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 MINISTER’S LETTER 

Dear Friends, 

The name Peter Drucker will be familiar to you if you are a student of business or 
economics. To put it simply, he was one of the great minds of the 20th century. 
His writings include Managing for Results, The New Society and The Effective 
Executive. For over a generation he taught in the leading universities of America 
but his writings were well known in Europe and further afield.  

These are his words: “Progress is obtained only by exploiting opportunities, not 
by solving problems. When you solve problems, all you do is guarantee a return 
to normalcy.” It is a statement worth pondering. Most of us spend most of our 
time solving problems, and in so doing, we think we are making progress. In 
actual fact, merely solving a problem only returns us to the status quo. The same 
is true of every human endeavour. We spend most of our time solving problems 
and wondering why we don’t make any progress.  

It is no less true when we come into the church. The biggest part of our energy is 
spent solving problems, putting out fires and sticking our finger in the dyke to 
hold back the onrushing water. Problem-solving is important, even crucial, but it 
is not progress. Progress comes only when you exploit opportunities. 

By the time you read this we will have been out of our sanctuary for a couple of 
weeks and hopefully the work is progressing to secure the roof for a long time. 
Meanwhile we have to adjust to a new place and a new way of doing things. The 
temptation is, of course, to try and make the new seem as similar to the old as 
possible. We find change difficult especially if it imposed on us and not 
something we had chosen. But a change allows us to try doing things differently. 
The fact is we need to change to survive in our ever changing world.  The ways 
we used to do things often no longer work as well as they once did. We can 
either drag our heels or think creatively about what needs to be done to open up 
the future.    

This month we will celebrate both Ascension Day (on a Thursday so often 
overlooked!) and Pentecost. This is when God started to do things differently. 
Christ’s return to glory, the gift of the Spirit and the birth of the Church would 
unleash a movement that turned the world upside down. Although its roots 
were in the past, and it drew from its rich heritage and history in the Old 
Testament new ways of working had to be devised almost from day to day. It 
was not always an easy ride and there was no masterplan to follow. However 
the early church had a clear vision of the way ahead.  They knew what needed to 
be done and simply got on and tried to do it building up experience and insight 
as they went. God raised key leaders and the people gladly followed.  



 

 MINISTER’S LETTER 
This year we will mark Pentecost in a different way. On May 20th we will join with 
our brothers and sisters of St Mary’s Cathedral for a joint service to mark this 
important day in the Christian calendar. It will also be a chance to allow us to 
express our thanks to them for being so generous in allowing us the use of the 
Walpole Hall while we are out of PP.  

The service will be at 10.30am not 11am and they have invited me to be the 
preacher. We will also share communion which will replace our normal April 
communion for this year. I do hope you will make a special effort to join us on 
that day and who knows where God may lead us in the future. 

 

 
 

Farewell to Iain, Celeste and their family  
On 29th April we said farewell to Iain Majcher who finished his placement with us. 
We have really enjoyed both his ministry and having the whole family as part of 
our church family. Iain, like Fraser Edwards, has one more year of university 
study to undertake before they both go to undertake their Probationary period. 
During their time with us Iain and Celeste have had to cope with, both the sad 
death of Celeste’s father aged 59, and also the news that they are expecting 
triplets later this year. We will keep in touch with them to see how they are 
getting on and hope to see them back at PP before too long. 

 

A BIG THANK-YOU 

Pippa Skinner made a significant step towards raising her £4000 target for the 
2019 World Scout Jamboree in West Virginia through the generosity of members 
of Palmerston Place Church. With the significant help of the experienced ‘lunch 
team’, Pippa held a soup and roll lunch on 15 April 2019 raising over £600.  

