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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
When does the year start? New Year
is of course on January 1st . The
church year starts with the ﬁrst
Sunday of Advent (“Christ the King”
Sunday) usually on the last Sunday of
November.
Yet for me, each year starts on the ﬁrst Sunday of September. Probably that is
due to years of school and university when the new session started in the
autumn, and not because I think the Church of Scotland is a winter sport (it
starts in September and ﬁnishes in May)!
I hope that many of you managed to live at a diﬀerent pace over the summer
(despite some unseasonable weather). It was a chance to get outside more, to
go on holiday or day trips nearer at hand. It was 5me for family and catching up
with friends. Of course for some the summer has been hard, because life is no
respecter of seasons, and sadness happens in a variety of forms at every 5me of
the year.
During August I have been mee5ng various people to plan ahead for the new
session. I am par5cularly looking forward to the Church weekend away from 1517 September at Lendrick Muir and delighted that so many are coming to stay or
to visit (it is not too late yet if you want to come).
We have been involved at PP in the Fes5val Fringe with musical recitals and
Chris5an theatre for two of the weeks and I am grateful for all who helped and
for those who aHended. We give thanks too for the special outreach
opportuni5es of the summer, especially through S.U.
We look forward to appoin5ng an addi5onal Ministerial Assistant to help
develop our work with children, young people and their families. So how do we
get ready for whatever lies ahead? I want to suggest something simple and
diﬃcult- simple to understand, diﬃcult to prac5se. George Herbert in 1633
wrote these slightly archaic words which s5ll speak with great power today
reminding us that a grateful heart is one of God’s best giLs. He wrote:
"Thou that hast giv’n so much to me,
Give one thing more, a grateful heart.”

MINISTER’S LETTER
We do not become grateful by trying to be grateful. We can “count our blessings,
name them one by one” and s5ll be grumpy. May we rather echo the prayer of
George Herbert:
Lord, grant that I would not go through this happy day
Grumpy, frustrated, irritated, quick-tempered,
Pressured, stressed, frazzled, with a sharp tongue,
Making those around me walk on eggshells.
You have been so good to me!
I have made it through another year,
Above ground, s5ll breathing.
You have ordained my steps
You have led me on the way
You have not failed me–not once!
I a beggar have found the Living Bread,
I the thirsty drink the Living Water,
I who was lost have been found,
You have taken my fearful feet
And placed them on Solid Rock.
You surround me with good things
Your light has led me through the night
Every prayer has been answered
Even your refusals have been good for my soul.

Let that be our prayer and with a thankful heart let us gather for worship,
welcome the stranger, deepen our fellowship and work together in outreach
and service to the glory of God.

