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 FROM THE MINISTERIAL ASSISTANT 

Dear All 

As Colin is away, he has asked me to write the letter for R&O - and as it is the last 
R&O before I go to university I thought I would take the opportunity to write 
about my time as Ministerial Assistant.  

The last two and a half years have certainly been an adventure! I have done 
things I never thought I would. I have made mistakes and learned things. I have 
met amazing people and said goodbyes to others. I have laughed hard and faced 
struggles, and my faith has been strengthened and stretched.  

Over the past two years I have spent my entire week with the congregation and 
perhaps the thing that has stood out the most is the is number of people that 
are quietly helping and serving in a way that is almost invisible to the rest of the 
congregation. I thought I knew that Palmerston Place was a fantastic church 
before I started my role as Ministerial Assistant but I now realise that I had no 
idea. 

When I go to visit in hospital I find another member of Palmerston Place already 
there visiting and caring. When I go to someone’s home, I hear of the elder who 
has just been.  When we need support for work with our children and youth 
there are leaders ready to help, thoughtfully preparing. When I have a problem, 
there is always a willing person quietly there to help.  

Wherever I turn I can’t keep up with the work already being done by the 
congregation, and the support and encouragement that this has been to me 
cannot be overstated.  

The role of Ministerial Assistant at Palmerston Place is unlike any other I have 
heard of in the Church of Scotland – and one that has allowed me to test my gifts 
and calling while being mentored in a very positive environment. Working with 
Colin, Norma, and the rest of the team at Palmerston Place has been better than 
I could have hoped for. The time, the patience, and the faith that they have put 
in me has been greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

I want to end by saying a very genuine and heartfelt thanks to the congregation 
for the prayerful support I have received, and the way people just get on with 
what needs done – including prayer for the Ministerial Assistant! It makes it such 
a special church.  

As I leave my role as Ministerial Assistant I want to encourage you. Please, keep 
up the amazing work that you are doing, work that so practically shows the love 
of Christ and reality of our faith – I have seen the difference it makes in the lives 
of those that you are helping.  



 

 FROM THE MINISTERIAL ASSISTANT 

Jesus said in the gospel of Matthew: 

But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, 
who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

As summer comes and many of us face a time of change, I pray that God will re-
ward you and give you the refreshment and encouragement you need to carry on. 

God Bless 

Jack 
MINISTERIAL ASSISTANTS 

Farewell 
As Jack heads off to study at New College in the autumn we would like to make a 
presentation to him on Sunday 26th August, his last Sunday with us, when there 
will be a chance to thank him for all that he as done during his time with us at 
Palmerston Place Church and wish him well for the future. 

If you would like to make a contribution towards a gift for Jack, then there will be 
an opportunity to do so after the service on  5th, 12th and 19th August. 
 

Welcome  
Having re-advertised for  a Ministerial Assistant (Children’s and Families) alongside 
a replacement for Jack we are delighted to be able to let you know that we will 
have two new Ministerial Assistants joining us at the end of August.   

At interview we discovered that both ladies had strengths which would suit both 
posts so  they will each be responsible for an aspect of our work with the children 
and young people on a Sunday morning and they will each spend half a day per 
week working for Workplace Chaplaincy Scotland.  We look forward to meeting 
Audrey Cisco and Dawn Westwood soon.  

Dawn lives in Bathgate and currently works for Royal Blind—Forward Vision  where 
she directs a staff team looking after the needs of young adults.  Audrey has       
recently arrived in Edinburgh from the USA where she worked for an Autism and 
Behavioural Health Centre.  Both Audrey and Dawn have been involved in Sunday 
School work and other church based activities involving young people.  Please do 
look out for them and make them feel welcome. 



 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

July 2018 
Sunday 1 11am No other name - Acts 4:1-22 

 8 11am Responding to tough times - Acts 4:23-31 

Monday 9 2pm PPC Banner Group - Room 1 

Thursday 12 2pm Afternoon Tea at PPC - Room 1, Annan House 

Sunday 15 11am Hannah - model for motherhood - 1 Samuel 1 & 2 

Wednesday 18 2pm Sunflower Café - Sannctuary 

Sunday 22 11am Gideon - trusting God - Judges 6-9 

Sunday 29 11am Ruth - love shown in loyalty - Ruth 1-4 

Tuesday 31 7.30pm Traditional Music Concert - Sanctuary 

August 2018 
Sunday 5 11am Samson - fatal flaws dealt with - Judges 13-16 

Sunday -     
Saturday 
(Not Wed 8) 