This money will help ensure that Scouts from less wealthy countries are able to 
travel to the USA and take part in a world event designed to allow young people 
to form lifelong friendships with scouts from over 160 counties whilst helping 
them develop their physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual life, united by 
the Scout Promise and Law. Pippa would particularly like to thank Dorothy & Ron 
Steel and Joan Meikle, the serving team, and soup creators Linda Cunningham, 
Norma Mainland, and Jean Skinner 



 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

May 2018 
Wednesday 2 10.30am Monthly Coffee Morning - Room 1, Annan House 

 2 7.30pm South House Group - Manse 

Thursday 3 7.30pm Prayer Meeting, Lounge, Annan House 

Sunday 6 11am Jesus has a different agenda - Acts 1:6-11 - WH 

 6 6.30pm Make a difference - Philippians 2:12-18 - Room 1 

Wednesday 9 6.30pm Hitch-Hiker’s Guide - Bible Study, Annan House 

Thursday 10 8pm Care Van 

Sunday 13 11am Prayer and power - Acts 1:12-26 - Walpole Hall 

 13  Peebles Outing 

 13 6.30pm Two role models - Philippians 2:19-30 - Room 1 

Monday 14 6.30pm City Centre House Group - Room 1, Annan House 

Wednesday 16 2.30pm Sunflower Café - Annan House 

Thursday 17 7.30pm Prayer Meeting, Lounge, Annan House 

Sunday 20 10.30am Babel reversed - Acts 2:1-11 - St Mary’s Cathedral 

 20  No Evening Service - Worship at ‘Heart & Soul’ event 

Wednesday 23 6.30pm Hitch-Hiker’s Guide - Bible Study, Annan House 

Sunday 27 11am Easter changes everything - Acts 2:12-38 - WH 

 27 12.30pm Student & Young Adult Lunch - Manse 

 27 6.30pm Knowing Christ - Philippians 3:1-11 

Monday 28 6.35pm PPC Co-ordinating Team - Annan House. 

Thursday 31  Friendship Club Barge Trip 

 20 12pm Church Lunch at PPC 

Our regular groups meet during May as usual. Baby & Toddler Group meets 
each Monday at 10am until 11.30am in Annan House. Each Tuesday the 

Earlybirds Prayer Meeting takes place at 8am in Annan House. The Friendship 
Club meets each Thursday at 2pm in Room 1 of Annan House. 



 

 PPC ON THE MOVE - SANCTUARY REPAIRS 

Work has started at PPC on the repair 
work to the Sanctuary. 

In May we will continue to worship in   
alternative venues - we will hopefully 
have an idea towards the end of the 
month when we are likely to get back into the Sanctuary.  

For now ; 

Morning worship will be held across the road  in the Walpole Hall (part of 
the St Mary’s complex)  

The Walpole Hall is a warm and welcoming space and will make an ideal         
temporary replacement venue. 

The crèche will be situated also in the Walpole Hall close to where wor-
ship is being held, but the children’s and teenage work will continue in 
Annan House and the Church Hall.  

The children will go direct to Annan House or the Church Hall before the  
service starts unless it is an all age service.  

Coffee will be served in the Walpole Hall after the service. 

Procedures will be put in place to guide people to the Walpole Hall, (both 
with appropriate signage and people in high-viz jackets directing them); 
to ensure protection for any children crossing the road; and to ensure 
good communication between the two buildings while the services are 
under way. 

The Evening Service will be held in Annan House. Those attending will 
enter our church as usual, but then be directed via the link corridor to 
Room 1 on the ground floor where our evening service will take place. 

Orders of Service will be produced as usual. Sound and digital projection 
will be provided in both venues and the sermons will be recorded and 
uploaded as normal to the website. 

The website will be updated ahead of these changes and the notice-
boards will be used to reflect the temporary changes. 



 

 PPC ON THE MOVE - SANCTUARY REPAIRS 

Walpole Hall 

We have been fortunate to secure the use of a great space for our 11am 
service that is less than 300 meters from our own Church and therefore 
travel to church and parking are virtually unchanged. 

Walpole Hall 



 

 HITCH-HIKER’S GUIDE 

 Hitch-Hiker’s Guide to the Bible is currently taking 
place fortnightly on a Wednesday until 6th June, in 
Room 1 of Annan House (ground floor level).   

Each evening opens at 6.30pm with a chance to 
catch up with each other over a light meal.  

