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LETTER FROM OUR STUDENT ATTACHED
Brian Macleod writes
Dear Friends
The 8me has now come as I’m at the end of my placement here at Palmerston
Place Church. I can honestly say that I’ve thoroughly enjoyed the en8re 8me
here, and it has really helped me se?le in to beginning life as a Minister in
training.
If you had told me 5, or even 3 years ago, that I would be back at University, this
8me training for the ministry, I would probably have had a good chuckle. Whilst I
would have to admit that deep down I have felt the call to ministry for a number
of years, I always thought that I would proceed when I was perhaps well into my
40s and was supposedly a bit more “holy” - whatever that means! However, I
marvel at God’s goodness and grace that He would call me now, and the learning
process that has begun will con8nue for the rest of my life.
I have considered it a great privilege to be at Palmerston Place Church. Whilst I
had heard many posi8ve things about the Church before arriving, Talita, Esther
and I have been con8nually taken aback by the encouragement and kindness
shown towards us, for the welcome week aEer week and making us feel right at
home. And indeed we have felt at home! Talita said to me on the way in to the
morning service a few weeks ago how much she’ll miss Palmerston Place and,
whilst we look forward to being able to see the folks back at Holy Trinity Wester
Hailes, we will greatly miss the friendships we have built here and the warmth
and care to which we were treated.
When there’s a free Sunday we’ll deﬁnitely be back, no doubt about that! We
would like to thank you all for your love, support and prayers and for making us
feel so welcome here at PPC.
What’s next for us as a family is that I’ll be moving on to my summer placement
at Juniper Green Parish Church, spending 7 weeks there with Rev. Jim Dewar,
where Fraser Edwards has been for the past 8 months, and then 3 weeks at the
Western General with the chaplain Alistair Ridland.
We’ll also be moving house at the end of June and I have a few Chris8an music
fes8vals I’ll be playing at too, up and down the UK, so it’ll be a busy summer for
us this year.
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FROM OUR STUDENT ATTACHED
This semester at University has gone well, and as I write I’m in exam season,
having just had my Hebrew exam the other day. I have three more to go, and on
the 26th May I’ll be ﬁnished. This semester really has marked a turning point for
me, as I really feel I’ve se?led in both to University life and ge;ng used to being
a minister in training.
I am very grateful to have had the opportunity to work alongside Colin. Our
weekly mee8ngs have been a real highlight for me, as he would share with me
his considerable wisdom and knowledge and answered every ques8on I had. He
gave me detailed feedback on all my sermons which has really helped me in my
prepara8on and development, and we have got along really well. My thanks also
go to Ruth, for her con8nued kindness and generosity towards us as a family,
and also to Jack and Willie-John, who have also steered me along in so many
helpful ways.
Whilst I formally ﬁnished on the 21st May, please know you will always be kept
in my prayers. I am reminded of Paul’s words to the Philippians:
“I thank my God every 8me I remember you.”
Every Blessing,

Brian
COFFEE MORNINGS
The Coﬀee Mornings are over for another year but we restart in October We
have sent £75 to the Famine disaster appeal in Africa.
Our last Coﬀee Morning was 8nged with sadness as our brown wooden
collec8on bowl had vanished from our cupboard outside the Church Oﬃce. This
bowl was made by a member of the Congrega8on many years ago and was the
property of the Guild and then Palmerston Place People and now us. We have
used it for 2 years at our Coﬀee Mornings. If you know where it has gone please
contact me.
Mary Benne
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
June 2017
Thursday

1

Friendship Club Barge Trip

1

7.30pm

Prayer Mee8ng, Lounge, Annan House

4

11am

Facing Governor Felix - Acts 24:10-27

4

1.30pm

Church BBQ at Cramond Kirk

4

6.30pm

The 12 plagues - Exodus 6:28-7:24

Tuesday

6

8pm

North House Group - Leith.

Thursday

8

8pm

Care Van

Sunday

11

11am

Facing Governor Festus - Acts 25:1-22

11

6.30pm

Passover - Exodus 12:1-13, 29-30

12

6.30pm

City Centre House Group, Room 1, Annan House

7.30pm

Kirk Session mee8ng , Carlow Room, Annan House

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

13

8pm

North House Group - Leith

Thursday

15

7.30pm

Prayer Mee8ng, Lounge, Annan House

Sunday

18

11am

Facing King Agrippa - Acts 26:1-24

18

6.30pm

Exodus - Exodus 21:31-39

Monday

19

7.30pm

Property & Finance mee8ng, Room 1, Annan House

Wednesday

21

2pm

Sunﬂower Café - Sanctuary

21

7.30pm

South House Group at the Manse.

