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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear All
Many thanks to all who have made our temporary move to the Walpole Hall
work so well. We have had to adjust to a new place and a new way of doing
things, but many have really enjoyed out temporary “home from home”. Our
evening service in Room 1 has been so well attended we nearly ran out of chairs
last Sunday.
If there was one message that came out of the General
Assembly last week it is that, like it or not, things are
changing at an increasing rate and every year the
challenges facing the Church are growing. We face the
problem of too few minsters, too many buildings, a
declining membership and many good folk who are tired
or discouraged. However we do not lose heart. God has
not changed, the gospel still changes lives and our faith
is able to help us in our hour of need.
None of the above is surprising and we have, as a congregation, over the years
tried to adapt and have made many changes. However we, like other
congregations, will have to adjust even more in the years to come. I have no
doubt that with God’s help, we can get ready for whatever tomorrow may bring,
but only if we are willing to make the commitment that is necessary and each
one of us play our full part.
In recent years we have had the joy of seeing one family after another leave PP
as someone within that family has been called into the ministry. That is very
exciting and we give God thanks. However their departure means that someone
else has to step up to the responsibilities they leave behind and new people
need to be brought into the congregation. Whether we pray, welcome,
encourage, invite others or serve, we can all do something.
As we look forward to the summer and living life at a different pace let us
believe that God has a purpose for Palmerston Place and our Church of Scotland
and let us enjoy being part of the adventure of faith that lies ahead
Every blessing

WALPOLE HALL AND PALMERSTON PLACE
The repair work on the roof and back wall has now been completed. The painter is
now painting both as well as touching up one of the cornices. Then we have to
remove the elaborate scaffolding (one week’s work) and clean the church. Our
plan is that our last Sunday in the Walpole Hall will be Sunday 17th and our first
Sunday back at PP will be Sunday 24th.
June will therefore look like this ;
3

Walpole Hall followed by Church barbecue at Cramond Kirk.
Evening service in Room 1 , Annan House, PPC

10

We invite you to join St Mary’s at 10.30am as the Walpole Hall is being
used by another organisation. The children’s work will go on as usual in
Annan House.
Evening service in Room 1 will include informal communion

17

Our last Sunday in the Walpole Hall and we invite all the children to
join us for this last service.
Evening service in Room 1

24

First morning Service back in our Sanctuary in Palmerston Place.
The last Evening service before the summer, in our Sanctuary

In July and August we will have morning services only, at 11am in Palmerston
Place. Our Evening Service will return in September.

CHRISTIAN AID APPEAL
Thanks to all who contributed to the Christian Aid appeal.
Final counting is underway but it is expected that PPC will
send around £1400 to the appeal this year.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
June 2018
Sunday

3

11am

How Easter changes us - Acts 2:29-41

3

6.30pm

A great ambition - Philippians 3:12-21

4

6.30pm

City Centre House Group, Lounge, Annan House

Wednesday 6

6.30pm

Hitch-Hiker’s Guide - Bible Study, Annan House

Thursday

7

7.30pm

Prayer Meeting, Lounge, Annan House

Sunday

10 10.30am Worship at St Mary’s Cathedral

Monday

10 6.30pm

Resolving conflict - Philippians 4:1-7

Monday

11 7.30pm

Kirk Session - Room 1, Annan House

Tuesday

12 7.30pm

Property & Finance - Room 1, Annan House

Wednesday 13 7.30pm

South House Group at the Manse

Sunday

17 11am

Silver and gold have I none - Acts 3:1-10

17 6.30pm

A fresh mind-set - Philippians 4:8-13

Wednesday 20 2pm

Sunflower Café - Annan House

Thursday

21 7.30pm

Prayer Meeting, Lounge, Annan House

Sunday

24 11am

Preaching Christ - Acts 3:11-26

24 6.30pm

Partnership in the gospel - Philippians 4:14-23

Monday

25 2pm

Banner Group Meeting - Room 1, Annan House

Sunday

1

No other name - Acts 4:1-22

1

11am

No Evening Service in July & August

Baby & Toddler Group meets each Monday at 10am until 11.30am in Annan
House. Its final meeting of this term will be Monday 25th June
Each Tuesday the Earlybirds Prayer Meeting takes place at 8am in Annan
House. This continues throughout the summer. All welcome for early morning
prayer and refreshing coffee.