Every blessing

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
September 2017
Sunday

3

11am

3

12.30pm Church Lunch, in aid of Chogoria Hospital

3

6.30pm

Why is life so hard ? - 2 Corinthians 1:1-11

4

7.30pm

Kirk Session mee5ng - Carlow Room, Annan House

Wednesday 6

7.30pm

South House Group - Manse

Thursday

7

7.30pm

Prayer Mee5ng - Lounge

Sunday

10

11am

Danger of “having it made” - Ecclesiastes 1:12-2:11

10

6.30pm

A change of plans can confuse - 2 Corin. 1:12-2:4

11

6.30pm

City Centre House Group - Lounge, Annan House

7.30pm

Property & Finance mee5ng - Room 1, Annan House

Monday

Monday

Hearing his voice today - MaHhew 5:1-12

Tuesday

12

7.30pm

Human Resources mee5ng - Lounge, Annan House

Thursday

14

7.30pm

Perspec5ves Lecture - Sanctuary

14

8pm

Care Van

17

11am

Morning Service

17

6.30pm

Enough is enough - 2 Corinthians 2:5-11

19

7pm

Worship & Chris5an Educa5on - Room 1, Annan H

Wednesday 20

2.30pm

Sunﬂower Café - Sanctuary

20

6.35pm

PPC Co-ordinators mee5ng - Lounge, Annan House

24

11am

Making a diﬀerence - MaHhew 5:13-16

24

12.30pm Student & Young Adult Lunch - Manse

24

6.30pm

On display - 2 Corinthians 2:12-3:6

1

11am

The gladness of sadness - Ruth 1:11-22 ; 4:13-17

1

6.30pm

Now I see - 2 Corinthians 3:7-18

Sunday

Tuesday

Sunday

Sunday

JOB OPPORTUNITY

FABRIC UPDATE
A number of fabric matters were dealt with over the summer. We have for
some time been concerned with the monitor that was located in the first row
of seats in the sanctuary. There were various wires that were required to
connect the monitor and these presented a trip hazard. That monitor has now
been removed and replaced by a 55 inch monitor which is located just above
the doors to the sanctuary and is visible from the platform area.
The sound in the sanctuary had been an issue and was due to the amplifier not
working correctly. The amplifier had been in place a long time and proved to
be reliable but we had reached the point that this had to be replaced. The new
amplifier is now in place and initial feedback suggests that this has improved
the sound.
A new carpet has been installed in the Belford Room, which is used as the
crèche on a Sunday morning.
The emergency lighting which is throughout the church was tested and as part
of an ongoing replacement programme, three of the emergency lights have
been replaced by new LED units.
Finally, painting is now underway in the south stairwell of Annan House. This
has not been painted for a long number of years with a several repairs having
taken place to plasterwork, The north stairwell will be painted and carpeted
once the first stairwell is completed.

NEW MAGAZINE
A new magazine aimed at connecting, encouraging and inspiring everyone
Involved in the ministries of the Church of Scotland has been launched. More
than 1,000 copies of ‘Ascend’ have been sent out to people, such as Parish
Ministers, Deacons and Probationer Ministers across the country.
The message at the heart of the lively publication is “Who you are matters”
and represents a commitment from the Ministries Council to support people in
ways that make a real difference to them, without additional burden, to help
them flourish. The colourful, 47-page magazine includes a wide range of news,
thought provoking features, picture stories and essential information about
pastoral support and exciting development opportunities. Contributors include
parish ministers from across Scotland - authentic voices that provide a realistic
insight into their daily lives.

HOUSE GROUPS AT PPC
Our monthly house groups provide an opportunity to meet over a cup of coﬀee
with church friends to study God’s Word, encourage one another and to pray.
If you would like to discuss the Bible in a small group and share what that means
in our everyday lives then being part of a house group is for you.
Whether you have been a Chris5an for many years or are new to church life you
would be welcome to join a group at any 5me.
There are currently two groups that meet monthly - one on a Monday and one
on a Wednesday. Our Tuesday group on a sabba5cal this year. The Monday group
meets in Annan House at PPC and the South Group meets at the Manse.

For further informa5on about house groups or to register your interest contact
the Church Oﬃce for further details. Please also look for the leaﬂet that shows
all the dates through to June 2018 which will shortly be available in the ves5bule
of the Church.

REGULAR EVENTS AT PPC
The very popular ‘Baby & Toddler Group’ returns on Monday 4th September. The
group meets in the Carlow Room of Annan House from 10am - 11.30am. Access
for buggies is via the ramp. All babies and toddlers, their parents/carers are very
welcome.
The Earlybirds Prayer Group meets each Tuesday at 8am in Annan House.
The Friendship Club, which meets on a Thursday at 2pm in Room 1 of Annan
House (located on the ground ﬂoor), has coﬀee, games and conversa5on. The
Friendship Club resumes aLer its summer break on 7th September.

NEED A LIFT ?
I know many of you very kindly take friends to church
already, but I would be most grateful to hear from
anybody else that might be able to help in this vital way.
Equally if there is anybody who would like a liL please let
me know and I will see what can be arranged.
Please contact me at church or call on 0131 663 8845. Alterna5vely you can
drop me an email to mwilson827@b5nternet.com
Michael Wilson

SUNFLOWER CAFE
The next mee5ng of the Café takes place on Wednesday 20th September in
the Sanctuary.
The Sunﬂower Café oﬀers a welcoming and caring environment for all
struggling with issues of memory loss, and for their carers, to enjoy
companionship and s5mula5ng ac5vity.
If you would like further informa5on please speak with Linda Cunningham or
contact the Church Oﬃce.