25

11am

Storm and shipwreck - Acts 27:13-26

25

6.30pm

Deliverance - Exodus 14:1-31

Tuesday

27

8pm

Prayer & Pool , Lounge, Annan House.

Sunday

2

11am

Rome at last - Acts 28:11-31

Sunday

2

No Evening Service

The Friendship Club’s last mee8ng of the season takes place on Thursday 1st.
The Friendship Club returns in September.
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THE HANDSEL STALL
The Handsel Stall is to be opening again this year in the Lothian Room. As in the
past, we are looking for dona8ons of home baking and garden
produce to sell on the stall and at the end of the season the funds
raised will be divided equally between Chris8an Aid and Chogoria
Hospital in Kenya.
The Handsel Stall will be open every Sunday morning in the Lothian Room from
10.30am un8l the start of the Morning Service. All dona8ons of home baking will
be very welcome and, once the growing season gets underway, every kind of
garden produce will be warmly received.
Vvolunteers are needed to run the stall on a Sunday morning and a rota for the
whole season will be in the Lothian Room for you to sign – your help on just one
Sunday will be greatly appreciated and more oEen would be even be?er. Do
look in to the Lothian Room to see the stall and please do come and buy.

Joan Meikle

CAFÉ DATE
The next mee8ng of the Café takes place on
Wednesday 21st June in the Sanctuary.
The Sunﬂower Café oﬀers a welcoming and caring environment for all struggling
with issues of memory loss, and for their carers, to enjoy companionship and
s8mula8ng ac8vity. If you would like further informa8on please speak with
Linda Cunningham or contact the Church Oﬃce.

PIANO CONCERT
Father Elephtherios, a Greek Orthodox priest and renowned
classical pianist is passing through Edinburgh on his way to a
recital in Alnmouth and has oﬀered to play a concert in
Edinburgh to raise money for a good cause. The Choir of St Mary’s School in
Leith have kindly agreed to join him for a musical evening at St John’s in
Portobello on 14 June at 7pm. The event is free however there will be an
opportunity to donate to the Disasters Emergency Commi?ee’s latest appeal to
help the 16 million people starving in East Africa.
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ANNUAL CHURCH BBQ
Sunday 4th June at Cramond Kirk.
Following last year’s most enjoyable event we have
booked Cramond Kirk again for our all age BBQ. As
last year we will aim to leave Palmerston Place aEer
tea and coﬀee are served and hope to have the burgers and hot dogs ready soon
aEer you arrive at Cramond.
There is plenty of ﬂat play space for children as well as a proper children’s
playground with ac8vi8es for most ages. We have the use of the church hall
facili8es with excellent disabled access and a tea bar which allows us to provide
hot tea and coﬀee even on a warm sunny day.
Tickets will be on sale during May. As last year, an Adult 8cket will be priced £6,
with no charge for Children.
Please do come along and join in the fun. We will need some volunteers to help
with the arrangements and oﬀers of transport so please watch out for the signup sheets in the ves8bule. See you there!

