Wednesday 19

2.30pm

Sunﬂower Café - Sanctuary

Thursday

20

7.30pm

Prayer Mee7ng - Lounge

Sunday

23

11am

The rich fool:more, more, more - Luke 12:16-21

23

6.30pm

Let the word shape your priori7es - James 1:19-27

Tuesday

25

7pm

Interna7onal Bake-Oﬀ - Church Hall

Saturday

29

TBC

Doors Open Day at PPC

Sunday

30

11am

Worth inves7ng in - MaEhews 13:44-46

30

12.30pm Student & Young Adult Lunch - Manse

30

6.30pm

Taken in by impressions - James 2:1-13

1

7.30pm

Kirk Session Mee7ng

Monday

Monday

Sunday

Monday

Monday

The Baby & Toddler group resumes on Monday 3rd September at 10am in the Carlow
Room. Access is via the ramp, buggies and prams can be in Room 1. The Friendship Club
resumes on Thursday 6th September at 2pm mee7ng in Room 1 (ground ﬂoor) of Annan
House. The PPC Weekend Away takes place from Friday 14th to Sunday 16th September.

COFFEE MORNINGS
The Coﬀee Mornings will resume again in October.
These will run monthly on a Wednesday morning, at
10.30am, and will take place in Room 1 of Annan
House. This room is on the ground ﬂoor.
Please put the following dates in your diary - October
3rd, November 7th and December 5th.
Mary Benne

TRANSPORT TO CHURCH
I know many of you very kindly take friends to church already, but I would be most grateful to hear from anybody
else that might be able to help in this vital way.
Equally if there is anybody who would like a li> please let
me know and I will see what can be arranged.
Please contact me at church or call on 0131 663 8845. Alterna7vely you can drop
me an email to mwilson827@b7nternet.com
Michael Wilson

THANKS TO THE CONGREGATION
Donald, Jennifer and family would like to thank everyone for the prayers and support oﬀered and received during their son Lennox's treatment for a brain tumour.
Thanks also go those who have arrived with food parcels, which have helped us get
through diﬃcult 7mes when the situa7on has seemed overwhelming.
Lennox has been hit hard by a heavy dose of chemotherapy, and there will be a
further three intense cycles between now and Christmas. But he remains in
remarkably good spirits, considering his situa7on and discomfort. He's doing well.

HOUSE GROUPS

Our monthly house groups provide an opportunity to meet over a cup of coﬀee
with church friends to study God’s Word, encourage one another and to pray.
If you would like to discuss the Bible in a small group and share what that
means in our everyday lives then being part of a house group is for you.
Whether you have been a Chris7an for many years or are new to church life you
would be welcome to join a group at any 7me.
There are currently two groups that meet monthly - one on a Monday and one
on a Wednesday.
The Monday group meets in Annan House at PPC and the South Group meets at
the Manse.

City Centre

South

Monday

Wednesday

September

10

6

October

8

3

November

12

7

For further informa7on about house groups or to register your interest contact
the Church Oﬃce for further details.
Please also look for the leaﬂet that shows all the dates through to June 2019
which will shortly be available in the ves7bule of the Church.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
With Christmas 2017 a distant memory, we thought it
was 7me to take a moment and remember the ongoing
impact of your generosity, before we get ready for this
year’s campaign. Here are the things three children who
received a shoebox last Christmas said about it…
“It wasn’t just my ﬁrst Christmas gi - it was my ﬁrst gi ever. When I held
it, there was joy and love in my heart such that I never felt before. I knew
there were people out there who cared for me. I was not alone… we were
s$ll loved.” (Belarus)
Kirill is 12, and dreamed of having a black sports hat and gloves. Winter
came and s$ll he did not have them. When he received his shoebox he
opened it and inside was a hat, gloves, and a scarf! He immediately put
them on and did not take them oﬀ for a long $me. (Central Asia)
My name is Anna, I’m nine. In my life miracles just do not happen. I live
with my mum and I don’t have a dad. My mum has to work a lot, though
it’s hard to ﬁnd a job in the place where we live I don’t know who you are
and how you happen to know me that you’ve brought me a gi. I am very
glad and I tell everyone – just believe – the miracles come true!” (Ukraine)
In 2017 UK supporters of Opera7on Christmas Child lovingly packed and sent
678,942 shoebox gi>s to children in 13 countries across Eastern Europe, Africa,
Central Asia and the Middle East.
The shoebox gi>s handed in to us at Palmerston Place Church contributed to a
total of 95,706 sent to Belarus.
 Belarus has a popula7on of 9.5 million, with 16% under the age of 15
 31 years on from the Chernobyl disaster, the country is s7ll dealing with