5 

11 

7pm Alexandre Prévert : Piano & Poetry 3, Sanctuary 

(Full details of shows on page 18) 

Sunday 12 11am Esther - fulfilling your calling - Esther 

Monday 13 6.35pm PPC Co-ordinating Team Meeting, Annan House 

Tuesday -  
Saturday 

14 

18 

 Saltmine Theatre Company, Sanctuary 

(Full details of show on page 19) 

Wednesday 15 2pm Sunflower Café, Sanctuary 

Thursday 16 2pm Afternoon Tea, Room 1, Annan House. 

Sunday 19 11am Job - father with staying powers - Job 1-42 

Monday -  
Saturday 

20 

25 

 Searchlight Theatre Group, Sanctuary 

(Full details of shows on pages 20 and 21) 

Sunday 26 11am Back to School with God Sunday  

Wednesday 8 12.30pm Organ Concert - Nancy Crook 



 

 TIME FOR TEA 
While both the Morning Coffee and the      
Friendship Club are on their summer break a 
monthly Afternoon Tea has been arranged to 
allow all who normally come to these events to 
meet up during the summer. 

Thursday 12th July - 2-3.30pm  

Thursday 16th August - 2 - 3.30pm 

Both events take place in Room 1 of Annan House, which is on the ground Floor 
and is also accessible via the outside ramp.   

Please come along for tea, coffee, cakes and conversation. For further information 
please contact Sally Marshall. 
 

 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
There is no evening service at PPC during July and August, 

The Baby & Toddler group, which meets on each Monday during school term time 
is on its summer holiday and will resume in September. 

The Earlybirds prayer group meets for prayer and coffee every Tuesday at 8am - 
everyone welcome.  The Thursday prayer meeting resumes in September. 

The Friendship Club is on its summer break and resumes on 6th September.  

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
The Church office  is closed for holidays from Wednesday 4th July and re-opens on 
Monday 30th  July.  During that time routine calls and mail will be  dealt with by 
Susan Kidston on Tuesday evenings, Thursday afternoons and Sundays. 

For all urgent matters please contact either of our Session Clerks, Norma Rolls or 
Ian Graham. 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS 
The Coffee Mornings are over until October. This was the first year I had to cancel 
a Coffee Morning due to weather. After expenses we had £55 in the kitty which I 
have sent to Love Oliver, a Charity for children with Cancer. 

 

Mary Bennett 



 

 AN EVENING OF TRADITIONAL MUSIC AT PPC 

We are delighted to host a relaxing and fun evening  with Corralach and      
Glenbervie in aid of the charity “Love Oliver”. 

Corralach is an Inverness  based folk duo who sing a wide range of songs drawn 
from Scotland,Ireland and America, together with self penned offerings, both 
accompanied and a cappella. Their music is voice led ,with an emphasis on     
harmony.Glenbervie  perform Scottish and traditional music on a variety of                    
instruments ,mainly guitar, clarinet, smallpipes, whistles, harmonica and vocals. 

Love Oliver is a charity set up  by Andy  and   Jennifer in memory of  their son 
Oliver Gill who died at 6 months of age from a rare cancer.  

The family have been involved with Palmerston Place Church 
for 60 years and   Oliver’s great grandfather Morrison was 
Session Clerk for 30 years. 

The charity raises money for research into cancer in children as well as          
supporting  the children and families. The charity was Charity Champions of the 
Year 2017 and Jennifer received a British Citizen Award for Services to                
Volunteering  in January 2018. 

The concert  promises to be an evening to remember  and all the money        
collected by tickets or donation will go to Love Oliver, such a well deserving 
cause  for all these children with cancer, hoping to  find treatments  and above 
all keep Oliver’s smile and story alive. 

 Michael Wilson 

 

FAIRTRADE STALL 
After a break due to being at the Walpole Hall, the Fairtrade Stall returns to 
PPC . The first stall with take place on Sunday 1st July. 
 