PEEBLES OUTING
Our new venue at the Park Hotel proved to be a huge success. The level
entrance and ground ﬂoor accommoda8on just seemed to make everything
easier.
The hotel staﬀ had laid out a room ready for our service and they were very
a?en8ve throughout the meal. Everyone enjoyed their High Tea, the only
complaint being that the por8ons were too generous! The weather was kind
and some of us were able to sit in the garden when we arrived.
We had almost 40 folk there and it was really good to see old friendships being
renewed, especially for one of our members who had not managed out of her
ﬂat for 2 years. Our thanks are due to Paul Mitchell and Colin Sinclair for making
all the arrangements for us and to all of our drivers who transported everyone
safely there and back. It won’t be long 8ll next year!
Many thanks
Norma Rolls
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FAITH IN POLITICS
With the General Election just a short time aweay, The Church of Scotland has
been working with three partner churches to create a new election briefing, Faith
in Politics: General Election 2017.
The Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Methodist Church, the United Reformed
Church and the Church of Scotland came
together through the Joint Public Issues
Team to produce the briefing, which seeks
to look at some of the issues facing voters in
a nonpartisan way, through the lens of our
shared Christian faith.
Rev Dr Richard Frazer, convener of the Church and Society Council said:
"This resource from the Joint Public Issues Team highlights some of the key issues
for the General Election and for the future of the UK. Whether you have already
made up your mind about who you will vote for or not, I am sure that you will find
this resource, and the information and questions it contains, helpful to reflect on
as the 8th of June approaches."
Focusing on four key topics, the briefing doesn’t seek to advise on how to vote, but
it offers key facts and some questions to aid reflection.
The four topics it singles out for deeper scrutiny are:
The UK’s relationship with the European Union
Migration, forced displacement and the UK asylum system
Poverty and economic inequality in the UK
The UK’s role in the world
The first two pages from the briefing note are re-produced here and the whole
document can be read at the Church of Scotland website.
For further information and resources produced by The Joint Public Issues Team,
please visit our General Election webpages at
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/ general-election-2017/
There you will also find “This is a time” a biblical reflection on the upcoming election, and guidance designed to help those planning to host a hustings meeting in
their local community.
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FAITH IN POLITICS
Does the prospect of the upcoming election fill you with excitement, or
apathy? Or something in-between?
Every General Election presents an opportunity for citizens to participate
critically and constructively in the democratic process. It may be a cliché to
suggest that there has “never been so much at stake”, but there is an element
of truth to this saying.
We are living in an unprecedented political moment. There are many things
that are uncertain about the future of our country, and this is an important
opportunity for you to challenge and scrutinise the policies and rhetoric of
politicians.
As a Christian people we believe that not only has our world and those who live
in it been made by God, but the systems and structures that hold us together
are part of God’s purpose too.
We are called to draw attention to the needs of the oppressed, to speak out
with the marginalised, and perhaps to highlight issues that are overlooked by
mainstream coverage. We need to ask “who is our neighbour?” when we vote.
While some may welcome the opportunity that a General Election presents,
many may feel worn out by politics. Perhaps that means it’s even more
essential that Christians recognise their responsibility to think about what this
election means for our communities and the situations where we want most to
see change.
The political landscape is changing fast. Whilst the vote to leave the EU
certainly alters many things for the UK, there are other aspects of political life
that are also undergoing considerable change.
The onward momentum towards devolution presents a new set of political opportunities and challenges. As regions and nations continue to take back more
power from traditional power bases, the nature of our political debate is
changing.
The emergence of Metro Mayors and city region deals, in addition to the increasingly active devolved parliament in Scotland and assemblies in Wales and
Northern Ireland, means that it’s been a long time since all power resided in
Whitehall and Westminster.
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FAITH IN POLITICS
In a digital age, the way in which individuals engage with poli8cs has
transformed, and con8nues to change, almost unrecognisably. We have seen
the growth of a worryingly reduc8ve and divisive approach to poli8cs, and
many voters feel unsure about where they can source balanced informa8on.
Social media is responsible both for opening new channels of communica8on
and for the crea8on of closed communi8es — in which we only hear the
perspec8ves and opinions of those who sound or look familiar to us.
“Post-truth” was the Oxford Dic8onary’s word of 2016. Deﬁned as
circumstances in which objec8ve facts are less inﬂuen8al in shaping public
opinion than appeals to emo8on and personal belief, the fear of living in a posttruth society serves to undermine a belief that anyone is speaking truth. Is this
a new phenomenon or has the growing predominance of the internet
compounded an exis8ng one?
Other commentators have noted that tradi8onal party poli8cal lines of leE and
right are being undermined by fault-lines between protec8onism and
liberalism, which appear to transcend these historic ways of determining how
we vote.
Whichever way you look at it, the sands of poli8cs have shiEed drama8cally in a
very short space of 8me, making it feel even tougher to know what’s going on
in poli8cs and to make that important decision about how to use your vote

Please contact the Church Oﬃce on 220-1690 or by email at
admin@palmerstonplacechurch.com indica3ng which sermons you
would like and copies will be made for you.
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PRAYER PAGE
Mahatma Gandi once wrote ;
When I despair,
I remember that all through history
the ways of truth and love have always won.
There have been tyrants, and murderers,
and for a 8me they can seem invincible,
but in the end they always fall.
Think of it - always.
In these uncertain 8mes, there is much discord in our world. The noise
a?empts to drown out the tranquillity and the darkness tries to block out the
light. We are assured in John Chapter 1, Verse 5 that “The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

A prayer of hope ;
Today I purpose to live
My life will shine
As the morning sings
I walk in liberty
Bound in true dreams
Manifested promises
Chase my forward mo8on
A covered path before me
The fruits of my hoping
The fruits of my living
Today I purpose to love
My love will speak
With the sound of grace
Merciful within mercy
The works of my faith
Smiles of overﬂowing
Inspire my giving
Abundance of joy as rain
The fruits of my living
Michael John Faciane
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PPC WEEKEND AWAY
Knowing Me, Knowing You, Knowing God
Friday 15th - Sunday 17th September
Our Church Weekend Away! It’s for anyone associated with Palmerston Place
Church. People can stay over from Friday evening 8ll Sunday aEernoon or visit
for the day on Saturday 16th September.
Lendrick Muir is just 10 minutes from Kinross and the M90. Lendrick Muir has a
beau8ful countryside se;ng, but is so accessible.
The planning group have been working on the programme and this is the current
draE for Saturday 16th.