the impact on communi7es aﬀected by radia7on contamina7on.
Long before the shoeboxes arrive, local volunteer teams train church and
community leaders who want to share God’s love with children in need.
Opera7on Christmas Child invests in building Na7onal Leadership Teams made up
of trained local volunteers and staﬀ within over 100 countries. These teams then
work alongside many Regional Leadership teams who in turn train local church
leaders and teachers. In Belarus, seven teams are working with 500 ministry
partners (teams of volunteers in local churches) to make Opera7on Christmas
Child possible each year.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
We have been supporting OCC for many years but the instructions remain the
same. To get started you need to…
(1) Find a shoebox - Get an empty medium sized shoebox,
and wrap the box and lid separately in colourful wrapping
paper or buy a pre-printed shoebox from us, costing 50p
each. Attach the appropriate boy/girl label, select an age
category 2-4, 5-9 or 10-14 and attach the label to the top of your shoebox.
(2) Fill with gifts - Fill your shoebox with a selec7on of fun toys, hygiene items
and school supplies. If possible, include one or two special items you know a child
will love such as a doll, cuddly toy or deﬂated football with a pump… a "wow"
item! You could also include a harmonica, yo-yo, skipping rope, ball, puzzles etc.
Pens, pencils & sharpeners, crayons or felt pens, stamps & ink pad sets, wri7ng
pads or notebooks & paper, solar calculators, colouring & picture books etc.
Toothbrush and toothpaste, a bar of wrapped soap, comb or hairbrush, ﬂannel.
Hat, cap, gloves or scarf, sunglasses, hair accessories, jewellery set, wind up
torch, wrapped sweets (best-before-date must be at least March 2019)
(3) Make your project dona*on - A dona7on of £5 is essen7al to cover project
costs, including shipping, to enable a local church or group overseas to lead a
safe, well-organised children’s event where your shoebox will be given to a child
in need. Give online at Follow Your Box and you can print out a barcode and place
it inside your shoebox on top of the contents. This will enable you to ﬁnd out
which country your shoebox gets sent to. Or you can enclose cash or cheque
(made out to Samaritan’s Purse) and place it in an envelope inside your shoebox
on top of the contents. If you are packing mul7ple shoeboxes you can write a
cheque for one combined dona7on.
(4) Pray - Pray for the child who will receive your gi>.
(5) Drop oﬀ your Shoebox - Place a rubber band around each closed shoebox and
bring it to church between 4th and 18th November.
Shoebox Sunday will be 18 November and is the ﬁnal day for handing in your
completed shoebox. At the morning service, we will have on display in church all
the shoeboxes we have received from folks in our neighbourhood and
congrega7on. We look forward to including your shoebox gi> in our display.