BEETLE DRIVE
Wednesday 11th October 2017
7pm, Church Hall at Palmerston Place Church
This is a joint event with the Brownies who meet at
Palmerston Place Church. Adults £4, children free
All proceeds from the evening will go to the Friends of
Chogoria Hospital in Kenya.

NEW PIANO
Alan Somerville was a very highly respected elder of this church, very well
respected in several commiHees of the Church of Scotland, and closely involved
with the music of this church. He passed away at the beginning of 2016.
Alan was also a very highly respected solicitor and senior partner in the ﬁrm of
Lindsays WS. In October 1989, in fulﬁlment of a will leL by a client, Alan was
responsible for se8ng up a Charitable Trust in the name of one of his oldest
clients, Miss M E Swinton Paterson, for which she leL a substan5al legacy. The
objec5ves of the Trust are to make payments for charitable purposes to
charitable ins5tu5ons, socie5es and founda5ons, which is recognised by the
Trustees as giLs to the fabric and work of the Church in Scotland, and to a wide
range of other chari5es working in Scotland, many with young people. Over the
past 26 years, the Trust has distributed over £1 million to a wide range of
churches and chari5es.
At the end of May this year, the current
Trustees agreed that a ﬁ8ng memorial
to Alan should be arranged, recognising
his love for Belford Church and then for
Palmerston Place, and for the music,
principally the choir, in which he was so
involved.
The Trustees were aware that the
exis5ng piano, on the wise advice of both Andrew Caskie and David Hare, was
reaching a point aLer more than 50 years service, when it was not fully
func5oning, and was not able to provide the sound that was desirable for its
range of use. An oﬀer was therefore made to the Minister and Session to
provide a new piano at some suitable stage in the future, but preferably sooner
rather than later!
Within a few days, David had confirmed the size and characteristics to be offered
by the piano to be the most appropriate for both the size and acoustics of our
building, and for the range of uses from public concerts to use by young people,
and primarily for enhancing the worship of the congregation. When visiting the
main dealer in Edinburgh for grand pianos, he established that this new piano
matched our requirements.

NEW PIANO
It had recently arrived in the showroom, and was
available immediately. He was as impressed by the
tone and sound of the piano as the dealer, who was
clear that this is one of the finest pianos he had
stocked in over 30 years.
He offered a price that brought the piano within the
range of the Trust's gift, and, after further
confirmatory checks by our regular piano tuner, the piano was purchased and
delivered to us in mid-July.
The Trustees are all delighted that this fine instrument is a worthy memorial to
Alan and the Trust that he established, and also that Palmerston Place has a new
piano to provide great music for at least another 50 years. We ask for it to be
dedicated to the glory of God, recognising his hand already in the remarkably
few weeks in which this new piano has been found and installed.

CONGREGATIONAL LUNCH - SEPTEMBER
Our next Congrega5onal Lunch takes place on 3rd September in aid of Chogoria
Hospital. These regular events are a great chance to get to meet and chat over a
simple soup lunch. If you have never been to one before, please do come along
and try it. Lunch is served in both the Church Hall (upstairs) and the Lothian
Room (ground level).