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD
On Sunday 27th on our Anniversary Sunday in the Walpole Hall the congregation
were told that both Jack Macdonald and Douglas Reid had passed Assessment
Conference and were accepted as Candidates for the Ministry of Word and
Sacrament. Both will start at New College in September. As the Moderator of the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland Rt Rev Susan Brown was also in the
congregation Colin invited her to come and shake hands with each of them before
Colin prayed.
We also welcomed back Fraser Edwards, who, like Jonny Clipston, will start his last
year of study after the summer. Fraser has just finished his placement at Carrick
Knowe and will do a summer placement alongside a Prison Chaplain.
Two days before the Moderator welcomed Tim Sinclair and Allan Morton among
those who had been inducted into their first charges.
While Ruth and I are away on holiday Jonny, Douglas and Jack will lead the
morning services and Jonny and Jack will take the last two evening services before
the summer break. Please pray for all our candidates and their families. We look
forward to welcoming back Iain and Celeste and their family on 15th July.

CAN YOU HELP PROVIDE ACCOMMODATION ?
Every year in August we host a number of events at the Festival Fringe. Many
people kindly help with stewarding and catering. However this year we urgently
need new host families to help us accommodate the actors and their back up crew.
Can you help?.
Host families provide bed and breakfast. Ruth and her team provide an evening
meal at PPC and the actors make their own arrangements for lunch.
We are looking for help to host Saltmine Theatre Company who will arrive on
Sunday evening 12th and leave again on Saturday 18th. .We also need help hosting
Searchlight Company who arrive on Sunday 19th and leave on Saturday 25th.
Those who have hosted in the past have always enjoyed the experience and the
team have always been a pleasure to have. If you want to know more or can offer
to help with either or both weeks, please speak to Colin or Ruth Sinclair or email
csinclair@churchofscotland.org.uk or ruth@plamerstonplacechurch.com
Many thanks.

FROM THE GENERAL ASSEMBLEY
The last full week in May was a busy one for me - I spent it at the General
Assembly. Over 800 elders and ministers got together to hear about what the
Church of Scotland is doing and vote on decisions that will affect its future.
One of the first orders of business was to install the new moderator, Susan
Brown. Throughout the week she conducted proceedings with a real pastoral
heart, genuineness and not a small degree of humour, often reminding the
assembly to K.I.S – Keep It Short!
Highlights of the week included a report about the growth of the African
church. This report, talked about the importance of mission and discipleship,
helped frame the decisions made from that point forward. On the Tuesday we
celebrated 50 years since the first ordination of woman ministers. The assembly
also had many debates on subjects ranging from how the church should
respond to climate change to how we can practically help refugees.
It was agreed that the church and society council should use the considerable
investments we have to challenge the oil and gas companies to keep to the
Paris Climate agreement.
The assembly closed with the very encouraging report on mission and
discipleship – encouraging elders to become disciples of someone, and in turn
to find someone to disciple – echoing the report from the start of the week.
The tone of the assembly was a challenging one – all of the 800 commissioners
have the right to ask questions of those who run the church, and this year they
were not afraid to do so!When the church’s strategy document came through it
was not felt to be radical and urgent enough, and they were asked to go away
and think again. When we looked at the Westminster Confession of Faith it was
felt that it did not have an influence on the way we operated as a church and
perhaps also should be looked at.
This was an assembly that was acutely aware of the very real and urgent challenges facing the Church of Scotland at the moment but was not afraid of them
– and was willing to tackle them head on.
Overall my impression was of a church that is full of competent, passionate people, who are determined to make a difference and bring the kingdom of heaven
through the work of the Church of Scotland and it was good to see that when
we work together the impact we can make is really greater than the sum of the
parts. I very much enjoyed being part of the week and would recommend going
to anyone who is interested.
Jack Macdonald

HITCH-HIKER’S GUIDE
Hitch-Hiker’s Guide to the Bible has been a big
success and its last meeting will be on Wednesday
6th June, in Room 1 of Annan House (ground floor
level).
Each evening opens at 6.30pm with a chance to
catch up with each other over a light meal.
At 7.15pm the meeting formally opens with a talk by Colin on selected books of
the bible and will be followed by a discussion in groups then Q&A. Each evening is
a stand-alone event, all welcome.
Colin’s talks from the previous sessions are available to ‘listen again’ on the PPC
website - www.palmerstonplacechurch.com.

If you would like a copy on CD, please contact the Church Office.

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Friendship Club with its barge trip at the end of May is now on its summer break
and will return in September.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 19-25 MAY
You may have already read Jack Macdonald’s article re the GA on page 7. Next
month’s Review & Outlook will provide a comprehensive look back at the
Assembly. It looks like it was an interesting week.