Joan Meikle and the Shoebox Team

LOVE OLIVER CONCERT
July 31 with Corralach and GlenBervie.
The evening started with Jennifer Gill ,Oliver’s mother, who told us the
background to Oliver and seLng up the charity.
She explained that the charity having partly
funded one PhD student,is now funding a second
PhD student researching childhood cancer in
Newcastle. In addi7on they support families with
children with cancer by way of grants,
supermarket vouchers, packs for families whose
children have relapsed and thermometers for every child diagnosed with cancer
in Scotland .
Being on chemotherapy means looking out for infec7ons and a rise in
temperature can be the ﬁrst sign of a problem. Having an accurate thermometer
could be lifesaving.
We were then treated to an evening of an amazing mixture of song and music
from both Corralach and GlenBervie
The 2 duets complemented each other with the variety of song and
instruments with such lovely harmony. The highland bagpipes and lowland
pipes were brilliant to savour in the sanctuary so that we could enjoy music
from various parts of Scotland and the north of England.
At the interval there was an opportunity for conversa7on with the charity team
as well as the musicians, sampling the delicious tray bakes .
I would like to thank the congrega7on and all those present for suppor7ng the
concert, the extended Service Team and all the ladies who provided the
traybakes
In par7cular Love Oliver wants to thank Corralach and GlenBervie who donated
their 7me and talents in a truly Chris7an way to raise money for the charity.
We raised £680 on the evening.
Michael Wilson

MUSIC AT PPC
PPC has a long standing tradi7on of variety of music used in worship and this has
con7nued in the last year. Colin is always looking for new hymns or songs to use
in worship at PPC. If you have any sugges7ons, please let him know.
We a have a strong tradi7on of blending tradi7onal worship hymns with new
songs and this is reﬂected in the list below which shows the most popular hymns/
songs sung at PPC from July 2017 - June 2018.

1

Holy Spirit, ever living

2

O God you search me and you know me

3

Come people of the risen King

4

Great is thy faithfulness

5

Just as I am (contemporary)

6

Speak O Lord

7

The Lord’s my shepherd (contemporary)

THANK-YOU
Dear friends
We wanted to write a quick note and say THANK YOU. Thank you for such a warm
welcome with the bap7sm of Lily, Richard and William. It was very special for us
to celebrate with you all. You have all been on the roller coaster with us last year.
It was really good for us to be back and celebrate the good news with you all. You
not only made us welcome but our friends said they now know why we felt so
happy at PP. Everyone made them feel so welcome at the bap7sm and had 7me
to talk to them, so thank you.
Thank you for the VERY generous gi>. It blew us away when we saw how much
you had given to us and will certainly help with formula and nappies. Thank you
to you all . Lastly thank you for giving us a church where we can always come
back to and know that we are part of the family. When we have a Sunday oﬀ we
will drop by. Till then we will keep you updated via Colin and Ruth.
With every blessing
Iain, Celeste, Andrew, Maria, Lily, Richard and William

CHAPLAINCY ON TV
Two Church of Scotland ministers feature in a new BBC documentary that
follows prison chaplains as they give spiritual guidance and religious support to
oﬀenders in the Edinburgh prison.
Rev Sheena Orr and Rev Keith Graham shared insights gained from their
experience as part of the ﬁve-person chaplaincy team working inside HMP
Edinburgh. The team also includes a Catholic priest, a Muslim Imam and a Free
Church of Scotland minister.
The programmes aired on BBC One in
August and they are currently available
to view again via the BBC iplayer.
“Faith Behind Bars” oﬀers viewers a rare
peek at how chaplains support the
religious life of prisoners, including
some of those convicted of very serious
crimes.
Sheena, who went into full-7me prison chaplaincy soon a>er becoming a
minister, said the programme will shed light on a liEle understood role.
"The documentary will focus on the religious side of our work where we are
helping people prac7se their religion, rather than the pastoral side where we
support people of all faiths and none," she said. "You will hear people say how
encountering faith and religion in prison has changed them. It's a unique insight
into the lives of prison chaplains and the people we support.
Keith, who is the parish minister at Murrayﬁeld as well as a part-7me prison
chaplain, says he joined the team when he was the minister for Stenhouse and
the prison fell within his parish.
"From earlier in my career I had a background in suppor7ng people struggling
with drug addic7on and homelessness and many of them were in and out of
prison." he says. "So I felt it was a good opportunity to use those skills. Now I am
at Murrayﬁeld, which is a very diﬀerent congrega7on, but I ﬁnd that my
chaplaincy work gives me a rounded experience and it centres me quite well. In
the prison you are working with a team of people and with lots of staﬀ, and no
two days are the same. I only go into the prison on one day a week but I like the
variety it brings."