PAT BRODIE - A TRIBUTE
We pay tribute to Patricia (Pat) Brodie, an elder of this congregation who died in
Edinburgh on Saturday 1st July 2017 at the age of 80.
Patricia Ann Gusty was born in Edinburgh on January
4th 1937 to Anne and Tony Gusty.
Pat spent her entire life in Edinburgh except for a
brief period during World War 2 when she and her
sister Joan were war evacuees.
Pat, a figure skater, met Ian Brodie, an ice hockey
player, at Murrayfield Ice Rink. Much of the
socialising was done on the ice-rink! They got
married in 1960.
For many years Ian and Pat were involved in the
Scout Movement. Pat was not only a Cub leader but
also had the distinction of being the first leader of the first Beaver pack in Edinburgh. Pat enjoyed her involvement with the Gang Show serving as a wardrobe
mistress.
For 23 years, Pat worked for Clapperton’s as a Personal Assistant. Pat was a loving
and caring person who delighted in helping others. She was a steadfast friend,
confidant, and encourager. She never missed a birthday and had a card for every
occasion.
A long-time resident of Comely Bank, Pat & Ian lived in the same home for the last
52 years. Pat found immense joy in walking their dogs in Inverleith Park and meeting other dogs and dog owners alike. Pat found pleasure in being outdoors, whether walking or camping in Duns.
Aviemore was a favourite place where family holidays were regularly spent. The
family were all good skiers and Pat and Ian helped teach not only their children but
their grandchildren to ski
Pat loved to travel to new places – visiting the USA countless times where her
daughter Jane settled , following her marriage to Tom Wall, a former Assistant
Minister at PP. There she made new friends, and spent time with her
grandchildren.
Pat enjoyed the simple pleasures of life – cups of tea with friends, a wee
blether, gardening, flowers, and keeping up with everyone whether on the phone
or on Facebook on her iPad.

PAT BRODIE - A TRIBUTE
Pat was the devoted mother of Jane and Scott and wife and constant
companion, of Ian for 57 years supporting him in everything he did. She
welcomed children’s spouses into the family and became a grandmother to six
grandchildren, three in America and three in Scotland
In church life, Pat had belonged to Saint Luke’s Church of Scotland where she
and Ian helped clean the church and halls and where Ian served as Church
Officer for many years.
When it closed Ian and Pat followed their daughter, Jane here, to Palmerston
Place and it was here, in 1991, that Pat was ordained an elder. She and Ian
often deputised for David and Eileen McColl who were the church officers as
they knew exactly how to do the job.
Pat was a particularly faithful district elder, visiting those in her care, but she
was also very involved and enjoyed helping with the Friendship Club, and the
soup lunches. More than that Pat was someone you enjoyed bumping into in
the vestibule or corridor, and she helped make this church what it is.
Pat was still heavily involved in Church life, being a member of the Welcome
Team and a regular helper at the Friendship Club.
She was always on the go, never complained, was interested in others and
helpful to all. She had a good sense of humour and was clear in her own mind
about what she believed and what mattered in life.
Pat was a warm and generous person who touched many lives. She will be
deeply missed.
We remember the family at this time and take comfort in our Christian hope.

P[\]^[_ `abc^d^ef
Cry out for insight, and ask for understanding.
Search for them as you would for silver; seek them
like hidden treasures.

PRAYER PAGE
All about Up
This may look familiar but recently we received a request to
include this again.
Wake Up!
Decide to make it a good day. "This is the day the Lord has made; let us be glad
and rejoice in it" Psalms 118:24.
Dress Up!
The best way to dress up is to put on a smile. A smile is an inexpensive way to
improve your looks. "Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the
appearance but the Lord looks in to the heart" I Samuel 16:7.
Listen Up!
Say nice things and learn to listen. God gave us two ears and one mouth, so He
must have meant for us to do twice as much listening as talking. "He who guards
his mouth protects his life…" Proverbs 13:3.
Stand Up!
For what you believe in. Stand for something or you will fall for anything. "Let us
not grow 5red of doing good, for in due 5me we shall reap our harvest, if we do
not give up. So then, while we have the opportunity, let us do good to all…"
Gala5ans 6:9-10.
Look Up!
To the Lord. "I have the strength for everything through Him who empowers me"
Philippians 4:13.
Reach Up!
For something higher. "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and on your own
intelligence rely not. In all your ways be mindful of Him, and He will make
straight your paths" Proverbs 3:5-6.
Li% Up!
Your Prayers. "Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and pe55on…
make your requests known to God" Philippians 4:6.