At 7.15pm the meeting formally opens with a talk by 
Colin on selected books of the bible and will be 
followed by a discussion in groups then Q&A. Each evening is a stand-alone 
event, all welcome.  There are two meetings in  May - 9th and 23rd  

Colin’s talks from the first sessions are available to ‘listen again’ on the PPC 
website - www.palmerstonplacechurch.com.   

 
CHRISTIAN AID SALE 

St Andrew’s & St George’s West Church 

Saturday 12 May and Monday 14 May to Friday 18 May 2018.  

Since it started in 1974 the Sale has raised over £2m for Christian Aid’s work to 
end poverty. Over 500 volunteer helpers from Edinburgh and beyond work   
together to create the biggest fundraising event in the UK for Christian Aid.  

100,000 books of every kind fill the Sanctuary and both courtyards. But there’s 
much more than books … upstairs in the gallery you’ll find sheet music (and more 
books!)  

Downstairs in the Undercroft Café you’ll find a gallery of pictures as well as 
delicious home baking and food to sustain you. Head through to the Davidson 
Room hidden at the back of the church and you’ll find a treasure store of 
antiques, toys, stamps, records  and collectables.  

 

General Assembly 19-25 May  
Thanks once again to all who help in the running of the General Assembly 
whether as a driver, a steward or in serving refreshment in the Martin Hall. Two 
of our members are commissioners this year, Ian Graham and Jack Macdonald.  

Full coverage of the Assembley will be at http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk 

. 



 

 MONTHLY COFFEE MORNING 

Please join us for coffee and conversation on Wednesday 2nd  
May in Room 1 of Annan House.  The Coffee morning starts at 
10.30am and runs through to Noon   If you would like any 
further information please contact Mary Bennett. 

 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

Friendship Club meets every Thursday in Room 1 in Annan House (next door to 
the church) from 2-3.30pm It is a chance to meet and enjoy fun, friendship and 
conversation together.  
 

CHURCH LUNCH - MAY 
We have a lunch on 20th May in aid of Christian Aid and it will be held in PPC as 
usual. The lunch will take  place after the morning service which is Joint Service at 
St Mary’s Cathedral starting at 10.30am. 

It is on the same day as the ’Heart & Soul Event’ in Princes Street, so there is a 
chance to come to Church and enjoy lunch after the service before heading along 
to what is always a great event. 

These are a great opportinity to meet and chat over a simple soup lunch. If you 
have never been to one before, please do come along and try it. Lunch is served 
in both the Church Hall (upstairs) and the Lothian Room (ground level). 
 

FAIRTRADE 

We have decided to wait until we are back in 
Palmerston Place before we have our next 
stall. 

We would like to let the congregation know that if our regulars have anything 
they would like if they let us know the week before we will bring it to the Walpole 
Hall the following week. 

David Boyd & Margaret Gill 



 

 HEART & SOUL WEEKEND 2018 
Year of Young People Youth Concert 

Saturday 19 May 2018, 7pm - 9pm, Princes Street Gardens, Edinburgh 

This free concert for young people features Christian electronic dance 
band LZ7. LZ7 are a Christian electronic dance music group from Man-
chester. The band was formed in 2005 by Lindz West. You can see them 
here -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_C4XwH7UitU 

Heart & Soul - ‘Peace be with you’ 

Sunday 20 May 2018 

Princes Street Gardens, Edinburgh, 12.30pm - 6pm 

Come and celebrate the life and work of the church. It’s free to attend 
and you are most welcome to come along and join in the friendly atmos-
phere as you explore the event from east to west - and back again!  New 
this year is the “In Conversation”  tent featuring interviews conducted by 
Sally and Anna Magnusson. At 5pm we gather in out thousands for a 
massed worship service. Come and experience it!  

 

Walking with Jesus - Walking with Young People 

Monday 21 May 2018, 6pm - 7:30pm 

Assembly Hall, The Mound, Edinburgh 

You are invited to join with young people from the Church of Scotland in 
this free, youth-led event of Celebration and Inspiration during General   
Assembly. 