Corralach and Glenbervie  In Concert 
Tuesday 31st July at 7.30pm 

Palmerston Place Church  
Admission £10 



 

 HITCH-HIKER’S GUIDE 2018 

 When he wrote the book ‘The Hitch-Hiker’s Guide to the 
Bible’, the Minister at Palmerston Place Church, Rev Colin 
Sinclair wrote ; 

“My aim is to help students, young Christians and church 
members see how the Bible holds together. I want to take them on a journey 
through the Bible showing how each part contributes distinctly to the whole. I 
want to excite them and encourage them to explore it themselves and provide 
them with the necessary tools. By giving background, insights and an overall view 
to each book and section I hope people will say “Oh I see now” and then go on 
and read for themselves.” 

In March, April, May and June 2018 through a series of gatherings, each a stand-
alone session, were held at Palmerston Place and Colin Sinclair took those in 
attendance on a journey through the bible in a relaxed environment. 

You can listen again on our website by going to -palmerstonplacechurch.com 
simply click on the 
‘Sermons’ tab and select 
‘Hitch-Hikers 2018. 

 

If you would like a copy on CD, please contact the Church Office. 

 
 

SUMMER BBQS 
Once again we have enjoyed our summer BBQ at Cramond.  Thank you to 
everyone who came along and helped to make the event such a success.  Also 
extra thanks to all those who helped with the organising, cooking and  clearing 
away afterwards—your help was much appreciated. 

Next year we are proposing to move this end of session event to St Mary’s where 
we will join them in a BBQ/Bring and Share lunch  with activities  for the children  
(and adults!).   

Please note Sunday 23rd June 2019 in your diaries now. 

 



 

 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Around 500 women ministers and their supporters brought Edinburgh traffic to 
a standstill on 22 May as they marked the 50th anniversary of a historic 
decision to ordain women to the ministry of word and sacrament. 

Holding a bright blue banner and singing the hymn, “We are Marching in the Light 
of God”, they processed up the Mound to New College. They were greeted by the 
Moderator of the General Assembly, Right Rev Susan Brown, under the statue of 
Kirk founder, John Knox. Very Rev Dr Lorna Hood, who was Moderator in 2013-14 
was among those leading the procession.  

From the steps leading in to the Assembly Hall, Rev Dr Margaret Forrester 
identified herself as commissioner number “007— licensed to preach” before 
speaking of her pride in the occasion and the long difficult journey she and other 
pioneers had taken. Rev Mary Morrison and Rev Catriona Morrison, the first 
mother and daughter to be ordained into the ministry, addressed the crowd and 
read a prayer. Afterwards, a special celebration was held in the Assembly Hall. 

Dr Forrester, one of the most prominent campaigners all those years ago, spoke 
movingly of how women had been “gagged by the church we loved and sought to 
serve.” In 1967, having been refused permission to address the General Assembly 
on the matter of the ordination of women, she described how they were offered 
a room off site from New College. Dr Forrester said: “Because no-one else would 
come we invited the press.” The tactic worked and the following year the vote on 
women’s ordination as ministers of word and sacrament “was so decisive there 
was no need to count.” Dr Forrester, who received a standing ovation from 
Commissioners, also remembered Rev Grahame Bailey, minister of St Martin's 
Edinburgh, who worked alongside the women campaigners of the church. His 
former parish was the first church to ordain women elders. 

 

Many Thanks 
Many thanks to all from PPC who contributed recently to the fund raising for the 
Nazareth Trust and the Fresh Start Walk.  

£12,700 was the total raised by Ruth Sinclair and Alison Wilkinson  walking the 
Jesus Trail (a full report on the trip is in the May edition of the magazine). 

David Holt & Colin Sinclair took part in recent Fresh Start Walk and raised £410.  

 



 

 FROM THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland has rejected the proposed 
strategic plan for the next decade, opting instead to order the Council of 
Assembly to return in 2019 with a more “radical plan.”  

Sally Bonnar, convener of the Council of Assembly introduced the strategic plan, 
Worshipping God, Inspiring Faith, Connecting People, saying it was the result of 
two years of work and a widespread grassroots consultation that had involved 
more than 2,000 church members across Scotland. 

“Words which emerged here from people include change, fluidity, uncertainty, 
constant shifts. An impression of a constantly and rapidly changing landscape. 
This is not a comfortable position for the church where mechanisms for change 
are slow and thoughtful. In terms of challenges, none of these will come as a 
surprise to any of you.” 

The plan, aimed to chart a course for the church for the next 10 years and to 
address the most pressing challenges facing the church including: reduced 
numbers in church congregations, missing generations of churchgoers, a 
dramatic fall in income, and the need to let go of surplus buildings. 