PERSPECTIVES LECTURES 2017

KESWICK CONVENTION 2017
Every summer the town of Keswick hosts
a three-week Conven*on, which a,racts
some 15,000 Chris*ans from the UK and
around the world.
The event provides Bible teaching for all
ages, vibrant worship, a sense of unity
across genera5ons and denomina5ons, and an inspira5onal call to serve Jesus
Christ wherever we are in the world.
It caters for children of all ages and has a strong youth and young adult
programme. And it all takes place in the beau5ful Lake District - a perfect se8ng
for rest, recrea5on and refreshment.
Around twenty people (children and adults) from PPC aHended this year's
Keswick Conven5on (largely during week one).
This year's Conven5on marked the 500th anniversary of the Reforma5on, when
Mar5n Luther asserted that his conscience was ‘cap5ve’ to God's Word (the
Bible). All three weeks had at their heart the theme of Cap5vated: Hearing God’s
Word. In hearing the wriHen word, we meet the living word - Jesus Christ. This is
also our ongoing prayer at PPC as we gather each Sunday for public worship and
receive encouragement from expository bible teaching.
Those who aHended from PPC enjoyed the daily morning Bible teaching from
Don Carson on Paul's leHer to the Gala5ans. Some of us also appreciated
aHending selected seminars on diﬀerent topics, singing well known hymns and
learning new ones as part of a tent full of three thousand people, hearing about
global mission opportuni5es and learning about how God is moving in diﬀerent
situa5ons around the world.
There was also a large bookshop with Chris5an literature and many
opportuni5es to meet old and new friends. The weather was also kind with more
than one sunny day experienced!
Keswick Ministries is commiHed to the spiritual renewal of people for God's
mission in the world. There are three fundamental convic5ons which shape the
ministry: hearing God’s Word, becoming like God’s Son and serving God’s
mission

INFORMATION ON KESWICK

PPC Group at Keswick
More informa5on can be found online at: www.keswickministries.org
or by speaking to anyone from PPC who was there this year.
The dates for the 2018 Conven5on are:
Week 1: 21–27 July - Chris Wright as main speaker h
Week 2: 28 July – 3 Aug - Christopher Ash as main speaker h
Week 3: 4 –10 Aug - David Cook as main speaker
God is a sending God. He sent his Son to a broken, lost, rebellious world, not to
condemn it, but that it might be saved (John 3:17). And he has sent his people all of us, wherever we are - into that same world to make disciples of all na5ons.
But he has not just commissioned us. He has empowered us by his Spirit to be his
messengers and agents.
In 2018, all three weeks have at their heart the theme of Sent: Serving God’s
Mission. We pray for God’s refreshing and a renewed sense of his empowering,
encouraging and equipping as we listen to His Word.

PIONEER MINISTER NURTURES FAITH ON NEW ESTATE
Rev Elisabeth Spence isn’t your typical minister. She doesn’t have a church. She
doesn’t even have a congregation. In fact, as one of the Church of Scotland’s
five new pioneer ministers, her task is to create a Church community from
scratch.
Elisabeth’s ministry is designed to build that faith community in a new
development, the Hopefield estate in Bonnyrigg, Midlothian. So far, Hopefield is
home to 1,100 families, with housing for another 200 families in the pipeline, and
more to come during the next phase of the development.
“We have no parish structures and no church,” Elisabeth says. “The reality is that I
have to work out: What is the work? I am not here to compete with the churches.
There is no sense in replicating what is already being done well. What I want to
bring is something different that will nurture people in their faith.”
Similar ministries, designed to offer spiritual support to families moving into new
tracts of housing in Inverness and Dunfermline have succeeded far beyond initial
expectations.. Inverness St Columba New Charge Church of Scotland grew from
20 to 90 members within 6 years and now hopes to move out of rented places of
worship into its own new church. Dunfermline East, a church which started out 5
years ago offering worship in a garage, has grown so fast that the congregation is
planning to add an annex to their new church.
That kind of success is still a distant vision for Elisabeth’s Hopefield Connections
ministry, but it is off to a good start.. An Easter egg Treasure Hunt for children,
advertised on social media and by word of mouth, drew an astonishing turnout.
The Cockpen & Carrington Parish Church ‘Knit and natter’ group made 50 egg
holders, to give to children along with cream eggs and Loanhead Parish Church
loaned a double decker play bus for the afternoon.
But as Elisabeth and her small group of supporters from those local churches
waited in the small car park they had arranged to use for the event, she had no
idea if any children would come. Grace intervened. “I looked down the hill and
saw families from all over the estate walking up the road,” she says. “It was my
Field of Dreams moment. We had more than 80 children with their families. That
was very encouraging. It was a good event and people were really appreciative.
Armed with her faith, the Hopefield Connections Facebook page and the support
of the traditional local churches, the pioneer minister has embarked on a threeyear plan. The first year is for making connections. The second year is for building
community and after that it will be about sharing faith,