 

 PPC WEEKEND AWAY 2018 

Lendrick Muir 

14th - 16th September 2018 
This weekend away is for anyone associated with 
Palmerston Place Church.  People can stay over 
from Friday evening until Sunday afternoon or commute to Lendrick Muir for 
any or all days . We are thrilled to return to SU Scotland’s popular Lendrick 
Muir residential centre based at Rumbling Bridge near Kinross, just 45 minutes 
drive from Edinburgh. More details can be found in the booking leaflet. Please 
collect one from church or contact the Church Office. 

 

Outing to Peebles 

This year the Peebles Outing will take place on Sunday 13th May.   

This is a chance to take some of our older members for a day out to Peebles. 
Volunteers, individuals or families, collect people from their homes and drive 
to Peebles, by various routes, meeting up at about 4-4:30pm for High Tea at 
5pm. After tea we meet for a short 30 minute service before returning to     
Edinburgh about 7pm. The sign-up sheet will be available from Sunday 8th 
April. 

For the second straight year we will be meeting at the Park Hotel in Peebles. 

Last year, our first using the facilities, it was thought to have made a great    
venue.  The Hotel boasts a restaurant, a bakery and even a public art gallery 
showcasing a combination of local talent and upcycled art project. 

If you wish to sign-up please contact the Church Office. 



 

 PRAYER PAGE 

As we continue to worship in the Walpole Hall, let 
us pray that we take this opportunity of getting to 
know other members, encouraging each other, 
thinking afresh of what it means to be part of the 
Body of Christ.  Remember those with the respon-
sibility for ensuring that the weekly 'move' is 
smooth.  

Let us pray for grace and wisdom as we do things differently:  the crèche meeting 
in the Walpole Hall; children and young folk remaining in our building; and the 
evening service in Room 1.  

Pray for Norma Rolls and Ian Graham who carry the responsibility of ensuring that 
all goes well. Pray that this whole experience will result in better friendship and 
fellowship, and a willingness to take a fresh look at our witness and outreach. 

Let us pray for the builders doing the work in our sanctuary – for effective work-
manship, good relationships, and that they will experience something of God's love 
while working for us. 

Give thanks for the leadership of St Mary's who have provided the Hall for our use 
and been so helpful; and for the good relationship we share. 

We pray for our young people about to sit important exams, whether in school or 
university.  Pray for their parents who support and encourage them. 

The General Assembly meets from May 19th.  Let us pray for those retiring from 
office, and those taking up new roles;  those behind the scenes without whom the 
G A would not run smoothly.  Pray for wisdom and grace in all  that takes place 
that God's love will be noticeable. 

Heart and Soul: Pray that this event will be a joyful celebration of what the Church 
does, and a valuable reminder of many forms of Christian love and outreach. 

Wider world: As we read and learn more of the awful events in our world, be they 
man made or 'natural', let us ask God to give us a heart to pray for the people in-
volved.  Sometimes all we can say is a heartfelt and anguished 'God, help them'.  
We pray for wisdom for world leaders; and for the many agencies working to alle-
viate almost unbelievable suffering; pray that they do not lose heart. 

We are called to 'pray without ceasing' – a hard request!,  but perhaps we can 
learn to cultivate a habit of 'arrow' prayers offering short ones as we do routine 
tasks throughout the day. 

 



 

 SUNFLOWER CAFÉ - MAY 

CHURCH OUTING 

Sunday 3rd June at Cramond Kirk. 

Our All-Age BBQ will again take place in the grounds of  Cramond Kirk.   

We will aim to leave Palmerston Place after tea and coffee are served and hope 
to have the burgers and hot dogs ready soon after you arrive at Cramond.   

There is plenty of flat play space for children as well as a proper children’s      
playground with activities for most ages.  We have the use of the church hall 
facilities with excellent disabled access and a tea bar which allows us to provide 
hot tea and coffee even on a warm sunny day.    

Tickets will be on sale during May. As last year, an Adult ticket will be priced £6,      
with no charge for Children. 

Please do come along and join in the fun.  We will need some volunteers to 
help with the arrangements and offers of transport so please watch out for the 
sign-up sheets .  See you there! 



