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 MINISTER’S LETTER 

Dear Friends  

Rightly, at this 5me of year, we look back. Remembrance 

Sunday calls us to remember, lest we forget.  We must 

neither forget the horror of war, nor fail to give thanks 

for the honour found in war. Stories of sacrifice, courage 

and comradeship challenge the values and standards of our day and rightly so. 

For the last few years we have been tracking events a hundred years before, as 

the story of the First World War has been unfolding before us. We have been 

held spell-bound by the loss and tragedy that were the experience for so many.  

At the same 5me we remember the wars and conflicts that have been waged 

over the last hundred years 5ll the present and those whose lives have been 

changed irrevocably, by the physical or mental consequences of war.  Once again 

this year we will join with people throughout the land and we will remember. 

In one sense the Chris5an faith is always a call to remember. For though we 

believe in the Living God and worship him week by week, yet our understanding 

of him is supremely shaped by the life, death and resurrec5on of the Lord Jesus 

almost 2000 years ago.  We s5ll listen to his teaching, marvel at his miracles, and 

recognise in his life that here is someone with no peers, no rivals and no 

successors. Week by week, we open the Bible and tell the old, old story finding it 

to be remarkably fresh and relevant for us today.  

We also remember in the Sacrament of Holy Communion the events of that 

longest day, we call Good Friday.   We must never forget that day, or the 

extraordinary twist that is Easter Day.  

Yet there is one sense in which we need to take care how we view the past. It is 

when the past is given a status it doesn’t deserve as if it enshrined some “Golden 

Age”. When the past is seen through the eyes of nostalgia, or canonised, we can 

become resistant to change. A beGer way of seeing the past is in these words, 

“May the past be a rudder, not an anchor.” 

Leaders in every organiza5on struggle to find the right balance between 

preserving the past while moving into the future. Times change, fads come and 

go, and what worked in the 1940s may not work so well today.  

 



 

 MINISTER’S LETTER 

Tradi5on at its worst can imprison us.  It can become simply the dead faith of 

living people who preserve the outward form without the inner reality However, 

tradi5on at its best can inspire us as we retain the living faith of dead people so 

that the same spirit is lived out in different forms, for a different 5me, to meet 

the challenges of today.The wise leader must resist the tempta5on to throw out 

the past and to live as if today’s genera5on is the only one that maGers.  

Tradi5on, Chesterton said, is the “democracy of the dead.” It gives a vote to 

those who have gone before. That doesn’t mean their vote must be decisive on 

every issue, but it does mean that you think about the history that has brought 

you to this point.  

If you ignore the past, you may be tossed by the waves and end up going 

somewhere you never intended. If you live in the past, you may never get out of 

the harbour.  

“May the past be a rudder, not an anchor” are wise words that apply to leaders 

everywhere. Look to the past, but don’t live there. Let it be a rudder to guide 

you, not an anchor to hold you back. 

Let us travel forward together.   Blessings 

 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

On Remembrance Sunday we welcome back the Very Rev Dr John 

Chalmers, former minister of this congrega�on. John re�red earlier 

this year from having served the church as Principal Clerk. 

More recently his son, JJ, was on TV and radio commenta�ng on 

the Invictus Games and  JJ was also recently interviewed at PPC for an item 

that will feature in an upcoming episode of BBC’s ‘Songs of Praise’. 

We are glad to welcome John and Liz back to our congrega�on for our 

Remembrance Sunday service which will begin at 10.50 on Sunday 12th. 



 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

November 2017 

Wednesday 1 10.30am Monthly Coffee Morning - Room 1, Annan House 

 1 7.30pm South House Group at the Manse 

Thursday 2 7.30pm Prayer Mee5ng - Lounge, Annan House 

Sunday 5 11am Tragedy of double vision - Hebrews 12:6-17 

 5 12.30pm Church Lunch in aid of Fresh Start 

 5 6.30pm Keeping your focus - 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 