The cost for the weekend is £25 per person or £50 per family if you are staying at
Lendrik Muir.
Applica8on forms are available in the Church but If you would like further
informa8on or details on how to book please contact the Church Oﬃce on 2201690 or email admin@palmerstonplacechurch.com
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FILM AND HISTORY BREAK
In recent years Palmerston Place Church has been kind enough to invite me to
give presenta8ons to various church groups based on the ﬁndings of the two
books I have wri?en – The Third Reich’s Celluloid War and Ba?ling with the
Truth.
I have very much appreciated the congrega8on’s support in what has become a
very diﬀerent life from my days in banking and has led to me running a ﬁlm
course over 6 weeks at the Filmhouse each spring and giving countless talks
each year to various groups in this country and abroad.
I am conscious that several members of the congrega8on who have been
unable to a?end my presenta8ons in the church in the past have asked to be
advised if I am ever going to be giving my talks elsewhere. Usually, my talks are
to closed groups such as Rotary or Probus Clubs, universi8es or private clubs
and, therefore, a?endance is generally restricted.
However, knowing that several members of our church are also regular visitors
to the Green Park Hotel in Pitlochry, I wanted to take this opportunity to let
you know that I will be running a Film and History Break over 3 days at the
Green Park Hotel from the 18th February next year.
The course is en8tled “Telling Lies during War-Time – the art of ﬁlm and media
propaganda” and features a series of illustrated talks and the screening of a
number of classic ﬁlms including Mrs Miniver, Went the Day Well? and the
German ﬁlm, My Life for Ireland.
Full details of the break can be found on the Green Park Hotel’s website under
‘Ac8vi8es’ or further informa8on is available by contac8ng me on 0131 624
1023 or at iancgarden@blueyonder.co.uk.

Ian Garden

PXYZ[X\ ]^_`[a[bc
Keep your heart with all vigilance;
for from it flow the springs of life.
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FROM FINANCE TO FAITH
He’s the minister who featured in the New Statesman last week under the
headline ‘ the banker who found God’.
Minister of South Leith Parish Church, Rev Ian May is known in his parish as the
man who took on the payday lenders.
Using his exper8se from a former life as a
banker, Mr May helped establish what he
describes as a “social jus8ce mission” that
provides the community with an aﬀordable
alterna8ve to the payday lenders, the
Castle Community Bank.

1. Can you explain the background to crea3ng Castle Community Bank (CCB)?
The CCB was developed to help those in our community who may feel they have
no op8on but to use exploita8ve and high cost payday lenders or retail outlets
that charge large fees and prices for white goods and furniture. CCB was
launched in July 2016 by bringing together two small community credit unions in
Edinburgh. The aim of CCB is to provide aﬀordable, accessible and responsible
op8ons for savings and loans. It is to give all in our communi8es’ access to this
and not just those who are ﬁnancially exploited. CCB is not a ‘poor person’s
bank’ it is a bank for all.
2. Is it making an impact?
Yes, we have grown our membership by over 70% since July. The number of
savings accounts and loans dispersed has increased by almost 100% or doubled
since July 2016. People are using our online service to open a savings account
and apply for loans with instant decisions and then the money is paid directly
into their bank account
3. Why become a minister?
It is a challenging job and draws on all your life skills. A minister has to be there
for all the community regardless if they are church goers or not. It is a role
founded and operated upon rela8onships, ﬁrst and foremost your rela8onship
with God, with your congrega8on, your family, your parish. It is all about people
so if you are not a people and rela8onship person do not even think about it!
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FROM FINANCE TO FAITH
4. Was it easy to make the transi3on?
Moving from a professional career into parish ministry does have its challenges,
both personally and ﬁnancially. The training helps a great deal and studying at
university gives you the 8me and space to reﬂect and in some ways prepare
yourself for the transi8on from your past career to ministry.
5. What skills from your career have you used as a minister?
Most of the skills I developed in my business life I will use at some 8me. The
diverse nature of a parish minister calls for a wide range of skills. One of my
biggest challenges is: ‘Am I a minister or a manager?’, and I would have to say
both, depending on the situa8on I ﬁnd myself in.
6.You had a visit from the Cabinet Secretary for Communi3es recently to the
bank, was it encouraging?
Ms Angela Constance was very encouraged by what she saw and indicated that
this could be a model for community banks/credit unions that could be rolled out
all over Scotland. In turn we have been encouraged to engage with the Sco;sh
Government to develop what we are doing and to see how they can support and
help us develop.
7. Would you ever go back into the world of ﬁnance?
No
8. Do you think there is a need to get the message out to low-income people
that support is there?
What we need to do is to get all people involved in suppor8ng and using the
community bank because we cannot be sustainable purely in helping those who
are ﬁnancially exploited.
We need all in our communi8es to know and use the service we provide. It is the
80/20 rule. If 80% of our customers are ﬁnancially included, then we will be able
to help the 20% who are ﬁnancially exploited and that it at the core of we do.