 

 JESUS TRAIL 
In the time and space available, it is impossible to convey all that I could and 
would love to, about our recent 'Jesus Trail' adventure. First and foremost, I want 
to thank you for all your support, both in sponsorship and prayer. As I write, so 
far we have raised £12000 towards the first and only Stroke Unit and Scanner in 
Nazareth, serving the surrounding area and its people. Between the Jesus Trail 
Walk and simultaneous Bike Ride, it looks like a total of c£60000 will have been 
raised...which puts our proportion of that into a new perspective! There is a long 
way to go to reach the final necessary total, but thankyou for the part played by 
all of you. 

Our walk in the steps of Jesus really began with two 
long days walking in and around Jerusalem, visiting 
most of the significant sites, not least the Mount of 
Olives, the Garden of Gethsemane, the Garden 
Tomb, through the old city and around the city 
walls; (on which we found ourselves trapped and 
were rescued by a kind Palestinian resident, who 
helped us climb over the barrier, down the wall, 
onto a rickety plastic chair placed on the corrugated iron roof shelter on his roof, 
then down through his house, past a bewildered wife and out into a back alley, 
to find our way back through the old city!! Of such are memories made...). 

Then it was on to Nazareth, for the real purpose of our trip; the walk from 
Nazareth to Capernaum, along the trails that Jesus and his disciples would have 
followed. After joining local Christians in worship on Sunday, being moved by the 
beautiful harmonic singing, Monday saw us set off to walk from Nazareth to Cana 
of Galilee, the site of Jesus' first miracle, via Zippori with its Roman remains. The 
day finished with wonderful hospitality in a local Arab Christian family home and 
the night in the Cana Guest House. Tuesday took us up out of Cana and on a long 
hot trail, past the remains of the Via Maris, ending the day at Kibbutz Lavi, one of 
the few remaining religious kibbutzim. 

Wednesday is always a long hard day's walking, but one of my favourites, setting 
out to the Horns of Hittin, scene of the last and disastrous Crusader defeat, 
climbing to the top, with its 360deg panoramic views across to the Golan Heights 
and with snow-capped Mount Hermon visible through the haze. The potted 
history of the land from our guide, Amer is/was a revelation; best summed up as 
a series of occupations over the centuries. 

 



 

 JESUS TRAIL 
A hard rocky climb down into the valley, then the 
long but beautiful walk the length of the Arbel    
Valley, before the inevitable end-of-day climb up to 
the secular Jewish guest- house for the night. 

Thursday saw us ascending to the top of the Arbel 
Cliffs, looking down on the Valley of Doves and on 
to the Sea of Galilee, our day's destination. The only 
way is down and down it certainly is...straight down the cliffs! A sense of    
relief, wonder and achievement, (not to mention pain!) follows, as we climb 
down to Wadi Haman and along the old route of the valley to Magdala and 
the long tiring haul to the shore and rest. 

Friday saw us up at 5-30, to see the sun-rise over the Sea of Galilee, 50 yards 
from our door; a special time. We then completed the 'official' walk to        
Capernaum and on to explore my favourite special places, such as Tabgha, 
('Peter's Place'), the 'Lonely Place' on the way up the Mount of Beatitudes, 
then on up to the natural 'amphitheatre', scene of the Sermon on the Mount, 
testing it's acoustics, as Amer read from scripture. A boat trip on the Sea of 
Galilee was also memorable; then on to Capernaum itself. We later arrived 
back in Nazareth to coincide with the Bike Riders and a wonderful welcome 
and celebration awaiting us all at the hospital. A tour of the hospital and the 
Nazareth Village, as well as a celebratory meal and thanksgiving service      
followed over the next 24 hours. 

Back in church on Sunday, it was amazing to reflect on the previous week; 
how a group of strangers can be bound together in common purpose (and 
mutual suffering!); on the 'Fifth Gospel' of the land, history, geography       
archaeology and above all the Bible and teachings of Jesus, brought to life by 
Amer along the way. Then meeting real people and hearing their stories, in 
their homes or in unexpected encounters, being shown kindness and           
hospitality in a humbling way. Suffice to say, this place of conflict and peace, 
deep sorrow and joy, pain and laughter, love and otherwise and its wonderful 
people, will always have a special place in my heart. 