Monday 6 7.30pm Kirk Session Mee5ng - Carlow Room, Annan House 

Thursday 9 7.30pm Perspec5ves Lecture - Sanctuary 

 9 8pm Care Van 

Sunday 12 10.50am Remembrance Sunday 

 12 3pm Service at Sutherland Street Community Hall 

 12 6.30pm Godly sorrow - 2 Corinthians 7:2-16 

Monday 13 6.30pm City Centre House Group - Lounge, Annan House 

Wednesday 15 2pm Sunflower Café - Sanctuary 

Thursday 16 7.30pm Prayer Mee5ng - Lounge, Annan House 

Sunday 19 11am Shoebox Sunday 

 19 6.30pm Joy of giving - 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

Monday 20 7.30pm Property & Finance, Room 1, Annan House 

Tuesday 21 6.35pm PPC Co-ordina5ng Team, Lounge, Annan House 

 21 7pm Interna5onal Student Bake-Off - Church Hall 

Sunday 26 11am Making peace in midst of conflict - 1 Samuel 25:14-35 

 26 12.30pm Student & Young Adult Lunch - Manse 

Thursday 30 7.30pm PPC Book Club ‘Quiz Night’ - Annan House 

 1 7pm Outreach Team Mee5ng, Lounge, Annan House. 

 15 7.30pm PPC Book Club Joint Mee5ng, Annan House 

 26 6.30pm Ready to serve - 2 Corinthians 8:16-9:5 



 

 THE HANDSEL STALL 
 The sum raised by the Stall from May to September this year is £360, which will 

be divided equally and donated to Chris5an Aid and the Friends of Chogoria 

Hospital.  

Over the summer, the Stall was open on twenty-one Sunday mornings, raising an 

average of £17.14 on each occasion. The largest sum raised on a Sunday morning 

was £35.05 on Sunday 13 August and the smallest weekly takings of £4.30 was 

raised on Sunday 21 May. All dona5ons to the Stall have been greatly appreciated 

and, as a result, it is marvellous to have raised such a worthwhile sum to donate 

to the two chari5es.  

Do look out for the Stall again next year. 

Joan Meikle 

 

SUNFLOWER CAFE 

The next mee5ng of the Café takes place on  Wednesday 15th November in the 

Sanctuary.  The Sunflower Café offers a  welcoming and caring environment for 

all struggling with issues of memory loss, and for their carers, to enjoy 

companionship and s5mula5ng ac5vity.  

 If you would like further informa5on please speak with Linda  Cunningham or 

contact the Church Office.  

 

REGULAR EVENTS AT PPC 

The Baby & Toddler Group meets on a Monday in the Carlow Room from 10am - 

11.30am. Access for buggies is via the ramp. All babies and toddlers, their 

parents/carers are very welcome.  

The Earlybirds Prayer Group meets each Tuesday at 8am in Annan House. 

The Friendship Club, which meets on a Thursday at 2pm in Room 1 of Annan 

House (located on the ground floor) has coffee, games and conversa5on. 

The PPC Book Group and PPC Film Club meet regularly and details of these events 

are publicised In the weekly E-NewsleGer. If you do not receive this, please 

contact the Church Office to be added to the distribu5on list. 



 

 BOOK GROUP NEWS 

The next mee5ng of the PPC book group is a joint one with our Friends from St 

Mary’s on Wednesday November 15th at 7.30pm at Annan House, 10 Palmerston 

Place. We will be discussing “Conclave” by Robert Harris.   

The  Book Group would like to invite the 

congrega5on and friends at PPC and St Mary's 

Cathedral to a Quiz Night at PPC. 

It will be a quiz on all things Sco8sh to celebrate St 

Andrews Day and also to mark the publica5on of 

John Duncan's “Edinburgh Quiz Book “.  

The quiz will take place on  Thursday 30th November 7.30-9.30pm in PPC.  There 

will be light refreshments and music.  

For further informa5on please contact Mairi Graham (mairigraham@mail.com) 

  

A LETTER FROM HELEN RUSSELL 

Dear wonderful church family at 

Palmerston Place. 

Just a brief note to express my thanks for the love prayers and support you gave 

me as I served with ‘Hope for Kids’ in Beirut. Your partnership with me to allow 

me to stay for 3 extra months ensured that the English curriculum that I created 

was fully resourced. God willing, this should mean that English can be taught 

more effec5vely, giving these vulnerable children a chance to catch up on missed 

educa5on and ul5mately a brighter future. 