CHURCH OFFICE
As we welcomed not one but two new members of
staﬀ to PPC in August, changes had to be made to
the church oﬃce to allow for this.
The “spare” desk has been moved to create a new
worksta7on and all the required PC/Internet/Email
set-up was completed.
As a result there are a few minor changes. There are now 3 trays on the
mantelpiece to leave mail - one for the Minister, one for the Session Clerks
and one for the Treasurer. Items for the Ministerial Assistants can be le> on
their desk and items for the Church Facilitator and Caretakers on his desk.
People occasionally borrowed pens, rulers, staplers, scissors etc. from the
spare desk. If you are looking for any of these items please borrow from the
oﬃce cupboard which has a stock of these.

BEETLE DRIVE
Wednesday 10th October 2018
7pm, Church Hall at Palmerston Place Church
This is a joint event with the Brownies who meet at
Palmerston Place Church. Adults £5, children free
All proceeds from the evening will go to the Friends of
Chogoria Hospital in Kenya.

YOUTH MODERATOR
Robin Downie has had a cracking year as Na*onal Youth Assembly Moderator.
He handed over the baton to Tamsin Dingwall at the 2019 Na*onal Youth
Assembly, Robin reﬂects on his experiences.
Describing his year as “fantas7c with so many high points”, Robin said: “Having
the opportunity to represent the Na7onal Youth Assembly (NYA) at so many
opportuni7es has been a privilege. The youth representa7ves have done a great
job and helped me out a huge amount. Of course a couple of highlights were
going to Rwanda and learning more about interfaith as well as the 1994
genocide. Travelling to the Holy Land with the Moderator was also a trip I will
never forget. It was an inspiring experience. Over the course of the year I feel like
I have developed so much. It has been inspiring learning about the Church and all
the diﬀerent things it is doing.”
Tamsin Dingwall has started her year as NYA Moderator , and Robin feels
conﬁdent in handing over to her. “Tamsin will be superb and take the role to a
new level, I’m sure. She is a very gi>ed individual who is down to earth and holds
a strong faith. I am looking forward to seeing how well she will do over the year.
Last year was Tamsin’s ﬁrst year at NYA so she knows what it’s like for people
who don’t know anything about it. She will be super at welcoming them and
helping them to ﬁt in. Overall, Tamsin brings a huge amount to the table,
alongside her charm and smile.”
Tamsin will spend her year working with the team of 18 youth reps to explore
how the discussions will be followed up and the voice of young people can be
heard throughout the year. She will also represent the NYA at various events and
encourage young people to take an ac7ve role in the Na7onal Councils and
CommiEees of the Church.
Tamsin said: “I am so honoured and s7ll slightly shocked that I have been chosen
to be the Youth Moderator of the Na7onal Youth Assembly this year. “This will
be only my second year at NYA and I am overjoyed that I will have the privilege
of leading the discussions on end of life issues, ecumenism and social media.
These are such topical issues and I feel some of the discussions may be rather
diﬃcult and emo7onal; I can't wait to see what people have to say regarding
these topics.