During the sometimes volatile debate Rev Robert Allan brought a counter-
motion calling for “a radical action plan for 2019-2022 to achieve much-needed 
reform within our church.” 

Mr Allan criticised the strategic plan saying: “To agree to this plan would be to 
put another nail in the coffin of the institutional church. What we need is urgent, 
radical action. We have had 60 years of decline and it will be worse in 10 years.” 

Outgoing Moderator Very Rev Dr Derek Browning added his voice to the debate, 
calling the report, “very thick on gloss and very thin on substance”, and saying he 
had “rarely read a report from any Council of this Assembly that has caused me 
so much disappointment. My fear is if the current plan proposed by the Council 
goes ahead this thin and insignificant plan will disappear back into the Council of 
Assembly and decisions about the future direction of the Church will be made by 
the Council and not this Assembly.” 

The Convener, in response, said she had much sympathy with what had been 
said and agreed that the Church needs radical change. However, she believed 
rapid change is hard to achieve because of the complexity of Church views and 
structures.  



 

 FROM THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Commissioners voted 439 to 130 in favour of Mr Allan’s amendment,      
meaning the Council of Assembly will now work to propose more radical    
reforms to be achieved in a shorter time. 

Mr Allan’s other proposals, which include a suggestion that reforms be based 
on the 2017 Chalmers lectures by theologian Rev Dr Doug Gay, and proposals 
from five other commissioners were discussed on Wednesday. 

The General Assembly passed Rev Robert Allan's proposal to: "Instruct the 
Council to work collaboratively with other Councils, Committees and Presby-
teries to bring proposals to the General Assembly of 2019 for structural 
change, consulting with the Rev Dr Doug Gay about the ideas contained in the 
recent Chalmers lectures and with other appropriate persons with expertise 
in the reform of institutions and structures, to enable a Church structure that 
is lean and fit for purpose to lead reform." 

Other motions also passed instructed the Council of Assembly to: 

Bring forward proposals to the General Assembly of 2019 that will allow more 
funds for mission work... and to reform the Ministry and Mission allocation 
process 

Instruct Presbyteries to create robust, imaginative and courageous Presbytery 
Plans, to reduce the number of charges, create ministry hubs, enable new 
pioneer and new church planting opportunities, and new reformed pathways 
into ministry 

Instruct Kirk Sessions to work with Presbyteries to reflect on the state of de-
cline of the national Church and in particular how that affects the Church   
locally and determine what their vision and mission is for the next three years 

Instruct the Council of Assembly and the Mission and Discipleship Council to 
include the views of elders younger than 40 in the radical action plan 

Instruct the Council to clarify in the Annual Report and Accounts how councils 
and committees make savings and reduce spending to balance the budget 

Commissioners also considered the future of the national offices at 121 
George Street, voicing concerns about the cost of the consultation, the delay 
in making a decision, and the expense of an Edinburgh based headquarters. 
However they agreed to instruct the Council of Assembly to continue its work 
and return with a recommendation in 2019. 



 

 FROM THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
The Church of Scotland has much to contribute to society and people don’t 
have to be Christians to "respect its advice", an MP has said. 

Joanna Cherry QC said she fully endorsed the concept that the Kirk “did 
humanity” as well as God and decisions taken by the General Assembly this week 
bore a “powerful witness”. 

The Edinburgh South West SNP MP spoke out after Very Rev Dr Derek Browning 
expressed frustration that some organisations appeared to find it difficult to 
work with the Kirk because they “don’t do God”. 

The former Moderator appealed to governments, charities and other 
organisations to engage with the Church because it possessed an abundance of 
expertise and resources to help change society for the better. 

Miss Cherry said: “Governments, charities and other groups should work in 
partnership with the Church - you don’t have to be a Christian or ‘do God’ in 
order to do that. You can be an atheist or an agnostic and still aknowledge the 
good work that the Church does in society. To respect the Church’s advice, you 
don’t have to be a Christian to think that the Church has something to 
contribute.” 

Miss Cherry attended the General Assembly in Edinburgh for the report of the 
Church and Society Council, which is the political and social affairs wing of the 
Kirk. 

She was invited by the Church’s QC, Laura Dunlop, who was her devilmaster 
when she trained to be an Advocate, and hosted by Rev Michael Mair, minister 
of St David’s Church in Broomhouse, which is in her constituency. 