The money that you raised for the drainage problems on site made such a 

difference to the lives of the boys in that residen5al unit and to the Management 

Team. Who really couldn’t figure out where the money would come from – you 

are all answers to prayer. Amen! 

Since I’ve come back, I have found that adjus5ng to life in Glasgow has been 

more challenging than expected. I very much miss worshipping at Palmerston 

Place and pray that, God willing, that I will find myself living back in Edinburgh 

very soon. 

Thank you again for all of your support. Be blessed. Much love. 

HelenHelenHelenHelen  



 

 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

It’s shoebox season once more - time to wrap, pack and fill those shoeboxes with 

treasures as you join with thousands of generous individuals across the UK and 

the globe to send love and bring joy to children in need this Christmas.  

From packing, collecting, processing and shipping, to developing teams overseas 

and empowering local churches to reach out to children in their communities – 

Operation Christmas Child begins with you and it’s not too late to join in. 

 

Find a Shoebox 

Get an empty medium sized shoebox, and wrap the box and 

lid separately in colourful wrapping paper or order pre-

printed shoeboxes online. Attach the appropriate boy/girl 

label, marking if your gift is for a boy or a girl. Select an age 

category 2-4, 5-9 or 10-14 and attach the label to the top of 

your shoebox. 

Fill with gifts 

Fill your shoebox with a selection of fun toys, hygiene items and school supplies. If 

possible, include one or two special items you know a child will immediately love 

as soon as they open the box such as a doll, cuddly toy (with CE label), a toy truck... 

a "wow" item! 

You could also include a harmonica, yo-yo, skipping rope, ball, small puzzles, pens, 

pencils & sharpeners, crayons or felt pens, stamps & ink pad sets, writing pads or 

notebooks & paper, solar calculators, colouring & picture books. 

Toothbrush and toothpaste, bar of wrapped soap, comb or hairbrush, flannel. 

Hat, cap, gloves or scarf, sunglasses, hair accessories, jewellery set, wind up torch, 

wrapped sweets (best-before-date must be at least March 2018). 

Make your project donation 

A suggested donation of £5 is essential to cover project costs, including shipping, 

to enable a local church or group overseas to lead a safe, well-organised children’s 

event where your shoebox will be given to a child in need.  

Pray 

Pray for the child who will receive your gift. 



 

 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Drop off your Shoebox 

Place a rubber band around each closed shoebox and 

bring it to church on or before 19th November which is 

our Shoebox Sunday. 

A shoebox gift can impact the life of a child in a very 

special way and play a part in their own unique story. 

Patricia is two years old, blind and lives with her mother in Senkobo, Zambia. 

As her mother helped her open the shoebox gift, they were excited to find 

many beautifully tactile items including a cuddly toy with bells on it. Her moth-

er danced with joy, waving it high for all to see. Little Patricia had received the 

perfect gift! As she played contently, stroking the toys and listening to the 

bells, everyone could see this shoebox was meant just for her.  

Thank you to every person who packed a shoebox in 2016 and each life that 

was touched - without your participation Operation Christmas Child would not 

be possible. 

Joan Meikle and the Shoebox Team 

 

MONTHLY COFEE MORNINGS 

Please join us for coffee and conversa5on on the Wednes-

day 1st November in Room 1 of Annan House.  The Coffee 

morning starts at 10.30am and runs through to Noon. The 

final Coffee Morning of 2017 will be on 6th December.  If you would like any 

further informa5on please contact Mary BenneG. 

 

CHRISTMAS SINGING 

We are looking for people to join with our exis5ng choir to form an extended 

choir to perform at our ‘Carols by Candlelight’ service on the evening of Sunday 

17
th

 December. If you are interested please speak to our Director of Music, Da-

vid Hare, or contact him at david@palmerstonplacechurch.com  



 

 GIFT SERVICE 

Sunday 3rd December 2017 is the date of our Gi8 Service this year. 