FAREWELL AND WELCOME
We said farewell to Jack
Macdonald at our Back to
School with God Sunday
service last week.
Jack came to PP as a ﬁrst
year undergraduate many
years ago, but for almost the last three years has been our Ministerial
Assistant. We have shared with him in the joy of his marriage to Becky and
the safe arrival of John. We have valued his ministry among us on a Sunday in
the leading of worship and preaching, and his deep involvement in the work
with our teenagers.
His pastoral visits have always been appreciated both in home and hospital
and he has sensi7vely led funerals from 7me to 7me. He has sought to
pioneer ways of reaching out to the community and supervised a number of
innova7ve and imagina7ve services.
We are sorry to lose him but are delighted that he, together with another of
our elders, Douglas Reid, starts at New College in September, both as
candidates for the ministry.
As Jack goes, (NB he and Douglas are not leaving PP though both will be away
on placement during Sunday morning service over the next few months), we
are delighted to welcome two new Ministerial Assistants, in Audrey Cisco and
Dawn Westwood.
Both will be involved in our work with children and young people, in our
outreach to the parish and community and in working with Workplace
Chaplaincy.
Both are married, each has a young family and they will bring transferable
skills from their training and employment.
Do please welcome Audrey who comes from Alabama, USA, and Dawn who
comes from Bathgate and let us help them seEle in and support them by our
prayers and par7cipa7on as they work with us in the ministry and service of
the congrega7on. These are exci7ng 7mes.

WORSHIP EVENT

BEAVEREMENT SUPPORT GROUP
First Friday of the month
7th September; 5th October; 2nd November; 7th December
10:30 – 12:00 The Lounge, Annan House.
Whether you have been bereaved recently or some 7me ago,
this group will oﬀer an opportunity to share experiences and gain support from
others who are in a similar situa7on. We will explore ways of coping with the
challenges – both big and small. Everyone is welcome. The group will operate
on a drop-in basis, so please come as and when you are able.
Further informa7on: marion@cathedral.net 07771 982163

LETTER FROM EDINBURGH CITY MISSION
I wanted to update you on what is going on in Edinburgh City Mission.
We appointed an Australian called Miles Libke into the part-7me Newington/
Dumbiedykes role, so he has now started. We didn’t appoint anyone to the
South-West Edinburgh role and we decided not to re-adver7se.
As you may know, we have been ren7ng oﬃce space for the last ﬁve years
a>er selling our oﬃce and hall in Pilrig Street/ Arthur Street, oﬀ Leith Walk.
Earlier this year we bought the Merchiston Gospel Mission Hall in Polwarth
for £35,000 and have refurbished it, cos7ng approximately £70,000. The
building is nearly ready and we will move in at the end of August. I’d like to
invite anyone in Palmerston Place who is interested, par7cularly those who
pray for our ministry, to come along to a Drop-in that we are holding on Saturday 22nd September. There is no need to book, just turn up!
We have recently partnered with the Salva7on Army and are helping them to
run debt management sessions in Gorgie, Granton and Newington, and
partnered with CAP to run Life Skills courses in Wester Hailes (Holy Trinity
Church of Scotland), Tollcross (Central) and Newington (Community Church
Edinburgh) in the Autumn.
We have applied to the Henry Smith Trust for full funding for three years for
a new Mission Strengthened (the name we are now giving to all our outreach
staﬀ) in North West Edinburgh i.e. Pilton, Muirhouse, Granton, etc. Our hope
and desire is that we will be able to “s7mulate and strengthen the church’s
mission” in these desperately impoverished parts of the city, pray with
Chris7ans in these areas, and provide them with support and encouragement
in their community engagement and eﬀorts to share Christ with their
neighbours.
Many thanks again for suppor7ng Edinburgh City Mission.
God bless,

Duncan Cuthill
CEO Edinburgh City Mission

SUNDAY AT PPC
Services at 11.00am and 6.30pm
“bringing Chris3an worship, fellowship
and service to the heart of everyday life”

A crèche is available every Sunday morning.
For children aged 3 and above we have a wide range of Sunday
groups— Beginners, Seekers, Junior Horizon, ESMS Boarders and
Senior Horizon.
Coﬀee and tea are served aAer each service.

You can listen to sermons from PPC on iTunes, other podcast providers
or directly via our website - www.palmerstonplacechurch.com.
Copies of sermons are available on CD by contac*ng the Church Oﬃce.

C]^_`ab cd^ebdc
I am not wri3ng you a new command but one we have had
from the beginning. I ask that we love one another. And this is
love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have
heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in
love.