Miss Cherry, who is a Christian, said she fully agreed with the Kirk’s steadfast 
position that it doesn't get involved in party politics. 

“It is right for the Church to take a stance on issues that are current in politics 
such as Palestine and the position of EU nationals in the UK after Brexit,” she 
added. “It was really good to see the Church and Society report affirming the 
importance of protecting the devolution settlement from the consequences of 
Brexit.” 

Miss Cherry said she was very impressed by the content of the Church and 
Society Council report and the “incisive but very respectful” debate on a wide 
range of issues. 



 

 FROM THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
The Church of Scotland has moved a step closer to allowing some Ministers 
and Deacons to conduct same-sex marriages in the future. 

The General Assembly voted 345 to 170 to instruct the Legal Questions    
Committee to prepare legislation with safeguards in accordance with the 
Marriage Scotland Act. But commissioners agreed that the committee should 
only act if, in its opinion, said safeguards “sufficiently protect against the risks 
they identify”. The committee will report its findings to the General Assembly 
of 2020. 

The motion calling for legislation to be prepared was put forward by Rev    
Bryan Kerr, minister of Greyfriars Parish Church in Lanark. It was amended to 
ensure the committee had the power to recommend  withdrawal following a 
call from Rev Peter White of Sandyford Henderson Memorial Church.  

The debate was carried out in a spirit of grace and humility, but there was no 
mistaking the strength of feeling expressed in the Hall. 

Speaking afterwards, Mr Kerr said: “I am delighted that that the General    
Assembly continues on a road where we are able to say to people in same-sex 
relationships that the Church has a place for you. I am pleased we have 
reached this point and I have already had reaction from parents of people in 
same-sex relationships who are overwhelmed that the Church accepts that 
God loves them. It was clear from the floor of the Assembly that many com-
missioners appreciate having a choice with their families as to whether they 
act as minister or a parent of the bride or groom.” 

Rev Mark Malcolm, minister of Chryston Parish Church in Glasgow, is a    
member of evangelical Kirk group, Covenant Fellowship Scotland. Reacting to 
the vote he said: “From those of us who want to uphold the traditional and 
orthodox teaching of the Church, it is possibly as good an outcome as we 
could expect.  Looking into the future, I think what is likely to happen is in-
stead of the default position of the Church being orthodox and traditional, it 
will be revisionist and you will have to opt-in to the orthodox position rather 
than holding that position.” 

Mr Malcolm said the tone and tenor of the debate was civil and people were 
respectful of those who hold very divergent views. But he claimed that the 
decision had implications for peace and unity within congregations. Mr     
Malcolm said: “This has not been a happy or peaceful process and people are 
largely weary and tired of this debate. They just want to get on with what it 
means to be the Church and proclaim the Gospel.” 



 

 BASCK TO SCHOOL WITH GOD 
A Back to School with God Sunday church service is a 
fantastic way to pray for and support your young people 
and school staff at the start of a new school year. 

It is an excellent bridge between church and school, and an encouragement to 
Christian pupils and staff to consider the fact that God is not confined to church, 
but goes with them to school. 

A wide variety of churches, both large and small, some with 
few children and others with many, mark the start of a new 
academic year by holding a Back to School with God 
Sunday service.  The 2018 theme is Read! Listen! Do! and 
the service explores the Bible story of Philip and the 
Ethiopian in Acts 8.  

BTSWG Sunday at PPC will be on Sunday 26th August at the morning service. 

Stewarding at the Fringe 
There will be three weeks of performances at PPC during 
the Edinburgh Festival and full details of these are given 
later in the magazine. 

 As in previous years, we will be looking for people to volunteer as stewards. 
Sheets will be made available in Church during July.  

If you would like to offer to help before then, please email the Church Office or 
speak with Susan Kidston. 

 

Sanctuary Restored 
Thank you all for bearing with us while the Sanctuary was out of commission .  
We are indebted to St Mary’s Cathedral for providing us with the use of the 
Walpole Hall and for inviting us to share worship with them at Pentecost. 

We must also express our appreciation  to our own staff and volunteers who 
made the transition work Sunday by Sunday and also to those who came along  
to help with the cleaning  once the works were finished.  We are lucky to have so 
many willing Palmerston Place people! 



 

 THANKS 

The Mainland family, Norma, Alasdair and Elspeth gratefully acknowledge the 
cards, letters, telephone calls and flowers sent to them. 