Once again the Congrega5on is being asked to bring along giXs to be given to the 

children of the prisoners at Saughton Prison.  The giXs received go a long way    

towards helping the children have some happy 5me with 

their Mothers or Fathers in prison. For most of us, it is 

hard to imagine how each of these children must feel 

having to visit their parent in Jail—especially at          

Christmas. This is our opportunity to bring some of the 

love of Jesus to the children. 

Last year a magnificent sum of money and giX vouchers were also collected for the 

children of our local school—Dalry Primary.   

 Saughton Prison and Dalry Primary School would be delighted if once again     

Palmerston Place Church would kindly support them. 

It would be great if you could bring along a giX for a boy of girl on Sunday 3rd    

December or if you would prefer, bring along a giX voucher or money to be given 

to Dalry Primary School. All your giXs will be very much appreciated by our local    

Prison and Primary School 

 

An alternative greeting 

We are again offering an alterna5ve way to send your Christmas gree5ngs to     

people you regularly see at church.  

All you need to do is pen a few lines (e.g.  ‘The Sinclair Family wishes all their 

friends at Palmerston Place a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year’)  and send 

these to the church office by Monday 20th November.  

These will then appear in the next edi5on of ‘Review and Outlook’ and also on the 

screen prior to the Na5vity Service on the 24th December. 

If you are able to enclose a small dona5on with your gree5ng, this will be added to 

the Christmas offerings. 



 

 PARTY TIME! 

The Annual All Age Christmas Party takes place this year on Saturday 9th      

December. We’d like to invite everyone to come along and join in the fun at 

the Tom Fleming Centre in Stewart’s Melville College.  The party starts at 3pm 

with games, then dancing, quizzes  more games before our special visitor ar-

rives with his sack.   

ThereaXer a buffet tea is served, aXer which we conclude with community 

singing of Christmas songs and carols, finishing around 6pm.  Tickets will be on 

sale on Sunday mornings from mid-November. £6 for adults and secondary 

pupils (family 5cket £20), £3 for primary age pupils, Free for pre-school        

children.  We look forward to seeing you there!  

 

The end of a journey 

The reason I will not be at church on Remembrance Sunday is that I will be in 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia chairing the Global Assembly of Scripture Union.  

Unexpectedly I was contacted by the Interna5onal Council of SU as they met in 

Sweden and asked if I would become Chair of the Interna5onal Council and 

Execu5ve of SU. That was in 2003 and liGle did I realise I would only be         

relinquishing this post in 2017!  

To be involved with SU at a global level has been an extraordinary privilege and 

has taken me all around the world. This year is SU’s 150th anniversary and peo-

ple from almost all its 130 movements will gather together to mark this signifi-

cant moment.  Already there have been many local na5onal events throughout 

the year. My last act will be to chair the first General Assembly of SU and to 

hand over to my successor, Chris5an Hellwig, a Swiss-German, who works in 

the nuclear industry and who has been chair of the European  Council for the 

last few years.  

The Interna5onal Director, Janet Morgan also re5res and her successor will be 

commissioned in KL. Ruth is coming with me as this is my last event with SU in 

an official capacity. LiGle did I realise when I went to my first SU camp in 1964 

how it would shape my life for more than 50 years.    

 



 

 NEW MIDERATOR 

Rev Susan Brown, minister of Dornoch Cathedral, will 

step into the 12-month role next May, succeeding Right 

Rev Dr Derek Browning. The 58-year-old says she is 

“deeply moved and honoured” to be chosen as the 

Church of Scotland’s ambassador for 2018-19. 

“Being Moderator will not be about what I can do, but 

about what God wants to do," she said. “I am conscious 

that it is both a great privilege and a great responsibility - one I can only undertake 

at God’s prompting.” 

Mrs Brown brings 32 years of experience as a Highlands minister to the role. Her 

first parish as a fully-fledged minister was at Killearnan on the Black Isle. She spent 

13 years there before moving to Dornoch Cathedral. 

Until now Mrs Brown was probably best known as the minister who married      

Madonna and Guy Ritchie in December 2000 and baptised their son Rocco. As the 

minister in the beautiful and historic 13th century Dornoch Cathedral, she is asked 

to marry around 30-40 couples every year. 