FAIRTRADE
We have decided to wait until we are back in
Palmerston Place before we have our next stall.
We would like to let the congregation know that
if our regulars have anything they would like if they let us know the week before
we will bring it to the Walpole Hall the following week.
David Boyd & Margaret Gill

E-NEWSLETTER
This is a weekly newsletter produced in the Church Office and sent to a large
number of people. The purpose of the newsletter is to keep people in touch with
what is happening at PPC, allows for the sharing of information that can’t be
covered in just the order of service or slides and to give reminders about what is
coming up in services.
If you don’t receive the newsletter but would like to do so please contact the
Church Office.

SUMMER WORK WITH THE CHILDREN
Throughout the year volunteers help run programmes for all ages from the
Crèche to the teenagers and all ages in-between. During the summer we want to
provide something for our children and young people. Of course many of them
are away on holiday for varying periods and sometimes the number of children is
small.
We hope this year again to allow some of our regular volunteers to have some
well-earned time off and are looking for some of our congregation who have PVG
clearance to volunteer to help either to lead or be the supporting adult (we need
two adults with the group) on one or more Sundays. Materials and resources will
be provided.
If you are able to help can you speak to Jack Macdonald or sign up the list at the
table as you enter the Walpole Hall? Many thanks. Volunteers for the crèche are
always welcomed and appreciated by both Carol Hajducka and Carol Robertson.

IN CONVERSATION WITH THE MODERATOR
On the 50th anniversary of the historic decision by the Church of Scotland to
ordain women as ministers, Rev Susan Brown is the incoming Moderator of this
year’s General Assembly. Here, Life and Work’s Editor Lynne McNeil speaks to
Susan about life in the ministry.
Rev Susan Brown, minister of Dornoch Cathedral since 1998, is honoured to have
been chosen as the Moderator-Designate. As one of the first woman ministers to
serve in the Highlands – she was called to Killearnan in 1985 – she was also the
first woman minister to serve in the presbyteries of Ross and Sutherland and has
served as Moderator in both.
Barely five feet tall, she is warm, witty and self-deprecating, but brimming with
energy, determination and vigour in her drive to serve not only the Church but
her local community and the world beyond. It is clear parish ministry is at the
heart of all that she does. She is passionate about Dornoch and does not miss an
opportunity to promote the Highland town.
Her theme for the year is ‘Walking with’, rooted in her early church life, where
hillwalking was a regular activity.
“Walking is good for your mental health, your physical health and it is good for
your spiritual health, as well as for the environment. When you are walking you
are talking to people in a different way. Conversations take on different flavours.
You and others move – and as you do, you remember life is always a journey –
and in that thought we find echoes of the road to Emmaus Road.
“I would love to have as many different people as possible, within and outwith
the church, joining me on different walks during the year.”
Born in Edinburgh, Susan grew up in Penicuik, worshipping at Penicuik North. It
was here that she first met her husband Derek at the age of ten in the church’s
Sunday School. Derek and Susan, who married in Penicuik North in 1981, are part
of a group of five or six people around the same age who went on to be ordained
into the ministry of the Church of Scotland from that congregation alone. Derek
is lead chaplain at Highland Health Board and chaplain to Raigmore Hospital in
Inverness.
Susan says her faith was nurtured by both ministers at Penicuik North, and by
her involvement not only with Sunday School, Youth Group and Scripture Union
but also by links with Youth With A Mission.

IN CONVERSATION WITH THE MODERATOR
It was in those early formative years that she sensed a call to the ministry of
the Church of Scotland. She studied theology at New College in Edinburgh and
served as a probationer at St Giles’ Cathedral for two years, and was then
called to Killearnan on the Black Isle.
Just over a year into her ministry, Susan discovered she was pregnant with
her son, Simon, now aged 31. She braced herself to resign, but instead found
the news at the Kirk Session greeted with a bottle of celebratory champagne.
“Simon used to go to old people’s homes with me, just in a sling and he was
loved by them. I think I only had three or four weeks off. He and my daughter
Hannah, who arrived in 1990, went everywhere as appropriate”
It is the privilege of leading worship among people who let you in on all the
highs and lows of their lives – the beautiful and the messy moments.
In 1998 she moved to Dornoch – ‘it seemed a good time to consider a move’ –
and her two decades there have seen the congregation throw itself into serving the community, with a successful application to the Church of Scotland’s
Go For It fund resulting in the appointment of a Community Outreach
Worker.
Her eyes light up as she talks about the many projects the congregation has
been involved in as a result – including Natter and Nosh, a fortnightly lunch
club and a weekly club for adults with learning disabilities, another to help
with developing cooking and social skills through a bakery project (and a
separate one for schoolchildren with learning disabilities) – and a new project, still in development, for men in sheds, linking with a local CrossReach
care home.
Being visible and a huge part of the local community – Dornoch Cathedral lies
at the very heart of the Highland town – Susan is also passionate about
creative worship.
“At Lent and Easter we have created all sorts of experiences to help inspire
people to look more deeply at living and growing in faith. That leads on to
services every night during Holy Week when we get about 60 to 70 people
attending each night. We do a dawn service on the beach on Easter Sunday
morning, followed by breakfast and the main service. Then at night we do an
Emmaus Road communion when we follow the two disciples and create often
a big circle in the crossing round a table set for dinner.