Visits to Maxwell in hospital were much appreciated and also the prayerful 
support they have received from so many friends in the past weeks. 

Our sincere thanks to all. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LUNCH 

Our next lunch takes place on 26th August in aid of Chogoria 
Hospital.  These regular events are a great chance to get to meet 
and chat over a simple soup lunch. If you have never been to one 
before, please do come along and try it. Lunch is served in both 
the Church Hall (upstairs) and the Lothian Room (ground level). 
 

Church Weekend Away  
This weekend away is for anyone associated with PPC. It takes place at 
Lendrick Muir from 14th - 16th September. People can stay over from Friday 
evening until Sunday afternoon or commute to Lendrick Muir. Details can be 
found in the booking leaflet, available from church or Church Office. 
 

Handsel Stall 
The Handsel Stall is open again in the Lothian Room each Sunday.  As in the 
past, we are looking for donations of home baking and garden produce to sell 
on the stall. All funds raised will be divided equally between Christian Aid and 
Chogoria Hospital in Kenya.  

The Handsel Stall will be open every Sunday morning in the Lothian Room 
from 10.30am until the start of the Morning Service. All donations of home 
baking will be very welcome and, once the growing season gets underway, 
every kind of garden produce will be warmly received. 

Volunteers are needed to run the stall on a Sunday morning and there is a 
rota in the Lothian Room for you to sign – your help on just one Sunday will 
be greatly appreciated.   

Joan Meikle 



 

 PRAYER PAGE 
 

“Let petitions and praises shape your worries into 
prayers ….  Before you know it, a sense of God's 
wholeness …. will come and settle you down.”    

Philippians 4 vs. 6 and 7 - “The Message” 
 

For those on holiday pray for 

Safety in travel and a time of renewal and refreshment.  A break from the 
cycle of daily life,  with time to reflect on what really matters.  A chance to 
be part of and encourage other churches 

For those staying at home pray for 

Imaginative ways of taking 'time out' despite being at  home.  A welcoming 
spirit to visitors to our church and city.  Awareness of those who may be un-
well during the summer months. Those who are in hospital or housebound. 
Those who give themselves in caring for them 

For those who use the summer months for outreach 

In Summer Missions, SU camps or holiday clubs. Involvement in student out-
reach teams or international student welcome. Those who will come to the 
Saltmine and Searchlight productions. Those involved in hospitality and a 
welcome to both companies 

For our Sunday services during the summer 

For those who will be leading and preaching. For those who run the crèche 
throughout the year, perhaps welcoming strangers in the holidays. For older     
children who come, that they will feel welcome and blessed.  For all leading 
our children and young folk, giving our regular leaders a deserved break. 

 

In August some children will be starting school, others moving from Primary to   
Secondary, and others moving from school.  Pray for good support, anticipation of 
new experiences, and the ability to face new challenges.  Pray for parents and   
carers as they cope with these changes 

In the face of the seemingly endless atrocities and suffering in Syria and Yemen,  
let us cry out to God to show us how to pray –    for all involved in humanitarian 
aid, that they will not lose heart, but persevere in the face of an almost impossible 
situation;  for the perpetrators of the war that they may see the evil of their ways 
and work towards breaking  the impasse. Keep praying! 



 

 OBE  AWARD FOR PPC MEMBER 
From the Edinburgh Evening News - 8th June 
 

An inspirational primary headteacher who transformed a school in one of the 
Capital’s most under-privileged neighbourhoods has been recognised in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours List.  Lindsey Watt, who retired in February from 
Castleview Primary in Craigmillar, was awarded an OBE for services to           
education in the Capital. The much-loved teacher took the school’s official 
rating from “fair” to “excellent”.  

Ms Watt, who was born in Restalrig, worked in Lothian schools all her career, 
teaching at Winchburgh, Sciennes, Gilmerton and Bonaly before becoming 
head at Abbeyhill, then Sciennes and moving to Castleview in 2005.  

“After doing a Columba 1400 leadership course, I decided I wanted to work in 
an area of regeneration. It was one of the happiest times of my life working in 
Craigmillar.” Shortly before she arrived the school had been rated only “fair” in 
several areas. “We worked very hard at raising attainment and in 2013 the in-
spection came out ‘excellent’. It was largely down to the wonderful team I had 
working with me, who worked so hard for the benefit of the children in Craig-
millar.” Ms Watt is on the International Council of Education Advisers, which 
advises Deputy First Minister John Swinney on educational matters. And she 
serves as a tutor with the Columba 1400 leadership organisation based in Skye.  
 