Mrs Brown will take up the role of Moderator 50 years after the first woman was 

ordained to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament. Mrs Brown grew up in Penicuik, 

where her father was a miner at Bilston Glen colliery. With her twin sister and   

older sister she attended Penicuik High School. And while her mother was a Guild 

member, the family was “not especially religious”. However, Mrs Brown and her 

sisters were encouraged to attend Sunday school at Penicuik North Kirk. 

During her teen years when other young people stopped going to church, Mrs 

Brown persisted and she was just 15 when she felt the call to ministry. She says 

she still feels proud to be a parish minister. “It’s a great privilege and also a great 

responsibility to be a minister, you see people at their most vulnerable and at their 

most ecstatic.” 

It was at Sunday School aged 10 that she met her husband of 36 years, Derek 

Brown, who is chaplain at Raigmore Hospital in Inverness, and lead chaplain for 

NHS Highland. In addition to her parish ministry, Mrs Brown has served the Church 

nationally as vice-convener of the Ecumenical Affairs committee and is currently 

vice convener of the World Mission Council. 

In 2011, she also became one of the select few ministers to be appointed as a 

Chaplain in Ordinary to HM the Queen. 



 

 LIFE AND WORK 

The cost per issue of the monthly magazine from the Church of Scotland will be 

£2.50 for 2018, no change to the 2017 price.  Life & Work is a good read why 

not take out a subscrip5on let me know by 15th November if you would like 

me to order a copy for you. 

Mary Benne! 

READ YOUR BIBLE 

Regularly reading your bible is a great way to get to know God be9er and it’s 

much easier than you might think to get started! 

If you would like to take out a subscrip5on to receive bible 

reading notes then please get in touch with the Church Facili-

tator now by email  admin @palmerstonplacechurch.com or 

call the church office on 220 1690 . 

Daily Bread is the Bible reading guide that aims to help you 

hear from God as you read the Bible. If you've ever asked the 

ques5on, 'What relevance can this verse have for me today?' 

then Daily Bread is for you. Daily Bread aims to provide inspira5on every 5me 

you read it.  You can see a free sample of this here - h�p://

www.scriptureunion.org.uk/ecards/dailybread/ 

Encounter with God is Scripture Union's daily reading guide 

designed to lead you to a deeper understanding about 

what God is saying to you and to his world today. It’s     

designed to be a thorough and energe5c inves5ga5on of 

the whole Bible. Its biblical exposi5on is complemented by 

pastoral warmth from a strong field of writers and           

contributors. 

Thanks to all those who have already confirmed their subscrip5on  

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through 

the word of Christ. 

P\]^_\` abcd_e_fg 



 

 
‘ON THE ROAD’ 

This November, come and join us again, or even for the first 5me at ‘On the 

Road' as we look to feed back to you what we heard and 

where we have reached.  

‘On the Road' is a process designed to enable the na5onal 

Councils, who exist only to support the local Church in its 

mission and ministry, to plan well for the future.  Like every 

household throughout the land, we need to priori5se what 

we do and what we spend – and we need your ideas and 

wisdom to do that well.   

In 2016, we listened to hear what you had to say about helping the Church of 

Scotland to be the Church we hoped to be and we shared with you some of the 

key new ideas which the Councils of the Church had been working on. We did all 

of this as part of a planning process. 

The Church of Scotland is ge8ng back 'On the Road' this year to share what we 

have learned from listening to church members and to hear your feedback and 

ideas on our report.  

These events are an open invita5on to everyone connected with the Church. 

Whether you are a regular worshipper, or an occasional aGender; whether you 

take a leadership role in your local Church or simply drop in from 5me to 5me – 

‘On the Road' wants to hear from you. We want to listen to folks from every 

background and every congrega5on: don't leave it to someone else – come and 

have your say! 

The Edinburgh mee5ng takes place on 23rd November at 7pm (un5l 9pm) at St 

Andrew’s and St George’s West Church in George Street. 

We very much hope you can join us – and look forward to seeing you. Find out 

more and book your place at www.churchofscotland.org.uk/ontheroad  

 

NEW BADGES 

As part of the PPC Weekend Away, lanyards were ordered for the name badges 

that everyone wore. New plas5c sleeves for badges were also ordered. 