Interview taken from the Church of Scotland website.
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HOMELESSNESS ISSUES
A former Moderator of the General Assembly has said the scale of
homelessness in Scotland continues to be a “stain” on the nation’s
character and consciousness.
Very Rev Dr Russell Barr said the situation was “galling” and there should
be “no room” for homelessness in 21st century Scotland. Dr Barr told the
General Assembly that in the year to March 2016, official statistics
showed there were 34,662 homelessness applications to Scotland’s 32
local authorities of which 82% - 28,226 - were assessed as homeless.
He said the figures were “little different” from what they were 25 years
ago when he established Fresh Start, an Edinburgh-based charity which
helps people who were homeless turn a new tenancy into a home.
Dr Barr added that the proportion of applications assessed as homeless
had increased steadily from 72% in 2004-05. A total of 5,751 pre-school
and school aged children were registered as homeless as of September
last year - a 17% increase on 2015.
Speaking in the presence of Scotland’s First Minister Nicola Sturgeon and
Her Royal Highness the Princess Royal, Dr Barr said: “Although there is
much to be proud of not just in Scotland’s past and its present – we are in
large part an open, welcoming, inclusive, humane and tolerant society –
the numbers of people homeless continues to be a stain on our nation’s
character and consciousness”
“I have spoken at conferences, written articles, appeared on radio and
television, consulted with a whole range of homelessness charities,
engaged with civil servants. And as every national or local politician I met
would confirm, including Her Majesty the Queen, I have taken every
opportunity to raise with them the issue of homelessness.”
Dr Barr questioned the impact being homeless was having on children’s
education, health and sense of well-being.
“The galling thing is that it need not be like this,” he added. “All the
research has been done, the causes identified as well as the policies and
processes needing to be put in place to resolve it. “The one thing missing
is the political will.
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IMPORTANCE OF WELCOME
Exploring Pastoral Care - Why? What? & How?
A new Learn Conference to enthuse and inspire local congrega8ons with a
vision of Pastoral Care by exploring Pastoral Care from biblical, missional
and prac8cal perspec8ves takes place in June.
The conference will provide hands-on ideas for the ﬁrst steps towards
realising a vision of Pastoral Care, including the crea8on of local Pastoral
Care teams.
All are welcome to come and join the conference for hopefully a day of explora8on and discovery.
The main speaker will be Rev Dr Kenneth S. Jeﬀrey, Lecturer in Ministry
Studies and Co-ordinator of the Centre for Ministry Studies at Aberdeen
University, with numerous years of parish ministry experience in the
Church of Scotland.
The programme comprises
‘History and Deﬁni8on of Pastoral Care’,
‘Biblical vision of Pastoral Care’,
‘Eﬀec8ve and eﬃcient ways to Care’,
‘Who we Care for’,
‘Where & When we Care’
'Sharing Pastoral Care models from diverse context'.
Events details
Date: Saturday 24 June 2017, 9.30am - 4pm
Loca3on: The Vine Conference Centre, 131 Garvock Hill, Dunfermline
KY11 4JU
Cost: £15
Booking online at www.resourcingmission.org.uk/
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SUNDAY AT PALMERSTON PLACE
Services at 11.00am and 6.30pm
“bringing Chris$an worship, fellowship
and service to the heart of everyday life”
A crèche is available every Sunday morning in the Belford Room. For
children aged 3 and above we have a wide range of Sunday groups—
Beginners, Seekers, Junior Horizon, ESMS Boarders and Senior
Horizon. These groups meet during the Morning Service, star8ng in
Church and then going on to their own ac8vi8es.
Coﬀee and tea are served aEer each service.

You can listen again to any of the sermons from PPC on iTunes, other podcast
providers or directly via our website - www.palmerstonplacechurch.com.
Copies of sermons are available on CD by contac3ng the Church Oﬃce.
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