Operation Christmas Child 2018 
Yes, we know it’s only July/August but already we are thinking ahead and have 
begun to make some of the arrangements for this year’s Shoebox Appeal. We 
are confident that we can count on your support again and we are anticipating 
a great response to the 2018 campaign.  

We have been looking at the summer lines in the supermarkets and several are 
stocking outdoor summer games, many of which would be suitable for putting 
into a shoebox. Look out too, later on, for the “back-to-school” special offers 
on pencils, pens and paper. Every shoebox should include a soft toy to love and 
some basic hygiene items - a bar of wrapped soap, a face flannel, a toothbrush 
and toothpaste - these could be bought over the next few months to spread 
the cost   …and don’t forget to keep the shoebox from your new shoes this 
summer! 

Joan Meikle and the Shoebox Team 



 

 PRÉVERT: PIANO AND POETRY  

Alexandre Prévert                                         
graduate pianist Conservatoire of Paris.  

August 5-7th, 9th - 11th, 7pm (75 mins) 

Palmerston Place Church 
The show will last  approximately 75 minutes. 

Prévert: Piano and Poetry is a concert-show created and performed by the young 
French concert pianist Alexandre Prévert (21 years old) graduated from Conserva-
toire de Paris.  This concert-show is an invitation to go on a musical and poetic 
journey through time and history, focusing on great classical music composers and 
great poets, accessible to all audiences.  

This is Season 3 of the Prévert: Piano and Poetry concert/show entitled “Are You 
Ready for a Life Change? “ The event is free but ticketed. The shows were im-
mensely popular last year so to secure a ticket for one of the shows this year go to  
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/prevert-piano-and-poetry-season-3 

You can find all the latest news about Alexandre Prévert  via 

Youtube : youtube.com/PrevertAlex / Twitter : http://twitter.com/PrevertAlex 

Facebook : http://facebook.com/PrevertAlexandre  
 

Nancy Crook - Organ Recital 

August 8th at 12.30pm (60 minutes) 

Palmerston Place Church 
Experienced organ virtuoso, Nancy Crook, plays a varied pro-
gramme of familiar and less well known organ masterpieces, including: Fantasia 
and Fugue in G minor BWV 542 by J S Bach; Recit de Tierce en Taille by Nicolas de 
Grigny; Piece Heroique in B minor by C Franck; Chorale Fantasias on When I survey 
and Old 100th by C H Parry; selection from 24 Pieces in Free Style Op 31 Book 2 by 
L Vierne; and Prelude for a Solemn Occasion, The Sweet Rivulet from the       
Hovingham Sketches and Fanfare by F Jackson. Admission free, this is a non-
ticketed event. 



 

 SALTMINE THEATRE COMPANY 

Legacy : The Story of Martin Luther 

August Tuesday 14th - Saturday 18th  

7.30pm Tuesday - Friday 

2.30pm - Saturday 18th  

Palmerston Place Church 

The show will last                       
approximately 65 minutes. 

A group of students gather in a    
lecture hall to discuss the life of   
Martin Luther.  

They're captivated by Luther's story 
and discover a man compelled by his 
conscience, devout faith and intense 
study of scripture to challenge     
accepted practices and beliefs.  

A man who had the courage of his convictions at great personal cost and 
whose unprecedented work to translate the Bible into his mother tongue     
reveals a heart's desire to reach out to all people.  

Uncover the life of a true pioneer and appreciate his legacy today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets for all of the performances for the shows taking place at         
Palmerston Place can be purchased by going to the official fringe website 
-  https://tickets.edfringe.com/  



 

 SERACHLIGHT AT PPC   

 



 

 SEARCHLIGHT AT PPC 
 



 

 SUNDAY AT PPC IN JULY & AUGUST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can listen to sermons from PPC on iTunes, other podcast providers 
or directly via our website - www.palmerstonplacechurch.com.  

Copies of sermons are available on CD by contacting the Church Office. 

Service at 11.00am  

A crèche is available every Sunday morning.  

For children aged 3 and above we have a summer holiday 
programme during the second part of the service. 

Coffee and tea are served after the service. 

“bringing Christian worship, fellowship 
and service to the heart of everyday life” 

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.  

Closing thought 