The lanyards and badge holders have been recycled and have replaced the old 

pin on badges worn by our stewards at events and by our welcome team on a 

Sunday. 

These can be found in the usual spot in the Lothian Room. 



 

 PERSPECTIVES LECTURES 2017 

ORIGIN SCOTLAND CHRISTMAS EVENT 

Origin Scotland present - IT'S CHRISTMAS! With guests Steph Macleod and 

Jordan Lang, along with Origin's own soloists, singers and musicians. 

Here are the details: 

Edinburgh: 7.30pm, 2 December, Usher Hall 

Music style: Blended contemporary and tradi5onal Christmas 

Purpose: Evangelism and celebra5on of Christmas 

Speaker: Edinburgh - Dave Hampton (Chris5ans in Sport 

Suitable for: all ages 

Tickets: Free (pay what you want offering) 

Tickets available from www.originscotland.co.uk or by calling 0131 554 0117 



 

 BROWNIES BEETLE DRIVE 
We had our annual evening with the Brownies on Wednesday  October 11 and 

this year it was a Beetle Drive.  

The church hall was filled with a great deal of energy, enthusiasm, noise and fun 

as everybody went into full swing to enjoy the evening.  

The youngsters’ faces were filled  with delight and the desire to win! At the 

interval there were delicious tray bakes along with the opportunity  to buy 

lovely bracelets made by the Brownies. 

The event was a great success with £275.50, £75 eligible for GiX Aid ,raised for 

Friends of Chogoria  Hospital .We are going to contact Alison Wilkinson  to find a 

specific project for which the money can be used. 

 A big thank you to Pamela and her team, the Brownies and their families along 

with all our own team  and all the ladies who provided the traybakes. It was 

great to see some of the Brownies wan5ng to take Beetle Drive cards home with 

them to carry on the fun. 

Michael WIlson 

 Please put the date in your diaries for next year  Wednesday October 

10th  2018 for another evening of Beetle Drive ! 

  

Please contact the Church Office on 220-1690 or by email at                  

admin@palmerstonplacechurch.com indica�ng which sermons you 

would like and copies will be made for you. 



 

 PRAYER PAGE 

“Do not be afraid of them; the LORD your God himself will 

fight for you.” - Deuteronomy 3:22 

One thing is sure - if you're a believer who is living like salt 

and light in a dark world, you won't go for long without 

encountering obstacles and aGacks the enemy will hurl in 

your direc5on. God's words are true, this baGle is real, and 

intense. 

If you find yourself facing hard struggles today, please know you're not alone. 

Neither are you leX to fight on your own. Many of us are in the baGle with you, 

and God is the One who fights on behalf of His children, constantly shielding, 

protec5ng, strengthening, even when we're unaware. 

And He's given us His words that are powerful and true, so we'll have the 

wisdom to stand against the enemy. We do not have to walk in fear. For when 

we belong to Christ, the enemy never has the final word. We are secure in 

God's hands and He reminds us over and over in His word to keep standing firm. 

You never fight alone. 

Let God do, on your behalf, what you could never do on your own. 

He's with us. 

Always. 

And He is Mighty. 

Reproduced from crosswalk.com  

 

Ever-living God, 

We remember those whom you have 

gathered from the storm of war 

into the peace of your presence; 

may that same peace calm our fears, 

bring jus5ce to all peoples 

and establish harmony among the na5ons, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

  



 

 SUNDAY AT PALMERSTON PLACE 

 

 

 

You can listen again to any of the sermons from PPC on iTunes, other podcast 

providers or directly via our website - www.palmerstonplacechurch.com. 

Copies of sermons are available on CD by contac�ng the Church Office. 

Services at 11.00am and 6.30pm 

A crèche is available every Sunday morning in the Belford Room. For 

children aged 3 and above we have a wide range of Sunday groups— 

Beginners, Seekers, Junior Horizon, ESMS Boarders and Senior 

Horizon. These groups meet during the Morning Service, star5ng in 

Church and then going on to their own ac5vi5es. 

Coffee and tea are served aXer each service. 

“bringing Chris/an worship, fellowship 

and service to the heart of everyday life” 