IN CONVERSATION WITH THE MODERATOR
“On the last day of the year we have a
labyrinth, which was first set up by our youth
group. Dornoch has a street party on Hogmanay
which brings in 3000 people. The labyrinth is
open between 4pm and 6pm. You can take as
long or as little time as you want, to do it. It is
about journey into the heart of Christ and
turning round to face a new year with Christ in
your heart.”

Her theme of ‘Walking with’ is going to be at
the heart of all she does during her year of
office as the Church’s ambassador.
Reflecting on what parish ministry has meant to her, she simply says: “It is the
privilege of leading worship among people who let you in on all the highs and
lows of their lives – the beautiful and the messy moments.”

BAKING FUN

A year ago, contact was made with Joyce Swan from Friends International, about
exploring some possibilities with International Students. Joyce suggested we try
and reach students through hosting a “Bake Off” and so last year we teamed up
with Buccleuch Church to run this event.
A number from Palmerston Place Church helped by doing baking, making tea and
coffee and generally chatting with the students whilst playing games.

BAKING FUN
Last year the Bake Off met every second month in PPC. When
students arrived they helped themselves to tea and coffee and
chatted with those from the Team, or with each other. There
were tables set up with games to play, such as dominoes, Uno
and Kerplunk! We then usually split the students into 2
groups to take part in a baking demonstration. This involved them measuring,
stirring and learning about the ingredients. The groups then swapped over so
they had done two bakes. The bakes have ranged from treats like flapjacks,
scones and banana loaf to savoury bites, such as bacon and cheese shortbread.
The evening progresses with students then having more tea and coffee whilst
eating the baking and chatting. It’s a great opportunity for them to have a safe
space to meet each other, be welcomed to Edinburgh and experience being in a
church family. We can take an interest in them and support them whilst they
are here to study. The baking is great fun and very tasty, but the most
important aspect is the relationships that are formed. Numbers vary - we don’t
know how many will come on a night, but Friends International advertise for us
on Eventbrite and Facebook. Numbers have ranged from 7 or 8 up to 20. There
have been Under Graduates, Post Graduates and some who are now in work
and are still in the International Community. People have come from Ecuador,
Japan, Korea, China and India to name a few.
So that was last year. This year PPC will be doing it ourselves in partnership
with Friends International and we think this will help us develop better
relationships with the students. We have nearly enough volunteers to run two
teams, so that the commitment is still for three Bake Offs as it was last year. It
will run on a Tuesday evening (25th September, 23rd October and 20th November
2018 and 15th January, 12th February and 12th March 2019) from 7-8.45pm and
there is no preparation needed unless you are a baker.
We would love for you to know what we are doing, for you to pray for us and if
you feel you would like to come for some tea/coffee and baking and share with
the International Students, we would love you to come. You can come to chat
with the students, be one of our bakers or help with working in the kitchen
providing tea and coffee. If you have a signature bake, we’d love to know! If,
like me, you’re not a baker, you can do something like Rocky Road which isn’t
technically a bake, but still tasty! It can be anything. It is very relaxed, we go
with the flow and have a great time together. If you would like to know more,
then please contact me, Caroline Hare on canddhare@sky.com, 0131 312 7652
or see me at church.

PRAYER PAGE
Isaiah 40:31-1 “But they that wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”

So often, Divine One
the tasks before me
feel overwhelming and impossible
The expectations of others weigh heavy
upon my shoulders.
At times like these,
I think I need to do something
to invest more time and effort
to pray longer and harder
to embark on a journey
in search of the Kingdom.
When I am too tired to "do" anymore
when I am content just to "be"
when I stop long enough to rest
when I am finally ready to give up
I find myself sitting on a treasure
You have hidden in a field
waiting for me to discover
When I lift the treasure
from its hiding place,
I find that You have
graced me with adequacy
for all that lies ahead.
~Susan Gregg-Schroeder
Copyright © 2018 Mental Health Ministries.