PIONEER MINISTER NURTURES FAITH ON NEW ESTATE
Elisabeth is already sharing faith informally when she introduces herself as a
minister of the Church and welcomes her new neighbours with gifts of a box of
biscuits, a bin collection timetable and a card of blessing that includes her contact details. “In anything I write I make it clear that I am a minister and we are
the Church,” she says. “I’m not here to be a community worker. I’m here to
walk with people on their journey of faith.”
After school Elisabeth studied education and worked for eight years in an
school for children with social and emotional needs. During that time, as a Girl
Guide leader she took a group of Guides to a service in Killearnan Parish
Church, and quickly became a member . The call to ministry was almost
immediate, she says, and she has never looked back. Since then she has served
as a parish minister in Lochee, Dundee and Glasgow and as a workplace
chaplain in the centre of Glasgow.
Now with 22 years of ministry under her belt, she is keen to bring all that she
has learned to her new ministry. And she is undaunted at the prospect of
working mainly with people who have never considered themselves Christians.
“I have long held the opinion that many people don’t have a faith because they
have never really thought about faith,” she explains. “They are too busy with
getting their kids off to school and whatever else they are doing. So what I
would like to do is to help people explore faith.”
At first she wondered if she was having any impact at all. But when tragedy
struck the community –in the form of an alcohol-fuelled killing— she reached
out on social media and offered a listening ear to people who needed to talk.
One of the biggest challenges for Elisabeth’s Hopefield Connections ministry is
that there is no obvious place in the community to gather. The local primary
school is not open for public events at present, nor is there a community centre. “Young mums in particular have told me they would really value somewhere they can walk to,” she says. Social media has been crucial in building
community and in finding out what kinds of things might bring people together
and pave the way for discussing faith.
What she learned has inspired her to suggest three new groups: a walking
group; a singing group and a mindfulness group. With just a little imagination
and prayer, all of these activities will offer opportunities to share faith, she
says. “These are things I have done within a church setting that I think will
transfer well to people who are still working out what faith means to them.”

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
This year again, as a Church and as a community, we are looking forward to taking
part in the Shoebox Appeal. This is an annual appeal organized by the charity,
Samaritan’s Purse, which, through the Christmas appeal known as Operation
Christmas Child, distributes donations of gift-filled shoeboxes around the world to
needy children who otherwise would receive no gift at all at Christmas.
Last year (2016), Samaritan’s Purse collected an astounding 11,485,662 shoeboxes.
The 173 shoeboxes collected at Palmerston Place Church, which contributed to
this figure, were sent to Belarus and this story gives some idea of the impact they
made.
When Solomon received an Operation Christmas Child
shoebox gift, his guardian Pastor Febiano was keen to express his gratitude. ‘Words fail me to adequately express
our feelings. Imagine how the box travelled all the way from
the UK right up to a remote village of Matambo in the
Chongwe district of Zambia. I wished you were here when Solomon opened the
box to witness tears of excitement and joy in his eyes. The items in the box were
special for Solomon because never in his life had he received such a gift.’
For Pastor Febiano and the orphans under his care, poverty is a daily reality. He
depends on subsistence farming for his livelihood and sometimes this falls short of
providing for his family. He said, ‘I must confess that this gift has greatly helped me
in many ways financially because I will not buy toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap,
pens and pencils in the immediate future. The toys too were unique. This gift,
small as it may seem, goes a long way in addressing some of the needs I am unable
to address. Due to income constraints, we do not see these items as priorities for
children when in fact they are needed. Thank you once again for this gift.’
Solomon’s shoebox gift will have included a toy for him to immediately love as
soon as he opened the box and also many of the following items…..