Thankyou again for your support for EMMS Nazareth as they continue to care 
in Jesus' name, in a unique and challenging situation. I am in no doubt as to 
where your money is going, or of the worthiness of the cause…. Or that it was 
“fairly” earned, as we walked 8-9 hours for 7 days up hill and down dale! 

Ruth Sinclair 



 

 BANNERS 
 We are fortunate at PPC to have our lovely sanctuary adorned by so many 
different banners that have been lovingly created over the years. 

Work was recently carried out beside the fire exit and the ‘banner cupboard’ to 
provide some separation between the banners and the fire exit as, according to 
our last fire inspection, there was a risk the banners could catch fire and impede 
the fire exit. 

The previous arrangement had passed numerous previous fire inspections but 
regulations change all the time and we were required to either spray every 
banner with a fire retardant spray, move them out of the banner cupboard or 
built a partition to provide separation. 

Having done the latter, a clear-out of the banner cupboard was undertaken. It is 
amazing the junk that had found it way into the cupboard. There has now been 
an extensive clear-out and the banners are now all stored correctly. No other 
materials should now be stored in here. 

As you can see from the picture, we have a lot of beautiful banners and we look 
forward to again displaying them once we return to worship in the sanctuary 
after the repair work is completed. 



 

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND GUILD 
The Church of Scotland Guild has chosen six life-changing projects to receive 
fundraising support over the next three years.  The last fundraising cycle, 
which is drawing to a close, raised more than £600,000 for charities chosen in 
2015. 

As part of Scotland's Year of Young People, four of the new projects will focus 
on younger generations both at home and abroad. 

The Boys' Brigade continues through its Christian ethos to enrich the lives of 
young people, and aside from fundraising they will look to work on 
intergenerational activities alongside the Guild such as developing IT skills. 

Journeying together, a partnership between the Guild and the World Mission 
council, will help teenage mothers in Zambia living in poverty. Alongside 
mentoring and training, they will have the chance to return to school. Girls who 
previously had no prospect of finishing their education will now be able to 
pursue career goals. 

Malawi Fruits, a charity working in the north of the country, aims to help young 
people to farm cash crops and to irrigate using solar-powered pumps. This will 
help to address the depopulation of the north and help farmers to move away 
from subsistence farming. 

Street children in Pune, India, are being supported through Seema's Project, 
which was started to protect those who are vulnerable to being trafficked, often 
children whose mothers are prostitutes. In 2016 the charity built a home for 32 
children and the Guild partnership will allow them to double the size. 

Join Up the Dots, a new partnership between CrossReach and the Guild, which 
will tackle loneliness and isolation, and encourage each of their services from 
care homes to youth projects to support mental wellbeing. 

The final project is The Sailors' Society, an organisation aspiring to place a 
chaplain in every port in Scotland to give spiritual and practical support to 
merchant seamen in Scotland who are often far from home. Help ranges from 
providing sim cards to contact relatives, to winter gear for those who are 
unused to Scottish Winters to encouraging church attendance. 

Set-up in 1887 as the Womans' Guild, each local group works through a church. 
There are currently around 20,000 members in Scotland, and many partner 
groups around the world. 



 

 SUNDAY AT PALMERSTON PLACE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can listen to sermons from PPC on iTunes, other podcast providers 
or directly via our website - www.palmerstonplacechurch.com.  

Copies of sermons are available on CD by contacting the Church Office. 

Services at 11.00am and 6.30pm 

A crèche is available every Sunday morning  

For children aged 3 and above we have a wide range of Sunday 
groups— Beginners, Seekers, Junior Horizon, ESMS Boarders and 

Senior Horizon.  

Coffee and tea are served after each service. 

. 

“bringing Christian worship, fellowship 
and service to the heart of everyday life” 

“Friendship is unnecessary, like philosophy, like art… It 
has no survival value; rather it is one of those things that 
give value to survival.” - CS Lewis 

Closing thought 