PPC WEEKEND AWAY 2018
Lendrick Muir
14th - 16th September 2018
This weekend away is for anyone associated with Palmerston Place Church.
People can stay over from Friday evening until Sunday afternoon or commute
to Lendrick Muir for any or all days .
The draft programme for the Saturday looks like this ;

More details can be found in the booking leaflet. Please collect one from
church or contact the Church Office.

GO FOR IT!
The Church of Scotland’s Go For It fund has announced its latest round of funded
projects, with four new main grant recipients and seven continuation grant
recipients making the list to receive a total of over £330,000 between them.
Go For It grants are enabling projects to deliver positive change, said David
Williams, Go For It Fund Manager. “It is great to see churches running projects
which transform church and community.
“These new grants cover a vast range of projects, from those meeting the needs of
young families to those working with people with addiction issues, and from those
caring for people who are in need due to poverty or isolation, to working with
asylum seekers and refugees.”
First established in May 2012, the Go For It fund’s main focus is on funding change
in churches and communities across Scotland. So far, over £5.2 million has been
distributed to projects across Scotland and England since the fund’s inception.
Over time, it has encouraged creative ways of working which develop the life and
mission of local churches, and are transformative for both communities and
congregations.
The fund offers small grants, main grants and continuation grants to applicant
projects, the funding amount of which is dependent on varying factors. A small
grant allows projects to develop their initial ideas and test them out, and
applications are assessed on a monthly rolling period. The maximum award
available for a main grant is £90,000 over a three year period. Continuation grants
are aimed at continuing the funding after the main grant period has ended, with a
maximum of £40,000 provided over a further two years.
Any Church of Scotland congregation is welcome to apply. If you're a voluntary
sector organisation or another denomination or faith based group, you're still
welcome to submit an application, but evidence will be sought that you have a
close working partnership with the Church of Scotland.
The chosen projects were judged on the five criteria listed below, and successful
applicants had to provide evidence on how they were meeting at least two of
these:
Meeting identified needs in the community, Nurturing Christian faith within and
beyond the church, Tackling poverty and/or social injustice, Developing new
ecclesial/ Christian communities, Creating work which is genuinely innovative and
shares good practice with others.

GO FOR IT!
With this new round of funding, brand new projects have been able to come
on-board to deliver positive change within their communities. Here’s the full
list of the main grant recipients after the April
2018 round of funding including what they aspire to achieve through their projects:
Marchmont St Giles’ Butterfly Project
A “cradle to grave” project which has developed over many years to include a
church centre with the provision of a café. The kirk session and congregation
aspire to be at the heart of the community, providing activities via the centre
to children, parents, older folk and the volunteers who enable it all to happen.
Maryhill Parish Church, We Make Maryhill
Working with vulnerable groups , particularly older people who are isolated or
excluded through poor health or social circumstances, and young people at a
vulnerable age. Also working with all ages in the local community who want to
develop their skills and spiritual lives through volunteering.
Carrick Knowe Parish Church – In It Together
To make a difference to children and their families living in the Parish by
providing affordable family activities for those with young children, including
cooking classes, gardening, dinner and movie nights, arts and crafts, etc.
Sandhead Learning and Internet Centre Community Café and C.H.A.T
(Computer Help and Tips)
Provide community cafés located in various church halls. People have the opportunity to discuss their digital needs in an informal setting with an option to
take part in courses and being able to access the Internet and online services.
Go For It - Training Event - Engaging with Your Community
Tuesday 26 June, 121 George Street, Edinburgh
As part of our programme we are providing you with the opportunity to
increase your skills and ability to engage with you community along with
increasing your understanding of community dynamics. This event is open to
potential, new and experienced Go For It projects and provides an
opportunity to network with people from other projects.

SUNDAY AT PALMERSTON PLACE
Services at 11.00am and 6.30pm
“bringing Christian worship, fellowship
and service to the heart of everyday life”
A crèche is available every Sunday morning
For children aged 3 and above we have a wide range of Sunday
groups— Beginners, Seekers, Junior Horizon, ESMS Boarders and
Senior Horizon.
Coffee and tea are served after each service.
.

You can listen to sermons from PPC on iTunes, other podcast providers
or directly via our website - www.palmerstonplacechurch.com.
Copies of sermons are available on CD by contacting the Church Office.

Closing thought
Keep honouring God with your life. Stay in peace,
trust his timing and God will open doors no one
can shut.