SCHOOL SUPPLIES - Pens, pencils & sharpeners, crayons or felt pens, stamps & ink
pad sets, writing pads or notebooks & paper, solar calculators, colouring & picture
books etc.
HYGIENE ITEMS - Toothbrush and toothpaste, bars of wrapped soap, comb or
hairbrush, flannel.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

OTHER ITEMS - Hat, cap, gloves or scarf, sunglasses, hair accessories, jewellery
set, wind up torch, wrapped sweets (best-before-date must be at least March
2018).
TOYS - Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls or
stuffed toys (with CE label), toy trucks, harmonica, yo-yo, skipping rope, ball,
small puzzles etc.
Remember to fill your box with a variety of new gifts that will bring delight to a
child and to pray for the child who will receive your shoebox gift.
This year again, we have available, at a cost of 50p each, some of Samaritan’s
Purse’s GO boxes. These are easily-assembled flat-pack shoeboxes which do
not have to be covered with paper. If you find that covering a shoebox is
difficult perhaps you might like to buy a pre-prepared shoebox instead.
There will be a supply of these boxes in the Lothian Room and an ‘honesty box’
for your payment. We have ordered 100 of these flat-pack boxes but you can
use an ordinary shoebox if you have one available in the correct size and are
able to cover it and its lid with pretty paper.
Remember that each filled shoebox needs to be accompanied by £5.00 which is
required for transportation costs, so be sure to take this cost into account
too. All gifts, which need not be expensive, must be new and age-appropriate.
It is a lovely idea to include a postcard of Edinburgh or Scotland, to let the child
know where their gift has come from.
Shoebox Sunday will be 19 November and is the final day for handing in your
completed shoebox. At the morning service, we will have on display in church
all the shoeboxes we have received from folks in our neighbourhood and
congregation. We look forward to including your shoebox gift in our display.
Joan Meikle and the Shoebox Team

JIMMY HUME - A TRIBUTE
We pay tribute to James (Jimmy) Hume, an elder of this congrega5on who died
in Strachan House on 8th July 2017 at the age of 94.
James Bell Hume (Jim or jimmy to those who knew
him) was born in Edinburgh on 16th June 1923, and
shared the family home with his younger brother,
Ronald. He went to George Heriots where he excelled
academically and also developed a passion for dance
music becoming an accomplished song writer and
pianist.
He went to Edinburgh University but was called up to
serve his King and country in the RAF. He served as a
Flight Sergeant and also performed as a pianist and
song writer.
ALer the war, Jim completed his studies in history gradua5ng with a ﬁrst class
honours. He was also President of the Students’ Representa5ve Council and
proved to be a giLed orator. Jim joined the Civil Service and became personal
Secretary to Mr JJ Robertson MP, Under-Secretary of State for Scotland. This
involved work in London and Edinburgh. During his 5me in the Sco8sh Oﬃce
he met Margaret Nicholson and they got married on 28 January 1950. In order
to spend 5me with his new wife he resigned his job as a Personal Secretary and
based in the Sco8sh Oﬃce worked for the NHS, being a joint secretary of a
panel inves5ga5ng the pay of doctors and den5sts which in the end made a
real diﬀerence to those employed in the NHS. He was also seconded to be Head
of the Civil Service College in Edinburgh. He later become Under Secretary for
Educa5on, then Under Secretary for Health before re5ring in 1983 at the age of
60.
Both Jim and Margaret were ﬂuent in French and German. They enjoyed
travelling and built up a wide circle of friends whom they were glad to
entertain. Jim was awarded a Nuﬃeld Fellowship which took them to America,
Canada and Scandinavia.
Jim’s Chris5an faith maHered to him and he was always ac5ve in the church. He
joined Lothian Road congrega5on in 1942 and went on to become both an
elder and Precis of that congrega5on. As Precis he helped manage the
successful union of Lothian Road with Palmerston Place in the 1970s.

JIMMY HUME - A TRIBUTE
He joined the Kirk Session of PP and was later Precis as well. With an
independent mind he never minded expressing a contrary opinion but it was
never done to be awkward and helped the Session make a good idea beHer, or
to depart from a poorly thought through idea. Everywhere he spoke people
appreciated his concise but highly incisive comments and respected his
wisdom. He played a full part in the life of the church and was regular at
worship each Sunday as long as he was able.
Ul5mately Jim’s great love was his wife Margaret. They had no family but they
had each other. When Margaret was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s he supported
her at home as long as he was able. When she went into Strachan House he
visited her at least once every day over the next eight years.
When he visited he would oLen play the piano for residents using the musical
talents he had developed years before at Heriots. Sadly in 2008 Margaret
passed away. Jim would himself move into Strachan House and was well cared
for in his ﬁnal years.
Jimmy was a highly intelligent man, and perhaps understandably, did not suﬀer
fools gladly. He was plain spoken; but entertaining when he needed to be. He
was man who liked things to be done “the right way” and through his career
and his responsibili5es in the church he made a real diﬀerence to many
people’s lives.
In every sense of this word, Jim was a gentleman. He was kind, caring, loving
and always interested in people. Underneath a reserved shell, he had a good
sense of humour, and a soLer side, especially when it came to his dear wife.
But perhaps the most aHrac5ve characteris5c of Jimmy was his ability to be
content. No maHer what physical ailment aﬀected him, he just got on with it.
There are a few verses in Philippians Chapter 4 which were lived out in him.
“ I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to
be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of
being content in any and every situa5on, whether well fed or hungry, whether
living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me
strength”
We give thanks for his life and faith and take comfort in our Chris5an hope.

HYMNS SUNG AT PPC
Colin is always looking for new hymns or songs to use in worship at PPC. If
you have any sugges5ons, please let him know. We a have a strong
tradi5on of blending tradi5onal worship hymns with new songs and this is
reﬂected in the list below which shows the most popular hymns/songs
sung at PPC from July 2016 - June 2017.

Hymn
Be s5ll
Behold the lamb
Bless the Lord (10,000 reasons)
Holy, holy, Holy
Praise my soul the King of Heaven
Oh how good it is
All my days
And can it be that I should gain
Build your kingdom here
By faith we see the hand of God
Come people of the risen king
Guide me O thou great Jehovah
Just as I am (contemporary)
King of Kings, majesty
Speak O Lord
What a friend we have in Jesus
When peace like a river

Sung
7
6
6
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Please contact the Church Oﬃce on 220-1690 or by email at
admin@palmerstonplacechurch.com indica*ng which sermons you
would like and copies will be made for you.

EDINBURGH QUIZ BOOK
A new book wri,en by John Duncan, a member
of Palmerston Place Church, has just been
published.
Celebra5ng Edinburgh’s diverse riches, this quiz
book invites you to come on a wide-ranging
explora5on of Scotland’s hilly capital. Peel away
its many layers in the company of one of
Edinburgh’s top Blue Badge tourist guides.
These 22 tours will inspire you, your family,
colleagues and friends to leap from page to
pavement in the entertaining company of a local expert.
John is a professional tourist guide who has a degree in Sco8sh History and is
renowned for his expert knowledge about Edinburgh.
John has had a varied career working as a Chartered Accountant and as Chief
Execu5ve of an educa5onal charity based in Edinburgh before training as a
Sco8sh Blue Badge Guide in 2010. Since 2015 he has been the Chairman of the
Sco8sh Tourist Guides Associa5on, the professional body for Blue Badge Guides
in Scotland.

SUNDAY AT PALMERSTON PLACE
Services at 11.00am and 6.30pm
“bringing Chrisan worship, fellowship
and service to the heart of everyday life”
A crèche is available every Sunday morning in the Belford Room. For
children aged 3 and above we have a wide range of Sunday groups—
Beginners, Seekers, Junior Horizon, ESMS Boarders and Senior
Horizon. These groups meet during the Morning Service, star5ng in
Church and then going on to their own ac5vi5es.
Coﬀee and tea are served aLer each service.

You can listen again to any of the sermons from PPC on iTunes, other podcast
providers or directly via our website - www.palmerstonplacechurch.com.
Copies of sermons are available on CD by contac*ng the Church Oﬃce.

